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PREFACE

| never expected the state of human rights to lead me to reference the 1980s
sci-fi film Back to the Future. Yet here we are. A world spiralling through time,
hurtling backwards past the 1948 promise of universal human rights, even as
it spins ever faster forwards into a future overtaken by Big Tech and
unregulated generative artificial intelligence (Al).

“AUTHORITARIAN” PRACTICES ON THE RISE

In 2023, V-Dem, the political science research centre, found the number of
people living in democracies (broadly defined as countries providing rule of
law, constraints on the executive by the legislature and the judiciary, and
respect for civil liberties) had regressed to 1985 levels: to levels before the
Berlin Wall fell, before Nelson Mandela was released from prison, before the
Cold War ended in the hope that a new era for humanity was about to unfold.

That new era was all too brief and today is as good as gone. Evidence of its
passing grew in 2023. “Authoritarian” practices and ideas permeated many
governments and societies. North to south, east to west, authoritarian policies
ate away at freedoms of expression and association, hit out at gender equality,
and eroded sexual and reproductive rights.

The underlying public narratives, based in hatred and rooted in fear,
encroached on civic space and demonized marginalized individuals and
groups, with refugees, migrants and racialized groups bearing the brunt.

The backlash against women’s rights and gender equality intensified in
2023, with many of the past 20 years’ gains under threat.

In Afghanistan, being a woman or a girl has been de facto criminalized. In
2023, the Taliban passed dozens of official decrees aimed at erasing women
from public life. Similarly in Iran, the authorities continued their brutal
suppression of “Woman, Life, Freedom” protests and issued hate-ridden
official statements calling the unveiling of women a “virus”, a “social illness”
and a “disorder”.

In the USA, 15 states implemented total bans on abortion, or bans with
extremely limited exceptions, bringing disproportionate impacts on Black and
other racialized people. In Poland, at least one woman died because the law
denied her the abortion services she needed. Uganda adopted a harsh anti-
gay law, while social and political leaders in the US also promoted anti-trans
narratives, policies and regulations.

Although the world has never been wealthier, 2023 was, as the World Bank
called it, “the year of inequality”. In settings as diverse the UK, Hungary and
India, defenders of economic and social rights were among the activists most
widely targeted. Climate activists were branded “terrorists” for denouncing
governments expanding fossil fuel production and investment. Critics of
governments’ handlings of the economy in the Middle East, trade unions in
Asia-Pacific were silenced and arbitrarily detained, as were those combating
corruption in West Africa.
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BACK TO PRE-1948?

However, in 2023, our metaphorical time machine also tossed us much
further back than 1985 : a descent into a hell whose gates had been bolted
closed in 1948. “Never again”, the world had declared in the aftermath of
global warfare with its some 55 million civilian deaths, when faced with the
abject horror of a Holocaust that saw the extermination of six million Jews and
millions of others.

Yet in 2023, the “never again” moral and legal lessons were torn into a
million pieces. Following the horrific crimes perpetrated by Hamas on 7
October 2023 — when over 1,000 people, mostly Israeli civilians, were killed,
thousands wounded, and some 245 people taken hostage or captive — Israel
instigated a campaign of retaliation that became a campaign of collective
punishment. It is a campaign of deliberate, indiscriminate bombings of
civilians and civilian infrastructure, of denial of humanitarian assistance and
an engineered famine.

By the end of 2023, 21,600 Palestinians, mostly civilians, had been killed in
the unrelenting bombardment of Gaza, with thousands more missing,
believed buried under the rubble. Much of Gaza’s civilian infrastructure has
been obliterated, while nearly 1.9 million Palestinians have been internally
displaced and deprived of access to adequate food, water, shelter, sanitation
and medical assistance.

To be a Palestinian in Gaza today is to be plunged to a far more violent and
destructive version of the 1948 “Nakba” or the “catastrophe”, when more
than 750,000 Palestinians were forcibly displaced

For millions the world over, Gaza now symbolizes utter moral failure by many
of the architects of the post-World War Two system; their failure to uphold the
absolute commitment to universality, our common humanity and to our
“never again” commitment. The principles enshrined in the UN Charter, the
Geneva Conventions, the Genocide Convention, and international human
rights law have been dishonoured. That’s clearest in the case of the Israeli
authorities. However, Israel is not alone. The USA too has played a leading
part, as have some of Europe’s leaders and the EU leadership. So too have
those who continue to send arms to Israel, all who failed to denounce Israel’s
relentless violations and those who rejected calls for a ceasefire.

Their conduct exemplifies the double standards that Amnesty International
has denounced over many years. Yet, powerful actors have now gone further,
demonstrating a willingness to put at risk the entirety of the 1948 rule-based
order, stripping down the founding principles of common humanity and
universality and thus stripping away our global capacity to prevent the very
worst.

It all comes hot on the heels of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, a
violation of the UN Charter and an undermining of the international rule of
law. Russia’s aggression has continued to manifest itself in deliberate attacks
against civilians, the killing of thousands, and as widespread destruction of
civilian infrastructure, including Ukraine’s grain storage and export facilities.

China too, another permanent member of the UN Security Council, has
acted against international law, by protecting the Myanmar military and its
unlawful air strikes, through its practices of arrest and torture, and by
shielding itself from international scrutiny for the crimes against humanity it
continues to commit, including against the Uighur minority.
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THE FUTURE WE DON'T WANT

In 2023, with the much earlier-than-expected launch of ChatGPT-4 and
other generative Al tools, we were also thrust faster into the future. If the tech-
related abuses witnessed in 2023 are anything to go by, prospects for our
future are chilling indeed.

Tech is enabling pervasive erosions of rights: perpetuating racist policies,
enabling spreading misinformation and curtailing freedoms of expression. Big
Tech ignored or minimized those harms, even in armed conflicts contexts
such as in Ethiopia, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Myanmar
and Sudan. With the alarming rise in online incitement and other harmful
content against both Palestinian and Jewish communities, Europe and the
USA also saw marked increases in anti-Muslim and antisemitic hate crimes.

In 2023, States turned increasingly to facial recognition technologies to aid
policing of public protests, sporting events and of marginalized communities
at large — migrants and refugees in particular. Abusive technologies were
relied upon for migration governance and border enforcement, including
through border externalization technologies, data analysis software, biometrics
and algorithmic decision-making systems.

Despite years of evidence of the human rights violations it enables, spyware
remained largely unregulated. In 2023, Amnesty International uncovered use
of Pegasus spyware against journalists and civil society activists in Armenia,
the Dominican Republic, India and Serbia, while EU-based spyware was sold
to states the world over. In response, the European Parliament adopted a
resolution in November 2023, criticizing the lack of action to curb abuses by
the spyware industry.

However, with tech-outlaws and their rogue technologies left to freely roam
the digital Wild West, such human rights violations are likely to escalate in
2024, a landmark electoral year. It is a foreshadowing of a future that is
already upon us.

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY

Human rights regressions in 2023 did not go unseen. To the contrary.
People around the world have stood up to regression, demonstrating
unprecedented global solidarity.

The Israel-Hamas conflict sparked hundreds of protests worldwide, with
millions protesting civilian deaths, calling for the release of hostages,
demanding a cease fire.

The UN Secretary-General, heads of UN agencies, and humanitarian
organizations took unprecedented steps to denounce war crimes committed
in southern Israel and Gaza and to call on Israel to respect international law.

The late 2023 UN General Assembly resolutions calling for a ceasefire were
adopted with a huge majority while South Africa filed an application before the
International Court of Justice, alleging that Israel’'s conduct in Gaza violated
the 1948 Genocide Convention and insisting on the centrality of the post-
World War Two international rule-based system.

2023 saw momentum build towards a global regime for fairer taxation, to
help prevent tax evasion and avoidance and mobilize resources for lower-
income countries. In November, against the wishes of the richer countries,
the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution tabled by the African Group
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establishing an international committee to draft a UN tax convention by June
2025.

In 2023, there were many people who resisted and disrupted forces pushing
the world backwards to the conditions of 1985 and of pre-1948; people who
marched and protested against forces that would propel us all into a future
not of our design. They too have shaped 2023, against all odds.

| hope that in 2048 — or even 3048 — when diplomats and activists look back
at the past year, they will find that there were many, many good people
around the world who did all they could. Who stood up and spoke out. For the
sake of our common humanity.

Agnes Callamard, Secretary General
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GLOBAL ANALYSIS

Human rights abuses were widespread in 2023. States and armed groups frequently
perpetrated unlawful attacks and killings in an increasing number of armed conflicts.
Authorities across the world repressed dissent by imposing crackdowns on freedoms of
expression, association and peaceful assembly, using unlawful force against protesters,
arbitrarily arresting and detaining human rights defenders, political opponents and other
activists, and sometimes torturing and otherwise ill-treating them. Many states failed to
take measures to fulfil people’s rights to food, health, education and a healthy
environment, neglecting economic injustices and the climate crisis. Governments often
treated refugees and migrants in abusive and racist ways. Deep-rooted discrimination
against women, LGBTI people, Indigenous Peoples and racialized or religious communities
marginalized these people and put them at disproportionate risk of violence and economic
and social rights violations. Multinational corporate actors played roles in some of these
abuses. The regional overviews elaborate on these trends at a regional level.

This global analysis focuses on four issues that highlight some of these adverse trends at
a global level: the treatment of civilians as expendable in armed conflict; the growing
backlash against gender justice; the disproportionate impact of economic crises, climate
change and environmental degradation on the most marginalized communities; and the
threats of new and existing technologies, including generative artificial intelligence (Al).
They represent, from Amnesty International’s perspective, critical challenges for human
rights across the world in 2024 and beyond. States must take concerted action to tackle
them and prevent further conflicts and crises emerging or deepening.

TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS IN ARMED CONFLICT

States and armed groups have treated civilians as expendable in armed conflicts, some of
which are partly rooted in racial and ethnic discrimination. The current international system
has generally been unable to take immediate and effective action to protect them, hamstrung
at times by racist double standards and rivalries between powerful states.

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

The breaking and bending of international humanitarian law, also known as the laws of war,
has had devastating consequences for civilians. In many conflicts, government forces have
relied on long-range ground and air attacks using weapons with wide-area effects against
populated areas. This has contributed significantly to mass civilian casualties and extensive
destruction of homes and infrastructure.

Some parties to conflicts have acted as though respecting international humanitarian law
rules is optional. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has been marked by persistent war
crimes; Russian forces have indiscriminately attacked populated areas and civilian energy and
grain export infrastructure, tortured or otherwise ill-treated prisoners of war and caused vast
environmental contamination through acts including the apparently deliberate destruction of
the Kakhovka dam. Myanmar’s military and associated militias have conducted targeted
attacks against civilians, as well as indiscriminate attacks, resulting in over 1,000 civilian
deaths in 2023. Yet the Russian and Myanmar governments have rarely responded to reports
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of glaring violations, let alone committed to investigating them. Both have received financial
and military support from China.

In Sudan, both the warring parties, the Sudan Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces,
have demonstrated little concern for international humanitarian law as they carry out targeted
attacks that have killed and injured civilians and launch explosive weapons from densely
populated neighbourhoods. Between the eruption of fighting in April 2023 and the end of the
year, more than 12,000 people had been killed, over 5.8 million others had been internally
displaced and about 1.4 million had fled the country as refugees.

The Israeli authorities have made particular efforts to frame the attacks that they have carried
out on Gaza as complying with international humanitarian law. In reality, they have made a
mockery of some of its core norms. They have disregarded the principles of distinction and
proportionality with their acceptance of enormous civilian casualties and massive destruction
of civilian objects. By the end of 2023, their relentless bombardment and ground offensive had
killed, according to Gaza’s health ministry, 21,600 Palestinians, a third of whom were children.
Evidence of war crimes mounted as Israeli forces bombed crowded refugee camps and
residential buildings, repeatedly wiping out entire families and destroying hospitals, UN-run
schools, bakeries and other crucial infrastructure. They framed their evacuation orders of
northern Gaza as effective warnings and precautions but, in practice, forcibly displaced nearly
1.9 million Palestinians (83% of the total population of Gaza of 2.3 million) from their homes
and deliberately denied them humanitarian aid as part of the ongoing illegal blockade of Gaza.
These and other factors, including the increase in racist and dehumanizing rhetoric against
Palestinians by some Israeli government officials, were warning signs of genocide.

Meanwhile, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups have justified the attack they
undertook on 7 October 2023, prior to Israel’s bombardment and ground offensive, as
resistance to Israel’s long-standing military occupation of Gaza and the West Bank. However,
the deliberate killing of hundreds of civilians in Israel, hostage-taking, and the firing of
indiscriminate rockets into Israel, among other crimes, flouted international humanitarian law
and amounted to war crimes.

Despite the staggering levels of civilian bloodshed, destruction and suffering in Gaza, the
USA and many European states publicly backed Israel’s approach. Some states, particularly
the USA, continued to arm Israel with weapons used in flagrant violations of human rights.
Given their well-founded protestations about war crimes by Russia and Hamas, those states
have exhibited gross double standards, undermining respect for international humanitarian law
and the protection of civilians. South Africa brought a case against Israel to the International
Court of Justice regarding breaches of the 1948 Genocide Convention in Gaza.

Government forces and armed groups similarly disregarded international humanitarian law in
armed conflicts in Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Libya, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Somalia, South
Sudan, Syria and Yemen in 2023. Civilians bore the brunt of indiscriminate and other unlawful
attacks, some of which constituted war crimes.

Gender-based violence has been a key feature of some of these conflicts. In a broader
context of sexual violence by the Eritrean Defence Forces, soldiers abducted at least 15
women and held them for nearly three months at a military camp in Ethiopia’s Tigray region,
raping them repeatedly. In the DRC, over 38,000 sexual violence cases were reported in Nord-
Kivu province alone during the first quarter of 2023.

Governments have clamped down at home on voices criticizing military actions and their
impact on civilians. Russia raised war-time censorship to new heights in 2023. Human rights
defenders, media and political activists working in conflict and post-conflict settings have been
attacked. Women human rights defenders have faced particular challenges.!
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RACIAL AND ETHNIC DISCRIMINATION

Racism lies at the heart of some of these armed conflicts and the responses to them.

The deep roots of the conflict in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories lie partly in an
extreme form of racial discrimination — Israel’s ongoing system of apartheid against
Palestinians — by which Israel oppresses and dominates Palestinians through territorial
fragmentation, segregation and control, dispossession of land and property, and denial of
economic and social rights. “Othering” on ethnic lines is a feature of armed conflicts in
countries including Ethiopia, Myanmar and Sudan.

Racial discrimination has also manifested itself in responses to these conflicts. Discriminatory
double standards have not only been evident in the rhetoric and policies of the USA and many
European states towards the conflict in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, but also
towards its repercussions. Many governments have imposed unlawful restrictions on protests
in solidarity with Palestinians. Governments in Austria, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland and
Switzerland pre-emptively banned such protests in 2023, citing vague risks to public order or
national security and, in some cases, racist stereotypes. Media and politicians in the USA,
Western Europe and elsewhere have frequently used rhetoric that has dehumanized
Palestinians, spread racist discourses and conflated Muslims with terrorists.

In the same context, antisemitic and anti-Muslim hate crimes have increased in Europe and
the USA. There has also been an alarming rise in incitement and other harmful content posted
online against both Palestinian and Jewish communities more widely. Content posted by
Palestinians and advocates of Palestinian rights have reportedly been subjected to potentially
discriminatory content moderation by different social media platforms.?

Meanwhile, research on Ethiopia released in October 2023 demonstrated how Meta’s failure
to curb incitement on its Facebook platform contributed to killings and other serious human
rights abuses against members of the Tigrayan community.’

Racism has also been apparent in the treatment of those fleeing conflicts and other crises.
The policies of migration deterrence and externalization that the European Union, other
European states and the USA have adopted or maintained have forced people fleeing conflicts,
as well as other crises, into dangerous journeys. This has contrasted with their generally
positive treatment of Ukrainians seeking safety. In a positive development, Denmark, Finland
and Sweden took steps in May 2023 to grant recognition of refugee status as self-evident to
Afghan women and girls. However, in general, European countries have failed to provide
sufficient safe and regular pathways to protect Afghans and other people fleeing conflicts and
serious human rights violations.

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

Multilateral institutions have often been unable or unwilling to pressure parties to armed
conflicts to comply with international humanitarian law. While strained resources have been a
factor, many actors within these institutions have failed to demonstrate courage or consistently
apply their own principles. At worst, their members have displayed cynical and selfish
gamesmanship.

The UN Security Council has been unable to take effective action on major conflicts.
Predictably the USA weaponized its veto power to repeatedly prevent the Council from calling
for a ceasefire in Gaza.* However, its paralysis has extended to issues on which there used to
be common ground. In July 2023, it failed to reauthorize the cross-border mechanism for the
delivery of humanitarian aid into Syria. Its Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict was
unable to reach a consensus on grave violations against children in Afghanistan, Myanmar,
Somalia and Syria, despite negotiations that continued for more than a year and in some
instances, for two or more years.
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The UN Human Rights Council has had an inconsistent record on tackling the consequences
of armed conflict. In 2023, it established a human rights monitoring mechanism on Sudan and
extended human rights reporting on Russia. However, it failed to extend crucial mandates.
These included the International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia, despite
the conflict there having led to up to 600,000 civilian deaths and the commission’s warnings of
an “acute risk of further atrocities”. They also included the Fact-Finding Mission on Libya,
despite its conclusion that gross violations in the country have continued unabated with
impunity. Some states actively opposed the extension of these crucial mandates and states
that had previously supported their establishment abandoned this support in the face of
resistance.

There were at least signs that the UN was willing to address the dire threats posed by the
unregulated development of autonomous weapon systems, which threaten to leave decision-
making on life and death to Al-driven algorithms. The UN General Assembly adopted a widely
supported resolution in December 2023 stressing the urgent need to address this issue. The
UN Secretary-General and the International Committee of the Red Cross have called for states
to conclude a legally binding treaty on autonomous weapon systems by 2026.

Accountability for crimes under international law during armed conflicts has generally
remained elusive and the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) has
increasingly shown double standards and selectivity in the treatment of situations under its
scrutiny. The Office of the Prosecutor closed its investigations in Kenya and Uganda and failed
to open a previously announced investigation in Nigeria. However, ICC investigations have
continued in a number of situations on which Amnesty International has documented crimes
under international law. Notably, an ICC arrest warrant was issued against Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Children’s Rights Commissioner Maria Lvova-Belova for alleged war crimes,
with an incumbent obligation on all ICC member states to arrest and surrender them, as
confirmed by a high court in South Africa. The ICC Prosecutor belatedly issued statements
confirming that the ICC’s ongoing investigation in the situation in Palestine would cover acts
committed in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on and after 7 October.

In addition, the adoption in May 2023 of the Ljubljana-The Hague Convention on
International Cooperation in the Investigation and Prosecution of the Crime of Genocide,
Crimes Against Humanity, War Crimes and other International Crimes (Mutual Legal Assistance
Convention) will open opportunities for victims of crimes under international law to pursue
justice through national courts.®

All UN member states should take steps to reform the UN Security Council so that
permanent members cannot use their veto power unchecked. They should sign and ratify
without reservations the Mutual Legal Assistance Convention. They should address the root
causes of conflicts, including racial and ethnic discrimination, and ensure the respect of
international humanitarian law in armed conflicts, including the protection of civilians.
They should strengthen UN institutions that play a preventative role, including the UN
Human Rights Council, the Special Procedures system, and bodies that investigate, report,
and preserve evidence of crimes under international law.

BACKLASH AGAINST GENDER JUSTICE

Despite progress in some countries, the backlash against the rights of women, girls and LGBTI
people has intensified. Many governments have undermined sexual and reproductive rights
and LGBTI rights and failed to tackle gender-based violence.
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DISCRIMINATION AND SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

In recent years, women'’s rights defenders and civil society organizations have advanced
respect for women'’s rights and sexual and reproductive rights. However, those gains are being
undermined. UN Women has warned that gender disparities are worsening.

Some governments have reinforced discrimination against women and girls. In Afghanistan,
the authorities have banned women and girls from education beyond primary schools, working
with UN offices and NGOs, and employment in most public offices. In Iran, the authorities
have intensified their crackdown to enforce veiling. Women in both countries have faced brutal
state reprisals for exercising or demanding their rights. In France in 2023, the authorities
increased their restrictions on clothing deemed to be religious wear in schools and sport,
discriminating against Muslim women and girls.

Progress was made in a few countries on sexual and reproductive rights in 2023. In
Honduras, the government ended 14 years of prohibition on the use and sale of the
emergency contraceptive pill, although abortion remained banned. In Mexico, the Supreme
Court declared the criminalization of abortion unconstitutional. In Finland and Spain access to
abortion was facilitated.

However, in other countries, authorities have undermined sexual and reproductive rights,
including access to abortion. In the USA, the implementation by 15 states of total bans on
abortion or bans with extremely limited exceptions has disproportionately affected Black and
other racialized people. In Poland at least one woman died in 2023 as a consequence of being
denied abortion services. Social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok have
suppressed essential reproductive rights information following the 2022 US Supreme Court
decision that ended federal protections for the right to abortion. Those defending abortion
rights, including activists and healthcare workers, have been exposed to stigmatization,
physical and verbal attacks, intimidation and threats, as well as being criminalized through
unjust prosecutions, investigations and arrests.®

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

The struggle of women'’s rights defenders has led in recent years to the welcome introduction
of some measures to prevent violence against women and girls. Nevertheless, violence against
women and girls has continued at an alarming level.

Legal protections to prevent and combat gender-based violence, including sexual and
domestic violence, were strengthened in 2023 in countries including Japan, North Macedonia,
Switzerland and Uzbekistan. However, authorities across the world have systematically failed to
address entrenched gender-based violence and the impunity its perpetrators often enjoy, as
well as neglecting the long-term needs of survivors. In Mexico, an average of nine women were
murdered each day in 2023. In countries including Algeria and Tunisia, women were
subjected to “honour killings”. The devastating effects of harmful practices were exemplified
by the deaths in 2023 of a 16-year-old who ended her life to escape a forced marriage in Niger
and of a two-year-old who was subjected to female genital mutilation in Sierra Leone.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

Limited progress has been made to protect the rights of LGBTI people in a few countries, but
attacks on LGBTI rights have intensified in many others.

There were positive changes to law or policy in several countries in 2023. In Latvia, the
authorities recognized civil partnerships. In Taiwan, the authorities recognized the right of most
transnational same-sex couples to marry. Namibia’s supreme court ruled that spouses of
Namibian citizens could regularize their immigration status based on same-sex marriages
concluded outside the country. In Finland, Germany and Spain, the authorities facilitated
gender self-determination.
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However, 62 countries across the world have laws that criminalize same-sex sexual conduct,
many of which trace their origins back to colonialism.” In 2023 there was a new wave of legal
actions or proposals to diminish LGBTI rights. A new law in Uganda introduced the death
penalty for the offence of “aggravated homosexuality”. In Ghana, parliament approved an
“anti-gay” bill. Russia adopted new transphobic legislation, Bulgaria ended legal gender
recognition for transgender people and the UK blocked the Scottish Gender Recognition
Reform Act. In India, the Supreme Court refused to grant legal recognition to same-sex
marriage.

There have been arrests and prosecutions of LGBTI people in many regions and restrictions
on organizations defending LGBTI rights. In 2023, scores were arrested and, in some cases,
even imprisoned under provisions that criminalize consensual same-sex sexual relations in
countries including Burundi, Egypt, Libya and Tunisia or for organizing gay weddings or parties
in Nigeria. In China, a prominent LGBTI organization was forced to close in the face of the
government’s ongoing anti-LGBTI campaign. Russia effectively outlawed any public LGBTI
rights-related activity by labelling as “extremist” an undefined “international LGBT movement”.

Violent crimes against LGBTI people have persisted and remained unpunished in many
regions. In Guatemala, where same-sex marriage remained illegal, at least 34 people were
killed because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. In Lebanon, authorities incited
violence against LGBTI people. In Iraqg, authorities ordered media to replace the term
“homosexuality” with “sexual deviance”.

All governments should support gender justice and allied movements to tackle
discrimination against women and reinforce sexual and reproductive rights. They should
prioritize programmes to tackle gender-based violence and meet the longer-term needs of
survivors. They should advocate the repeal of laws and policies that discriminate against
LGBTI people.

IMPACT OF ECONOMIC CRISES AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Economic crises, climate change and environmental degradation have disproportionately
affected marginalized communities. Human rights defenders campaigning for the rights of
these communities have also been targeted as part of the wider repression of dissent.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

The combination of conflict, climate change and the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic have
fuelled a range of economic crises. In a context where 4.1 billion people are not covered by
any social protection mechanism other than healthcare, these crises have had a deep human
rights impact, including high levels of food and fuel insecurity. They also seriously threaten the
fulfilment of the Sustainable Development Goals, which reached their midpoint in 2023. A
report by the UN Secretary-General in April 2023 revealed that “of around 140 targets with
data, only about 12% are on track”. As a result, on current trends 575 million people will be
living in extreme poverty in 2030 despite a goal to eradicate it completely.

Economic shocks have deepened national indebtedness in countries already facing debt
crises. According to a World Bank report of December 2023, about 60% of the world’s low-
income countries were either in or at high risk of debt distress. Many more were spending vast
sums of money, which they needed to fulfil human rights, on growing debt repayments.
Countries in severe debt distress have included Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Tunisia, Ukraine and Zambia.

While the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization has reported some reductions in global
food prices compared to the peak in 2022, prices have remained very high compared to the
period before Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 and in many markets
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have continued to rise. At different points in 2023, it was estimated that 78% of Sierra Leone’s
population were food insecure, 46% of South Sudan’s population were experiencing high
levels of food insecurity and 5 million people in Somalia were experiencing a food crisis. By
mid-December, 93% of people in Gaza were starving, according to the WHO, making them
vulnerable to death from otherwise curable diseases, with pregnant and breastfeeding women
at particular risk.

Some countries are taking steps to change global tax and other forms of economic
governance in order to better support economic and social rights realization. As part of this,
there has been progress towards establishing a global regime for fairer taxation that could help
mobilize resources for lower-income countries. The UN General Assembly passed a resolution
calling for a two-step process to negotiate a UN Framework Convention on Effective and
Inclusive International Tax Cooperation. It was proposed by Nigeria and backed
overwhelmingly, despite opposition from a significant number of higher-income states
including EU states, Japan, the UK and the USA.8

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Extreme weather events and slow onset crises made more likely and more intense by climate
change have affected countries at all levels of income, but disproportionately affected lower-
income ones. Governments and corporate actors have failed to tackle these adequately or to
prevent acute environmental degradation.

Governments, especially those historic and high emitting countries facing heightened
obligations under the legal principle of common but differentiated responsibility, have done far
too little to phase out fossil fuels and other drivers of climate change. Many have continued to
expand fossil fuel infrastructure, including with public funding.

The choice of the United Arab Emirates as the host of the last climate change conference,
COP28, proved controversial not least because the state-owned Abu Dhabi National Qil
Company, headed by the COP28 president, had announced plans to aggressively expand its
fossil fuel production. The COP28 agreement to “transition away” from fossil fuels for energy
was the first time that fossil fuels had been mentioned in a COP decision. However, it fell far
short of what was needed, leaving loopholes that allow fossil fuel producers and states to
continue with business as usual.® Meanwhile, the total of USD 700 million pledged at COP28
to the Loss and Damage Fund, which is intended to assist communities in lower-income
countries who are suffering from disastrous weather events and other harms caused by global
warming, was barely enough to get it up and running.10

In more positive developments, several national and regional courts, including courts in
Cyprus and Ireland and the European Court of Human Rights, have recognized the right of
groups and individuals to file claims that governments have taken insufficient action to tackle
climate change or environmental degradation. These cases have the potential to hold
governments and fossil fuel companies to account for specific harm and to lay the groundwork
for further climate change litigation. Meanwhile, in March 2023, the UN General Assembly
backed Vanuatu and other Pacific Island states by asking the International Court of Justice to
provide an authoritative opinion on states’ obligations and responsibilities surrounding climate
change.ll

DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON MARGINALIZED PEOPLE

Racialized groups, including Indigenous Peoples and others experiencing intersecting
discrimination, have suffered disproportionately from the human rights harms associated with
economic crises, climate change and environmental degradation.

This disproportionate harm is attributable to several factors, including the cumulative impact
of present and past structural and direct discrimination. Consequently, marginalized
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communities in countries throughout the world have sometimes been unable to afford or
access medication and other essentials, including drinking water, sufficient food and power.

The high death toll among ethnic Rohingya from Cyclone Mocha, which hit Myanmar in May
2023, was largely attributable to the appalling conditions in which they have lived since being
forcibly displaced in 2012. The health of those living in poverty and informal sector workers
has been particularly damaged by the searing climate change-induced heatwaves in Pakistan.
Indigenous Peoples and other marginalized groups have been exceptionally impacted by
environmental degradation associated with large-scale extractive projects in regions including
the Americas and Asia.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Human rights defenders campaigning for the rights of those adversely affected by economic
crises, climate change and environmental degradation continue to be targeted by governments
and non-state actors.

Trade unions campaigning to protect workers facing the effect of economic crises and those
criticizing their government’s handling of economic crises have been targeted in countries from
Egypt to South Korea. In West and Central Africa, human rights defenders combating
corruption, a significant drain on resources, have been threatened, imprisoned or killed.1?

They are among large numbers of human rights defenders who have been persecuted,
intimidated or even killed within wider patterns of repression of dissent. Three people from the
Guapinol community in Honduras were killed in 2023. They had been campaigning against a
mining company to protect the river on which their subsistence depends. Human rights
defenders have also been among those affected by the new laws or regulations restricting the
rights to freedom of expression or association that came into force in 2023 in countries
including Bangladesh, China, Cuba, Hungary, India, Jordan, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Singapore and the UK.

Indigenous Peoples, climate justice activists and environmental human rights defenders have
faced mass arrests and prosecution when engaging in peaceful acts of civil disobedience.
When protesting, they have, like many other activists, been criminalized or been met with
excessive or unnecessary use of force. The deployment of kinetic impact projectiles and other
types of projectiles against protesters has led to thousands of injuries across the world,
including permanent disabilities and scores of deaths.!® The continued militarization of the
police exacerbates this risk. Major producers of less lethal weapons have irresponsibly
supplied them to security forces known for using them unlawfully.1* It is important then that
momentum for a legally binding treaty to control the trade in law enforcement equipment has
been growing. In 2023 the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN Special
Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and the UN Special
Rapporteur on torture all expressed their support for a Torture-Free Trade Treaty.

Governments and international financial institutions should implement debt relief,
including debt cancellation for countries that are unable to meet their human rights
obligations due to high debt repayments. They should invest in universal social protection
programmes that fulfil the right to social security for all and work together to establish a
proposed Global Fund for Social Protection to support lower-income countries.!5
Governments should cooperate to establish a UN tax convention. They should commit to a
full, rapid and equitable fossil fuel phase-out as part of a wider energy transition package.
They should work towards a UN Torture-Free Trade Treaty. They must guarantee the
protection of human rights defenders.
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THREATS OF NEW AND EXISTING TECHNOLOGIES

The emergence of generative Al tools has made headlines in recent months, highlighting the
threats that they and existing technologies pose to human rights, particularly the rights of those
most marginalized in society. States have not taken sufficient steps to rein in the global trade in
spyware or the surveillance-based business model of the biggest technology companies,
known as Big Tech.

RISKS OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The launch in 2023 of ChatGPT-4, a tool which can synthesize and generate text, has drawn
attention to how generative Al will transform people’s working lives, their access to government
services and their experience of internet platforms more generally. Like any new technology,
generative Al may create opportunities but, without adequate and effective regulation, may
also exacerbate risks to human rights in areas such as access to welfare, education and
employment, labour rights, privacy and online safety. Risks include the reinforcement of racial
and other inequalities, increased surveillance and the amplification of hate content online.16

Existing Al systems, among other technologies, have already amplified inequality and hurt
marginalized communities in areas such as access to state services, policing, security and
migration.!” In Serbia, the new semi-automated social welfare system, funded by the World
Bank, resulted in possibly thousands of people losing access to vital social assistance and
disproportionally affected Roma and people with disabilities. Israel’s use of facial recognition
technology in the Occupied Palestinian Territories has reinforced restrictions on freedom of
movement and helped maintain the system of apartheid. The New York Police Department
revealed in 2023 how it used the technology to subject Black Lives Matter protests in the city
to surveillance, but pressure mounted on the New York City Council to ban it. Meanwhile,
venture capital firms investing in new technologies have often failed in their responsibility to
respect human rights.18

GLOBAL SPYWARE TRADE

States have failed to rein in the global trade in spyware. Research by Amnesty International in
2023 helped uncover the use of Pegasus spyware against journalists and civil society in
Armenia, the Dominican Republic, India and Serbia. A major investigation on the Predator
Files by the European Investigative Collaborations, in partnership with Amnesty International,
uncovered how “EU-based and regulated” spyware has been freely sold to states all over the
world.!% In the aftermath of these revelations, the European Parliament adopted a resolution in
November 2023 criticizing the lack of action to curb abuses by the spyware industry. This built
on other signs that some policymakers are beginning to act, including a statement from 11
states in March 2023 that recognized the threats spyware presents to human rights.

ABUSES BY BIG TECH

The harms of Big Tech’s surveillance-based business model were laid bare again in 2023, not
only in the context of armed conflict, but also in how they undermine the rights of children and
other young people. TikTok’s content recommender system and invasive data collection
practices pose a danger to young users of the platform by amplifying depressive and suicidal
content that carry the risk of worsening existing mental health challenges.2? There has also
been an alarming surge in incitement against LGBTI people on X (formerly Twitter).2! The
proliferation of political mis- and disinformation is likely to increase, an especially grave risk
given the large number of elections taking place in 2024. Repressive political forces in many
parts of the world have weaponized social media to attack minorities and pit communities
against one another in an effort to bolster their chances of electoral success. Such efforts are
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facilitated and exacerbated by the social media algorithms and business models of Big Tech,
which prioritize “engagement” and profits at all costs. The risks are aggravated by the
emergence of generative Al tools.

Some regulators, on the one hand, and victims seeking remedies, on the other, are making
efforts to prevent further abuses. In July 2023, the Court of Justice of the EU delivered a major
ruling against the surveillance-based business model underpinning Meta, the company that
owns Facebook and Instagram. Shortly afterwards, the Norwegian authorities ordered Meta to
stop showing personalized advertisements based on the online activity and estimated location
of users in Norway. In the EU, civil society focused on pushing for robust implementation of
the landmark Digital Services Act of 2022, the world’s first comprehensive regulation governing
Big Tech and promising respect for human rights. However, there have been missed
opportunities to address the risks of Al technologies. The EU reached an agreement on the EU
Artificial Intelligence Act in 2023, but the final text did not go far enough to prevent harm and
may even contribute to the expansion and legitimization of the surveillance activities of police
and migration authorities.

Governments should immediately ban highly invasive spyware and facial recognition
technology. They should take robust legislative and regulatory steps to address the risks and
harms caused by Al technologies. They should rein in Big Tech, particularly by addressing
the harms of its surveillance-based business model.
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AFRICA REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Renewed violence in Sudan illustrated the immense suffering of civilians caught up in
armed conflicts across the region, and the utter disregard by parties to conflicts for
international humanitarian law. Reports of mass civilian casualties were frequent and
shocking, particularly given the scale of targeted and indiscriminate attacks. Sexual
violence remained a feature of armed conflict.

Criticizing governments remained dangerous in many African countries. Brutal
crackdowns against those who protested government excesses, failures, or allegations of
corruption, were pervasive and particularly targeted journalists, human rights defenders,
activists and opposition leaders and members. The killings of prominent human rights
defender Thulani Maseko in Eswatini and journalist Martinez Zogo in Cameroon, and the
death in suspicious circumstances of Rwandese investigative journalist John Williams
Ntwali, in one week in January, was a dark moment for the human rights movement.

Combined factors, including inflation, corruption, climate change and conflict, created
unbearable living conditions. Millions of people lacked access to basic economic and social
rights. Many countries were disproportionately affected by high food price inflation, and
food insecurity reached staggering levels.

Incessant armed conflicts and extreme weather events displaced millions of people from
their homes, and yet authorities in several countries flouted their obligations to provide
protection to refugees and asylum seekers.

Gender-based discrimination and violence against women and girls remained entrenched,
while homophobic attacks and clampdowns on LGBTI peoples’ rights escalated across the
region.

African governments remained largely indifferent to calls for them to tackle impunity,
thereby allowing it to flourish, and fuelling the cycle of violations and abuses, and the
disregard for the rule of law. Many governments undermined justice and accountability
initiatives or openly frustrated international scrutiny of their human rights records.

UNLAWFUL ATTACKS AND KILLINGS

Armed conflicts continued to have a devastating effect on civilians in Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
the Central African Republic (CAR), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Mali,
Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan and elsewhere. When they were not deliberately targeted, including in
ethnically motivated attacks, civilians bore the brunt of indiscriminate attacks, which
sometimes involved airstrikes, rockets, mortars and other explosive weapons with wide-area
effects. Some of these attacks constituted war crimes.

In Sudan, more than 12,000 people were killed when fighting erupted between the Sudan
Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). Targeted attacks in many parts of
the country, including the capital, Khartoum, but particularly in West Darfur, killed and injured
civilians, as did explosive weapons launched by the SAF and RSF from densely populated
neighbourhoods.

In Burkina Faso, members of the Ansaroul Islam armed group killed at least 60 civilians in
the town of Partiaga in February; six months later they killed 22 people in Nohao. Government
forces targeted civilians. In one case, soldiers, accompanied by Volunteers for the Defence of
the Homeland, killed at least 147 civilians in the village of Karma. In the DRC, armed groups
killed at least 4,000 people and wounded thousands. In Nord-Kivu province, fighters of the
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Allied Democratic Forces armed group killed some 23 people with machetes. In Ituri province,
at least 46 people, half of them children, were shot and hacked to death overnight by fighters
of the Cooperative for the Development of the Congo armed group. In Mali, attacks by Islamic
State in the Sahel on the villages of Gaina and Boyna, Gao region, left 17 people dead. Two
months later, an attack by members of the Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims on the
villages of Bodio and Yarou in the Bandiagara region, resulted in 37 civilian deaths.

An airstrike by the Nigerian air force killed 21 civilians in Niger state, while a new conflict
between Somaliland security forces and armed fighters resulted in 36 civilian deaths, in
Somalia, mainly due to the indiscriminate shelling of Las Anod town by Somaliland security
forces.

Parties to armed conflicts must protect civilians by ending targeted and indiscriminate
attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure.

CONFLICT-RELATED SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE

Widespread conflict-related sexual and gender-based violence, including rape, gang rape,
abduction and sexual slavery continued, and many survivors had no access to necessary
medical and psycho-social support. Soldiers of the Eritrean Defence Forces held at least 15
women captive for nearly three months at a military camp in Ethiopia’s Tigray region, raping
them repeatedly. In Burkina Faso, alleged members of Ansaroul Islam abducted 66 women,
girls and newborn babies near the village of Liki in the Sahel region. They were freed four days
later at a checkpoint in Tougouri. Boko Harem fighters abducted over 40 women in Mafa local
government area in Borno state, Nigeria.

In CAR, the UN announced that it had collected evidence of rape, incriminating 11
Tanzanian peacekeepers. In the DRC, over 38,000 sexual violence cases were reported in
Nord-Kivu province alone during the first quarter of 2023. In Mali, the UN recorded 51
incidents of conflict-related sexual violence, during the same period, against women and girls.
In Sudan, scores of women and girls were subjected to sexual violence, including rape, by
members of warring sides, mainly RSF and allied militias. In one case, RSF members
abducted 24 women and girls, holding them in a hotel in Nyala for days in conditions
amounting to sexual slavery.

Parties to armed conflicts should issue clear orders to their members or forces,
prohibiting acts of sexual and gender-based violence; and governments should ensure that
survivors of such violence have full access to medical and pyscho-social healthcare.

REPRESSION OF DISSENT
FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Across the region, protesters poured onto the streets to voice their concerns about a myriad of
issues, including the high cost of living, poor governance and human rights violations. In many
cases, security forces dispersed protests using excessive force; scores of protesters and
bystanders were killed and injured, including in Angola, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique,
Senegal and Somalia. Police in Kenya killed at least 57 people during protests between March
and July. In Senegal, at least 29 people were killed in June when police and armed men in
civilian clothing fired live ammunition to disperse violent protests in the capital, Dakar, and
Ziguinchor.
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In other cases, protests were banned in advance, including in Chad, Guinea, Senegal and
Sierra Leone. Bans were primarily targeted at rallies and demonstrations called for by civil
society or opposition parties or leaders. In Chad, two demonstrations organized by opposition
parties were among those banned by the Ministry of Public Security, ostensibly because the
parties did not exist legally and had not met the conditions for authorization of a
demonstration. In Guinea, a blanket ban, imposed on all political gatherings since May 2022,
remained in place although several rallies supporting the head of state were allowed to
proceed.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Threats to the right to freedom of expression continued. Speaking out against government
policies, actions or inaction, or publicly sharing information deemed damaging to the
government carried the risk of arrest, arbitrary detention, or death. Thulani Maseko, a human
rights defender in Eswatini, was assassinated in his home. Journalist Martinez Zogo’s mutilated
body was found five days after he was abducted in the Yaoundé suburbs in Cameroon. He had
been reporting on the alleged corruption of people close to the government. John Williams
Ntwali, an investigative journalist who reported on human rights-related issues, died in
suspicious circumstances in Rwanda, one day after he told another journalist that he feared
for his safety.

In South Sudan, seven journalists were arbitrarily detained at the National Security Service
detention facility in the capital, Juba, in relation to a video circulated on social media, which
allegedly showed the president urinating on himself. They were held for various periods of up
to 10 weeks and released without charge; one of them appeared to have been tortured and
otherwise ill-treated.

In Somalia, a court sentenced Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, a journalist and secretary general of
the Somali Journalists Syndicate, to two months’ imprisonment for “disobeying government
orders”. Having already spent over two months in detention on remand, he was released but
re-arrested just over one week later and detained for another month. In Tanzania, at least 12
people were arrested between June and December for criticizing the Tanzania/UAE port
agreement, and released unconditionally after a few days.

Judicial harassment of critics was common. In Burundi, journalist Floriane Irangabiye was
sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment for “undermining the integrity of the national territory”.
Her conviction, based on comments made on a radio show, was upheld on appeal. In Benin,
Virgile Ahouanse, news director of an online radio station, was given a 12-month suspended
prison sentence for “disseminating false information”. In 2022, he had broadcast an
investigation containing witness statements accusing the police of extrajudicial executions. In
Niger, Samira Ibrahim was convicted for “producing... data...to disturb public order”, after
she claimed on Facebook that Algeria did not recognize Niger’s military regime.

Several journalists, human rights defenders and activists, including in CAR, Chad, Mali,
Tanzania and Togo, were forced into exile. In Togo, Ferdinand Ayité and Isidore Kowonou of
L'Alternative newspaper were sentenced to three years in prison and a hefty fine after
publishing an article accusing two government members of corruption. They fled the country
to avoid serving their sentences. In CAR, a journalist who wrote about alleged corruption in the
National Assembly fled the country, following threats from an unidentified source. In Mali,
human rights defender Aminata Dicko was forced into exile after denouncing abuses by the
armed forces in a briefing to the UN Security Council, following which the gendarmerie
summoned her for questioning in connection to allegations of high treason and defamation.

In Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger, Togo and elsewhere, authorities suspended media
houses, newspaper outlets or news websites for various periods. Faced with social or political
upheavals, authorities in Ethiopia, Guinea, Mauritania and Senegal suspended or disrupted
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internet access. Nigeria’s National Broadcasting Commission imposed punitive fines on 25
stations over their coverage of the 2023 general elections for allegedly breaching the
broadcasting code. Other authorities went further, including in Benin where the Gazette du
Golfe press group was suspended indefinitely. In Burkina Faso, two foreign correspondents
were expelled from the country and in Niger, UEvénement newspaper was closed for alleged
non-payment of taxes.

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

Severe and unwarranted restrictions on the right to freedom of association increased.
Opposition parties were targeted and their ability to organize and freely conduct their activities
was stifled. In Burundi, authorities suspended almost all activities of the main opposition party,
the National Congress for Liberty. Following the July coup in Niger, the military suspended all
activities by political parties indefinitely. In Uganda, campaign gatherings and other activities of
the National Unity Platform party were suspended. On a positive note, Tanzania’s president
lifted a 2016 ban on political parties organizing rallies and other political activities.

Authorities continued to weaponize laws to curtail human rights, including the right to
freedom of association. In Angola, the NGO bill that, according to NGOs, could limit the right to
freedom of association and give the executive excessive powers to interfere in their activities,
was approved by parliament.

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS, AND TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Arbitrary arrests and detention remained widespread. Mass arrests and detention, in many
cases, were used during the dispersal by security forces of protests or during the enforcement
of states of emergency. In August, the Ethiopian government imposed a six-month nationwide
state of emergency, following armed clashes between the army and the Fano militia in the
Ambhara region. It provided the pretext for the detention of hundreds of people who were
denied access to lawyers and courts. In Senegal, over 1,000 people were arrested and
detained mostly for participating in protests, or for their alleged connection to the opposition
party, PASTEF.

In other countries, including Botswana, Burundi, Niger and Zimbabwe, high-profile political
figures were arrested or arbitrarily detained. In Botswana, several leaders of the Botswana
Patriotic Front opposition party, and two journalists, were arrested and detained without charge
for up to two days. Following the coup in Niger, President Bazoum and his family were
detained in the presidential complex. Several other former government and ruling party
officials were detained without charge. In Zimbabwe, Jacob Ngarivhume, the leader of
opposition party Transform Zimbabwe was acquitted on appeal eight months after being
sentenced to 48 months’ imprisonment (12 suspended). He had been arrested in July 2020
for leading and organizing anti-corruption protests.

Arbitrary arrests and detention were also reported in the DRC, Equatorial Guinea, Mali and
elsewhere.

Torture and other ill-treatment in detention remained a grave concern. Suspicious deaths in
police custody were reported in several countries, including Equatorial Guinea, Lesotho,
Mauritania and Nigeria. In Mauritania, human rights defender Souvi Ould Jibril Ould Cheine
died after interrogation at a police station. An official autopsy concluded that his death was
due to strangulation, contradicting the authorities’ claim that he died of a heart attack. The
public prosecutor ordered the arrest of the commissioner and police officers involved. In
Nigeria, Faiz Abdullahi died in police custody in Kaduna state, after being tortured during
interrogation. A 17-year-old student, died in hospital following torture during interrogation by
police in Adamawa state.
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EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS AND ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES

In several countries, extrajudicial executions and other unlawful killings, and enforced
disappearances continued to be used as tools of repression. In Burkina Faso, public figures
were abducted or arrested and forcibly disappeared, including the national president of an
organization representing pastoralists’ interests. In Burundi, reports of enforced
disappearances, mostly of political opponents, continued; the National Intelligence Service and
members of the ruling party’s youth wing, the Imbonerakure, were the main alleged
perpetrators. In Eritrea, the fate and whereabouts of 11 members of the G-15, a group of 15
senior politicians who spoke publicly against the president in 2001, remained unknown along
with that of 16 journalists accused of being linked to the G-15.

Governments must end the harassment and intimidation of journalists, human rights
defenders, activists, and opposition members and leaders; immediately and unconditionally
release anyone who is arbitrarily detained; and ensure media freedom is respected,
including by allowing media outlets to operate independently.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS
RIGHT T0 FOOD

Many African countries were among the world’s most affected by high food price inflation. The
number of food insecure people reached staggering proportions. The World Food Programme
estimated that as of February, 78% of Sierra Leone’s population was food insecure and 20% of
households were severely food insecure. In December, OCHA said that 5.83 million people
(46%) of South Sudan’s population were experiencing high levels of food insecurity. In
Namibia, acute food insecurity rose sharply, affecting 22% of the population.

Climate change and extreme weather events exacerbated the food crisis. In Madagascar,
food insecurity increased after two cyclones struck in January and February, destroying cash
crops and hindering humanitarian aid delivery to affected areas. In Somalia, an estimated 5
million people experienced food crisis; drought devastated the agriculture sector, which
provides up to 90% of its exports.

Armed conflicts compounded the situation. In Burkina Faso, armed groups besieged at least
46 towns and cities, cutting off access to essential supplies, blocking residents’ access to their
farmlands and sabotaging water infrastructure. International aid agencies suspended food aid
to Ethiopia’s Tigray region for six months following evidence of supplies being diverted,
allegedly by government agencies and the military. Over 4 million already food insecure people
were affected, and hundreds reportedly died as a result.

Governments took measures to combat inflation and ensure a stable food supply to the
domestic market. These included Sierra Leone’s adoption of a programme to increase
agricultural productivity and food self-sufficiency, and Cote d’lvoire’s suspension of rice and
sugar exports. Meanwhile, the international response was insufficient. International funds
assigned to food security in Chad was USD 96.9 million as of September, USD 128.1 million
short of what was needed. In South Sudan, funding shortfalls for the UN’s humanitarian
project meant that emergency food assistance had to be prioritized for people experiencing the
highest levels of food insecurity.

RIGHT TO EDUCATION

The right to education was denied or severely impeded in conflict-affected countries,
particularly in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the DRC and Niger. In Burkina Faso, at least 6,549
schools were closed as of October, and only about 539 reopening during the year, affecting
over one million children. In Cameroon, at least 13 violent incidents against educational
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establishments were reported in the Northwest and Southwest regions, including the
abduction of children and teachers, between January and July, and at least 2,245 schools
were closed. In the DRC, the education of around 750,000 children was disrupted in two of
the most conflict-affected provinces in the east. Thousands of schools were attacked, forced to
close due to insecurity, or used as shelters for displaced people.

On a positive note, Zambia’s Free Education Programme for primary school age children
began in January under which an extra 4,500 teachers were recruited. In Tanzania, there was
an overall increase in enrolment and literacy rates, and a reduction in barriers to children’s
access to school. However, despite the lifting in 2022 of the ban on pregnant girls and
adolescent mothers attending mainstream schools, low retention rates continued.

RIGHT TO HEALTH

Access to healthcare in many countries remained a challenge. The Ghana Health Service
revealed in February that 27 pregnant women in Bawku municipality died between 2021 and
2022 due to their inability to access medical services. In South Africa, a strike action in March
relating to wage disputes, hindered access to healthcare services and resulted in four deaths,
according to the health minister. Meanwhile, shigellosis, cholera, typhoid and other disease
epidemics were reported in Congo, South Sudan and elsewhere.

FORCED EVICTIONS

Governments continued to carry out forced evictions in the name of development projects. In
Benin, thousands of people who had been forcibly evicted in connection with tourism projects
along the coast, between the cities of Cotonou and Ouidah, complained about the lack of
adequate compensation. In the DRC'’s Lualaba province, the expansion of industrial-scale
cobalt and copper mines, driven by the growing global demand for energy transition minerals,
fuelled forced evictions of thousands of people from their homes and farmland.

In Uganda’s Hoima district, security forces used violence to forcibly evict nearly 500 families
from their land to allow for the construction of the East African Crude Oil Pipeline. In Tanzania,
at least 67 Maasai Indigenous People were arrested, mainly in Endulen village, for refusing to
leave their ancestral lands under ongoing enforced relocation plans to establish a protected
wildlife area in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area.

Governments must take immediate action to address socio-economic hardships, ensuring
that resources are made available, in line with their minimum core obligations, to provide
their populations with economic and social rights.

INTERNALLY DISPLAGED PEOPLES’, REFUGEES’ AND
MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

Nearly 7 million people were estimated to be internally displaced in the DRC, the highest
number in Africa. The country hosted 500,000 refugees from armed conflict and persecution
in other African countries. Between January and August, around 45,000 people fled the DRC
for neighbouring countries, including Uganda which hosted over 1.6 million refugees, the
largest refugee population in Africa.

Over 5.8 million people were internally displaced since April in Sudan, making it the scene of
the largest displacement crisis in the world in 2023. Over 4.5 million of them were displaced
between April — when the conflict began — and October, while about 1.4 million Sudanese and
other nationalities fled to neighbouring countries. However, some countries denied Sudanese
asylum seekers entry; the Egyptian authorities required all Sudanese nationals to obtain an
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entry visa issued by the Egyptian consular office in Sudan, and introduced the additional entry
requirement of security clearance for boys and men aged between 16 and 50.

In Niger, around 9,000 refugees and migrants who had been deported by the Algerian
authorities arrived at the border village of Assamaka between January and April. In Malawi,
police arrested hundreds of refugees from their homes and businesses in the capital,
relocating them to the Dzaleka refugee camp.

Governments must honour their obligations to provide protection to refugees, asylum
seekers and migrants, including by respecting the right to claim asylum and to non-
refoulement.

DISCRIMINATION
WOMEN'S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

The devastating effects of female genital mutilation were illustrated when a two-year-old girl
died after being subjected to the practice in Sierra Leone. Child, early and forced marriage
persisted in the region. Nearly 29% of women aged between 20 and 24 in Zambia had been
married before they were 18. The case of 16-year-old Nazira who ended her life to escape a
forced marriage shone a spotlight on the harm caused by early marriage in Niger.

There were several positive legislative developments. The DRC enacted a law criminalizing
gender-based intimidation and stigmatization. In Sierra Leone, a new law required that 30% of
seats in public office be held by women. In South Africa, a bill intended to establish a body to
oversee the implementation of a strategic plan on gender-based violence was released for
public comment.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

Some countries took anti-gay legislative steps. In Uganda a new law introducing the death
penalty for the offence of “aggravated homosexuality” was followed by reports of increased
violence against LGBTI people. In Kenya, an MP proposed a bill that could further criminalize
consensual same-sex sexual relations. In Ghana, parliament approved an anti-gay bill. In
Eswatini, the government flouted a court ruling when it refused to register an LGBTI
organization.

The arrest and detention of LGBTI people was common. In Burundi, 24 people were arrested
in February in Gitega at a workshop on economic inclusion. They, and two others later added
to the case, were prosecuted on charges of “homosexuality” and “incitement to debauchery”.
Seven were found guilty in August and nine of those acquitted were not immediately released,
one of whom died in custody. In Nigeria, 69 men faced criminal trial for organizing a gay
wedding in Delta state while another group of 59 men and 17 women were arrested in Gombe
state for allegedly holding a “gay” birthday party.

Anti-gay rhetoric increased in Botswana, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi and Tanzania.
In Botswana and Malawi, hundreds of protesters, backed by religious groups and government
officials, demonstrated against the decriminalization of consensual same-sex sexual relations.
In Cameroon, authorities threatened to suspend media outlets if they broadcast “programmes
promoting homosexual practices”. In Ethiopia, an on- and offline campaign against LGBTI
people was launched by social media influencers, religious leaders and popular artists. In
Tanzania, the education minister banned books that include LGBTI content from schools.

On a positive note, Namibia’s supreme court ruled that spouses of Namibian citizens could
regularize their immigration status based on same-sex marriages concluded outside the
country; and Kenya’s supreme court affirmed the right to freedom of association for LGBTI
people.
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PERSONS WITH ALBINISM
Crimes against persons with albinism, including reports of attempted abductions, physical
attacks and desecration of graves, increased in Malawi. In Angola, the National Action Plan for
the Protection and Promotion of the Human Rights of Persons with Albinism was adopted.
Governments must urgently combat all forms of gender-based discrimination and violence
against women and girls, including by addressing the root causes, and increasing efforts to
eliminate harmful practices. Governments must strengthen protections of LGBTI people’s
rights including through legislation, and by effectively investigating reports of abuse and
bringing suspected perpetrators to justice.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Several countries were affected by extreme weather events, the intensity and frequency of
which could be related to climate change. However, governments were ill-prepared to respond
to slow and rapid onset weather events across the region. In February and March, Cyclone
Freddy affected millions of people in Malawi and Mozambique, killing 679 and 453 people,
respectively. Floods claimed many lives in several other countries, including the DRC and
Rwanda. In September, the first Africa Climate Summit was held in Nairobi to establish a
united African position ahead of negotiations at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP28).

Governments must take immediate measures to protect against the risk and impacts of
the climate crisis and strengthen their preparedness for extreme weather events, including
by seeking international assistance and climate finance from developed countries to adopt
effective mitigation and adaptation policies, and to remediate the loss and damages
experienced by the most marginalized.

RIGHT TO TRUTH, JUSTICE AND REPARATION

Following the Ethiopian government’s cynical campaign to frustrate justice and accountability
initiatives, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights prematurely terminated the
mandate of its Commission of Inquiry into the situation in the Tigray Region, without publishing
any findings. The government also targeted the UN International Commission of Human Rights
Experts on Ethiopia (ICHREE), resulting in the failure by member states at the UN Human
Rights Council to table a resolution to renew ICHREE's mandate. Meanwhile, Burundi walked
out of its review session at the UN Human Rights Committee, objecting to the presence of a
human rights defender convicted in his absence on false accusations of participating in the
2015 coup attempt, while Tanzania prevented a UNESCO fact-finding delegation from visiting
Ngorongoro to investigate reports of violent forced evictions against the Maasai Indigenous
People.

Several countries introduced or considered introducing truth and reconciliation processes,
albeit at the expense of pursuing justice and accountability for victims of crimes under
international law and other serious human rights violations and abuses. The DRC’s government
adopted the Draft National Transitional Justice Policy, and the Ethiopian government started
consultations for the adoption of a similar policy.

In South Sudan, the Council of Ministers approved two draft bills to establish the Commission
for Truth, Reconciliation and Healing and the Compensation and Reparation Authority, which
were yet to be tabled for debate in parliament. However, it continued to block the
establishment of the Hybrid Court for South Sudan. Authorities in the Gambia agreed to
establish a hybrid court to prosecute suspected perpetrators of serious human rights violations
during Yahya Jammeh'’s presidency.
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Several suspected perpetrators of crimes under international law were arrested. CAR’s
Special Criminal Court announced the arrests of four men accused of war crimes and/or
crimes against humanity. Steps were taken to bring two genocide suspects to account:
Fulgence Kayishema was re-arrested on a new arrest warrant that would allow his extradition
to the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals in Tanzania while Théoneste
Niyongira was deported from Malawi to Rwanda.

Governments must strengthen efforts to fight impunity by undertaking prompt, thorough,
independent, impartial, effective and transparent investigations into crimes under
international law and other serious human rights violations and abuses, bringing suspected
perpetrators to justice and ensuring victims’ access to an effective remedy.
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AMERICAS REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Civic space continued to shrink across the Americas, threatening the progress made in
recent decades in relation to human rights. Human rights defenders, particularly climate
justice activists and those fighting to protect their land and the environment, and
journalists were targets of harassment, criminalization, attacks and killings, thus, the
region continued to be one of the most dangerous places for these activities. Most
countries across the Americas lacked robust protection systems for human rights
defenders. Peaceful demonstrations were met with unlawful force by security forces.
Authorities persisted in violating people’s rights to life, liberty, fair trial and physical
integrity, and arbitrary detentions were widespread. Gender-based violence across the
region remained entrenched and authorities failed to address impunity for these crimes and
protect women, girls and other groups of people at risk of discrimination and violence.
Progress in recent years to expand access to safe abortion experienced a marked setback
across the region, even in countries where it had been decriminalized. LGBTI people
continued to experience widespread persecution, as well as obstacles to legal recognition.
Indigenous Peoples continued to be disproportionately affected by human rights violations
and faced discrimination. In a number of countries, Indigenous Peoples were denied the
right to free, prior and informed consent, particularly in relation to large-scale projects.
Devastating economic, humanitarian and political crises across the Americas led to a
dramatic increase in the number of people leaving their home countries in search of safety.
Authorities in several countries failed to respect and protect the rights of refugees and
migrants. Countries increasingly employed military force to manage their growing numbers.
Impunity for human rights violations and crimes under international law remained
pervasive, with many countries continuing to evade international scrutiny. Brazil, Canada
and the USA were among the largest contributors to global greenhouse gas emissions. The
expansion of fossil fuel extraction and fossil fuel production in the region threatened global
climate goals. Governments failed to commit to rapidly and equitably phasing out the use
and production of all fossil fuels and fossil fuel subsidies. But all is not lost. Despite the
bleak outlook, human rights defenders and others speaking out to protect human rights
across the Americas continued to fight in the face of increased adversity to ensure that
structural changes are achieved with a view to creating a fairer and more equal region for
all.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL
ASSEMBLY

Civic space continued to shrink at an alarming rate across the Americas. In countries including
El Salvador, Nicaragua and Venezuela, where the right to freedom of expression was already
under threat, governments imposed further legal and institutional measures against civil
society groups in an attempt to silence critics. Between August 2022 and September 2023,
Nicaragua revoked the legal status of more than 2,000 NGOs, bringing the number of NGOs
closed since 2018 to 3,394. In August, the Central American University in Nicaragua was
closed, accused of being a “terrorism centre”, and properties belonging to entities including
the Red Cross were confiscated. In Cuba, in May, a new law granted the government power to
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order telecommunications providers to stop servicing users who published information
deemed harmful to public order or morality.

El Salvador saw an increase in protests in 2023, as the situation in the country continued to
deteriorate under the state of emergency imposed in March 2022. The authorities’ obstructive
response to these legitimate expressions of social discontent, which included stigmatization,
threats, excessive surveillance of organizers and restrictions of movement, violated people’s
rights to freedom of association and peaceful assembly.

In countries including Argentina, Bolivia, Cuba, El Salvador, Haiti, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto
Rico and Venezuela, authorities responded to public protests with repression. In Bolivia, the
Ombudsperson’s Office reported several instances of excessive use of force by police in
response to a series of protests in January following the arrest of the governor of Santa Cruz.

In Argentina, Canada, Cuba, Mexico, Puerto Rico and the USA, governments filed criminal
charges against peaceful protesters. Laws diluting legal obligations on the use of force were
passed in Chile. In the USA, 16 states introduced bills restricting the right to protest. The state
of North Carolina heightened penalties for existing “riot” offences and for protests occurring
near pipelines.

The Americas remains a dangerous place for journalists. Media workers were threatened,
harassed, killed and put under unlawful surveillance in Argentina, Colombia, Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, EI Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay and Venezuela. In the Dominican
Republic, evidence showed that Nuria Piera, a high-profile journalist who reports on corruption
and impunity, was targeted in 2020 and 2021 with NSO Group’s Pegasus spyware, which
enables unrestricted access to a device. The authorities denied involvement in the
surveillance. In Mexico, at least five journalists were killed in connection with their work,
according to the organization Article 19.

States must repeal laws and practices that hinder the rights to freedom of expression,
association and peaceful assembly. They must take additional measures to effectively
protect people’s rights to express their opinions and to safeguard the work of journalists.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

The Americas continued to be one of the most dangerous regions in the world for human
rights defenders. Defenders working to protect land and the environment faced increased risks
in countries including Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras and
Mexico. Black, Indigenous and women human rights defenders remained particularly at risk.
Governments and non-state actors used a variety of tools such as harassment, stigmatization,
criminalization and killings to stop human rights activists from doing their essential and
legitimate work in countries including Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela. In Brazil, an average of
three defenders had been murdered every month over the past four years, according to
Justica Global. Honduras had the highest number of human rights defenders killed per capita
in the world, according to data from Global Witness. In July, a member of the Guapinol
community in Honduras was shot dead in broad daylight six months after two of his family
members were also killed. They had been campaigning against a mining company to protect
the river on which their subsistence depends. At the end of the year, the killings remained
unpunished.

Although most countries across the Americas lacked robust protection systems for human
rights defenders, Colombia showed some signs of improvement. In Colombia, the Ministry of
the Interior announced the strengthening of the collective protection programme for human
rights defenders from grassroots organizations and communities, targeting those defending
land and territory.
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States must ensure human rights defenders are able to carry out their activities safely by
developing effective protection programmes, or by improving existing ones, as well as
ensuring that those suspected of attacking activists are brought to justice.

ARBITRARY DETENTION AND UNFAIR TRIALS

Arbitrary detention remained widespread across the region. Authorities continued to violate
people’s rights to liberty, a fair trial and physical integrity in countries including Cuba, El
Salvador, Nicaragua and Venezuela. In the USA, many detentions had discriminatory
undertones.

In El Salvador, more than 73,000 arbitrary detentions had been recorded since the start of
the state of emergency in March 2022. Most detainees were accused of “illegal associations”,
a crime linked to gang activity and membership. These detentions violated due process
guarantees through the absence of judicial orders and the concealment of the identity of the
judges processing detainees.

In countries including El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua and Venezuela, detainees were often
tortured or ill-treated, and in some cases forcibly disappeared. In Venezuela, there were
around 15,700 arbitrary arrests between 2014 and 2023, and around 280 people remained in
detention for political reasons, according to civil society organizations. Student activist and
musician, John Alvarez, was detained on 30 August and was held incommunicado for over 24
hours. He was tortured and forced to incriminate a union leader and a journalist in a video
recorded by police officers. He was released in December.

Fair trial rights were not respected in a number of countries including Bolivia, Cuba, El
Salvador, Nicaragua, the USA and Venezuela. Thirty Muslim men remained arbitrarily and
indefinitely detained in the detention facility at the US naval base in Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba,
in violation of international law. The men continued to be denied hearings despite the US
Supreme Court ruling in 2008 that they have a right to habeas corpus.

Authorities must guarantee rights to a fair trial and refrain from misusing the justice
system. States must fulfil the right to reparation of those who have suffered arbitrary
detention.

EXCESSIVE AND UNNECESSARY USE OF FORCE

Excessive and unnecessary use of force by law enforcement, including lethal force, permeated
the region, particularly in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico and the USA. In many cases, force was used
disproportionately with a racist bias. In Brazil, at least 394 people were killed in police
operations in the states of Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, and S&o Paulo between July and September,
as the government continued to disregard measures to reduce police violence, including the
use of body cameras. In the USA, at least 1,153 people were killed by police in 2023,
according to media sources. In Peru, the state responded to protests across the country by
using lethal force and excessively using less-than-lethal force, with a racist bias particularly
targeting Indigenous Peoples. The number of deaths during the protests amounted to 49
civilians and one police officer, and hundreds of people injured, in under two months. At least
20 of those cases could be considered extrajudicial executions.

Police reform advanced with mixed results in Chile and Colombia. Authorities in Colombia
introduced regulatory initiatives to change the structure and operation of some aspects of the
police force, including a new manual on the use of force during protests. Comprehensive
police reform was still pending.
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Militarization of security continued in a number of countries, including El Salvador and
Honduras, both of which had states of emergency in place. Ecuador and Mexico widened their
legal frameworks to allow for the use of armed forces in public security tasks.

Authorities must ensure law enforcement complies with international human rights law
and standards, including on the use of force. They must ensure that those suspected of
human rights violations are brought to justice.

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

Entrenched gender-based violence, including femicide, continued to be the norm across the
region and authorities systematically failed to address impunity for these crimes. In Mexico, an
average of nine women were murdered each day, according to the Executive Secretariat of the
National Public Security System and most cases were never effectively solved. In Canada, the
UN reported an increase in the number of Indigenous women and girls who were missing or
had been murdered, and high rates of sexual assault and exploitation among Indigenous
women, girls and two-spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer, questioning, intersex and
asexual (2SLGBTQQIA+) people living near pipeline construction sites.

Access to sexual and reproductive rights remained extremely challenging throughout the
region, even in countries such as Argentina where abortion was legalized in 2020 and
Colombia where it was decriminalized in 2022. In El Salvador, a total ban on abortion
remained in place and at least 21 women were facing charges related to obstetric
emergencies. Chile made no progress in adopting a legal framework to fully decriminalize
abortion and ensure equal and barrier-free access to safe abortion services. In Brazil, abortion
remained a criminal offence; at least 19 people had died due to unsafe abortion by July,
according to the Ministry of Health. In September, a lawsuit seeking the decriminalization of
abortion in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy was put before the Federal Supreme Court, but
voting was suspended.

In some countries, the rollback on access to abortion expanded. Following the 2022 US
Supreme Court decision that ended federal protections to the right to abortion, 15 states
implemented total bans on abortion or bans with extremely limited exceptions. The measures
continued to disproportionately impact Black and other racialized people.

Nevertheless, some progress was made. In Honduras, abortion remained banned, but the
government ended 14 years of prohibition on the use and sale of the emergency contraceptive
pill. In Mexico, the Supreme Court declared the criminalization of abortion unconstitutional, as
well as the suspension of medical personnel for performing or assisting with abortions.

Authorities must end impunity for violent crimes against women and girls. They must also
guarantee access to safe abortion and other sexual and reproductive rights, including
comprehensive sex education.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

LGBTI people continued to face widespread harassment, discrimination, threats, violent
attacks and killings, as well as obstacles to legal recognition in countries including Argentina,
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico and the USA.
Impunity was the norm in most cases.

In Guatemala, where same-sex marriage remained illegal, at least 34 people were killed
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity, according to the National LGBTIQ+
Human Rights Observatory. More transgender people were killed in Brazil than anywhere else
in the world for the 14th consecutive year. In Peru, despite several reports of violence
against and killings of LGBTI people, there was still no official registry of hate crimes. In
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Paraguay, the judiciary rejected five lawsuits filed by transgender people demanding legal
recognition of their names in accordance with their gender identity. In the USA, the passage of
anti-LGBTI laws at state level increased dramatically. Only 54% of LGBTI adults in the USA
lived in states with hate crime laws covering sexual orientation and gender identity and
expression.

In Argentina, in April, Sofia Inés Fernandez, a 40-year-old trans woman, was found dead in a
police station cell in the town of Derqui, Buenos Aires, where she had been detained for
alleged robbery. The accused police officers claimed that she had died by suicide, but the
preliminary autopsy revealed asphyxia as the cause of death.

Despite the bleak outlook, there was some progress. In Colombia, a person received a
university degree matching their non-binary identity for the first time in April.

Authorities must strengthen protection for LGBTI people, including by effectively
investigating reports of abuse and bringing perpetrators to justice.

INDIGENOUS PEOQPLES’ RIGHTS

Indigenous Peoples, historically subjected to racial discrimination and marginalization,
continued to be disproportionately affected by human rights violations. In Colombia, 45% of all
displacement victims in 2023 were Afro-descendants and 32% were Indigenous Peoples,
according to the OCHA. In Brazil, Sdnia Guajajara, an Indigenous woman, became the first
minister of Indigenous Peoples. Brazil's Ministry of Health declared a national public health
emergency due to the lack of assistance available for the Yanomami People, who were
suffering from malnutrition, contamination, and sexual violence, largely caused by the
presence of illegal mining activities in their territory in the Amazon region.

In several countries including Argentina, Canada, Ecuador and Venezuela, the right to free,
prior and informed consent, particularly in relation to large-scale economic projects, was
denied. In Canada, the National Action Plan for the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, released by the government in June, did not include accountability
mechanisms, and free, prior-and-informed consent. Several Wet'suwet’en land defenders went
on trial in May and October for protecting their territory against the construction of a pipeline.
One was found not guilty in November; the others were awaiting decisions and could face
prison sentences if found guilty.

Land tenure and entitlement problems continued in a number of countries. In Paraguay, the
Tekoha Sauce Indigenous community of the Ava Guarani Paranaense People were still waiting
for the restitution of their ancestral territory, which had been seized by hydroelectric power
company ltaipu Binacional. The company appealed a court decision that rejected an eviction
order to remove the community from another area of their ancestral land.

States must ensure Indigenous Peoples have ownership and control over their lands and
resources. They must implement policies to end violence against Indigenous Peoples and
guarantee justice, truth and reparation for the human rights violations they have endured.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

Devastating political, humanitarian and economic crises across the Americas contributed to a
systematic increase in the number of people leaving their home countries in search of safety
and facing human rights violations in the process. More than 7.72 million Venezuelans had left
the country by the end of the year, according to figures from UNHCR, the UN refugee agency.
Authorities in Panama reported that 520,000 people crossed the border between Colombia
and Panama through the Darien Gap, more than double the total number in 2022. There was
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also a dramatic increase in the number of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees arriving in
Mexico with the aim of reaching the USA or Canada.

Authorities in a number of countries, including Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru and
the USA, failed to respect and protect the rights of migrants and refugees, including by
denying them their right to seek asylum. In the USA, following the termination of immigration
policy Title 42, the state implemented new migration measures that continued to drastically
limit access to asylum at the US-Mexico border. These included presuming ineligibility in the
majority of cases and mandatory use of a mobile phone app that offered limited appointments.
This resulted in many asylum seekers being stranded at the border in inhumane conditions
and exposed to violence and other abuses.

The US administration extended Temporary Protected Status for Haitian, Honduran,
Nepalese, Nicaraguan, Somali, South Sudanese, Sudanese, Ukrainian, Venezuelan and
Yemeni nationals, granting work authorization and protection from removal from the USA. A
parole process was instituted for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans, which
provided travel authorization for up to 30,000 individuals from these countries to enter the
USA each month with US-based sponsors.

US authorities continued to employ arbitrary mass immigration detention, using private
prisons to detain people seeking safety. In Canada, the provinces of Ontario, Quebec,
Saskatchewan and New Brunswick announced an end to their immigration detention
arrangements with the Canada Border Services Agency, joining British Columbia, Alberta,
Manitoba and Nova Scotia in their commitment not to detain individuals solely on immigration
grounds by July 2024. In Mexico, where detention conditions for migrants and asylum seekers
were particularly dire, the Supreme Court issued a landmark ruling in March declaring that the
maximum period of detention in an immigration detention centre was 36 hours, after which
authorities had the obligation to release migrants and asylum seekers.

The deployment of the military to manage the rising numbers of migrants and refugees
arriving at their territories expanded across the region. In Chile, in February, the government
deployed military troops along its borders with Bolivia and Peru to prevent the irregular entry of
people seeking safety, mostly affecting Venezuelans.

Venezuelans in Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru faced significant barriers to access an
asylum procedure and other temporary or complementary protection programmes. As a result,
many could not regularize their status and access essential services, including health services.
Authorities continued to fail to protect Venezuelan women facing gender-based violence, who
were at particular risk. Many did not report the violence out of fear, mistrust or misinformation,
and could not access services due to lack of regular status.

In the Dominican Republic, discrimination against Haitians or people of Haitian descent and
anti-Black racism persisted and put migrants, asylum seekers, refugees, women and girls and
LGBTI people at particular risk. Immigration authorities and law enforcement officials raided
hospitals to conduct discriminatory searches for Haitian women and girls to arbitrarily arrest
and deport them.

Authorities must urgently cease unlawful deportations, respect the principle of non-
refoulement and refrain from detaining refugees and migrants. States must also ensure
everyone can apply for asylum and access a fair and effective asylum procedure, especially
those fleeing mass human rights violations, and they must provide refugees the protection
they are entitled to. They must combat racism and xenophobia against migrants, refugees,
and asylum seekers.
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RIGHT TO TRUTH, JUSTICE AND REPARATION

Impunity for human rights violations, including crimes under international law, continued to be
the norm in countries including Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, with advances in some countries.

In Bolivia, in October, the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts for Bolivia reported
that there had been little progress in the investigations into human rights violations committed
in the context of the 2019 political crisis, during which 37 people died and hundreds were
injured by the security forces. Investigations into killings by the police in Brazil were also
ineffective. The three police officers indicted for the murder of activist Pedro Henrique Cruz in
2018 in Tucano, Bahia, had still not been brought to trial and his mother, Ana Maria,
continued to suffer threats and intimidation. In Chile, impunity continued for the majority of
human rights violations committed during the 2019 social upheaval. According to the Attorney
General’s Office in Chile, charges where only filed in 127 of the 10,142 complaints made by
victims of violations committed at that time. These resulted in 38 convictions and 17
acquittals.

In Ecuador, human rights violations committed by security forces in the context of protests in
2019 and 2022 remained unpunished. In June, Executive Decree 755 stipulated that law
enforcement officials suspected of having caused injury or harm to, or the death of, a person
could only be apprehended or removed from office following conviction. In Colombia, as of
June, little progress had been made in the implementation of the 2016 Peace Agreement.

Nevertheless, justice, truth and reparation processes did advance in some jurisdictions,
including Argentina and Chile. In Argentina, trials before ordinary civilian courts continued for
crimes against humanity committed under the 1976-1983 military regime. In Chile, the
national search plan for people who had disappeared during the regime of Augusto
Pinochet (1973-1990) was presented; its implementation remained pending. The government
also announced a National Memory and Heritage Policy for the protection of memorial sites
related to this period.

In June, the Pre-Trial Chamber of the ICC authorized the Office of the Prosecutor to resume
his investigation into crimes against humanity in Venezuela, and an Argentinian federal
prosecutor launched an investigation into crimes against humanity in Venezuela based on the
principle of universal jurisdiction.

States must commit to combat impunity and guarantee truth, justice and reparations.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

States across the Americas region, particularly Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Ecuador,
Mexico, Peru and the USA, have failed to take sufficient and effective measures to ensure
people’s right to a healthy environment and mitigate the effects of the climate crisis on human
rights. This was particularly evident in the context of large-scale extractive projects that
disproportionately affected Indigenous Peoples, fence-line communities living in the vicinity of
these projects and other marginalized groups who are exceptionally vulnerable to
environmental degradation. Despite Bolivia's commitment to maintain its forest cover, human
rights defenders highlighted insufficient measures to prevent an intense forest fire season —
worsened by climate change — towards the end of the year.

Many countries criminalized people, including Indigenous Peoples, who had actively
protested extractive development projects that had a negative impact on the environment and
vulnerable carbon sinks.

In 2023, global temperatures and greenhouse gas emissions reached record highs. Although
the contributions of countries in the Americas varied significantly, Brazil, Canada and the USA
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were among the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions in the region and globally.
The expansion of fossil fuel extraction and projects that involve the burning of gas associated
with the extraction of crude oil (gas flaring) in the region, as well as the maintenance of fossil
fuel subsidies, threatened the global climate goals set in the Paris Agreement. Governments of
the region failed to commit to rapidly and equitably phasing out the use and production of all
fossil fuels and all types of fossil fuel subsidies.

Authorities must urgently address the effects of the climate crisis on human rights by
developing region-wide climate action. Industrialized and other high-emitting countries in
the region must take the lead in climate mitigation, including by stopping the expansion of
fossil fuel production and subsidies. Governments must also ensure protection for
Indigenous Peoples and human rights defenders campaigning for climate justice and
environmental rights. Developed countries in the region must also urgently scale up climate
finance to support lower-income, developing countries’ mitigation and adaptation
strategies, and commit to providing additional dedicated funding for loss and damage.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

Poverty and extreme poverty rates in the region, which increased significantly during the
Covid-19 pandemic, returned to pre-pandemic levels in 2023, but countries continued to fail
to take the necessary steps to meet the target to end poverty by 2030. Nearly 30% of the
population in Latin America (183 million people) continued to live in poverty and 11.4% (72
million) in extreme poverty. Inequality remained the main challenge for countries to be able to
promote inclusive growth and development, with 34% of total income in Latin America
concentrated in the richest 10% of the population.

States must take robust measures — fiscal and budgetary — to tackle poverty and
inequality and to ensure they meet their human rights obligations regarding the rights to
health, education, housing and social security and access to essential services and goods.
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ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL OVERVIEW

There were modest gains for the rights of women and LGBTI people in several countries; a
new law criminalizing torture and enforced disappearance was adopted in Thailand; and the
mandatory death penalty was abolished in Malaysia. Yet, overall, the outlook for human
rights in the Asia-Pacific region remained bleak.

Escalating armed conflict in Myanmar resulted in yet more civilian deaths and
displacement. In Afghanistan, the Taliban intensified their repression especially against
women and girls. A growing intolerance of dissent was evident throughout much of the
region as restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association
tightened in multiple countries and territories. Critics of government policies and actions,
including human rights defenders, political activists and journalists, were arbitrarily
arrested and detained; protests against injustice were often met with unlawful, sometimes
lethal, force.

Long-standing patterns of discrimination against religious and ethnic minorities and so-
called lower castes, women and girls, LGBTI people and Indigenous Peoples persisted.
People belonging to these and other marginalized groups were particularly hard hit in
countries suffering economic crises. They were also the first to suffer the often-deadly
consequence of climate-change induced weather events, yet governments across the region
failed to take effective action to curb carbon emissions or to put in place effective
protection and adaptation measures.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

The right to freedom of expression remained under threat as many governments intensified
crackdowns on media, human rights defenders, opposition parties, government critics and
others.

Several countries maintained or intensified already extreme restrictions. In Afghanistan,
journalists and other media workers were among those subjected to harassment and arbitrary
detention, and more media outlets were shut down or were forced to close their doors. In
Myanmar, journalists were among those sentenced to long terms of imprisonment in unfair
trials. In North Korea, there was no let-up in the government’s total control over civic space
with harsh penalties imposed on anyone who criticized the government or engaged in
“reactionary” ideology.

Elsewhere, government efforts to silence critical voices took multiple forms. New laws or
regulations restricting the rights to freedom of expression came into force in Bangladesh,
China, India, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea and Singapore. The new government in Fiji
repealed a law limiting media freedoms, but other restrictive legislation remained.

In Cambodia, the licence of one of the few remaining independent media outlets was
revoked. The Indian government weaponized the central financial and investigation agencies
to carry out raids on and suspend the licences of media outlets and human rights
organizations. Bhutan, where civil servants are barred from sharing information of public
interest with the media, slipped down global press freedom rankings.

Censorship and surveillance technologies were increasingly used to suppress dissent. In
China, new guidelines placed further restrictions on social media users, while social media
companies required certain users to disclose their identity, raising concerns about the right to
privacy. In Hong Kong, the draconian National Security Law and colonial-era sedition law were
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used to censor books, songs, social media and other on- and offline content. In Viet Nam,
Amnesty International found that state agents, or persons acting on their behalf, were likely
behind a campaign targeting dozens of social media accounts using Predator spyware, while
the Thai government failed to address concerns about its use of Pegasus spyware against
human rights defenders, politicians and civil society activists.

Judicial harassment of those who shared information or expressed views critical of or deemed
sensitive by governments was also commonplace. Journalists and activists in Viet Nam were
prosecuted and imprisoned for “disseminating propaganda against the state”. In the Maldives,
journalists were arrested for reporting on protests and other events. In Malaysia, the
government not only failed to act on pledges to repeal laws restricting the rights to freedom of
expression, but continued to use them to investigate film makers and book editors among
others. In Thailand, authorities persisted in applying laws restricting online communication to
prosecute critics, while government critics in the Philippines continued to face spurious
charges. Peaceful calls for Papuan independence remained an imprisonable offence in
Indonesia. In Laos, long-standing patterns of intimidation, arbitrary detention as well as
unlawful killing, and enforced disappearance against human rights defenders continued.
Likewise in Pakistan, journalists, human rights defenders and critics of the government and
military establishment were among those subjected to arbitrary arrest and enforced
disappearance.

There were signs that transnational repression of dissent was becoming entrenched. Chinese
and Hong Kong authorities pursued activists, including nationals who had fled abroad, issuing
arrest warrants, offering financial rewards and pressuring other countries to repatriate them.
Two human rights defenders returned from Laos were subsequently detained in China. The
Viet Nam authorities were implicated in the abduction from Thailand of a prominent YouTuber,
while a Laotian human rights defender was shot dead in Thailand.

Governments must repeal all laws and regulations that criminalize or otherwise restrict
legitimate expression, end all unjustified investigations or prosecutions related to the
legitimate exercise of the right to freedom of expression, and respect media freedoms.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION

With the exception of Fiji, where there were signs of greater tolerance, governments across the
region sought to further curtail the right to peaceful assembly.

In Thailand criminal charges had been brought against nearly 2,000 people by the end of the
year in connection with their participation in protests for political and social reform which
began in 2020. The number of people detained for taking part in events to commemorate
victims of an apartment block fire in Urumgi, China, in 2022 and associated protests against
Covid-19 restrictions will probably never be known, but there were reports of ongoing
harassment of participants and a Uyghur student was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment
for posting a video of the protests on social media. In Malaysia and Mongolia, authorities
continued to use repressive laws to restrict the right to peaceful protest, while in South Korea,
the increasingly hard line against “illegal” protests set the scene for extortionate claims for
damages by a state-owned company against disability rights campaigners. In Myanmar,
dozens of people were arrested for wearing flowers to mark the birthday of the imprisoned
former State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi.

Unlawful use of force leading to injuries and sometimes deaths remained common. In
Afghanistan, the Taliban reportedly used firearms, water cannons and stun guns to disperse
demonstrations including protests in support of women'’s rights, among others. Authorities in
both Pakistan and Sri Lanka sought to ban protests and frequently resorted to excessive and
other unlawful force against protesters — deaths and many injuries resulted in both countries.
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In Bangladesh, police used rubber bullets, live rounds and tear gas against opposition-led
protests resulting in at least one death. Thousands of people were arrested. Security forces
also used unlawful force against protesters in Indonesia, the Maldives and Nepal.

Restrictions on the rights to freedom of association also deepened in several countries. In
Cambodia, the only opposition party was disqualified from taking part in elections and a
leading opposition politician sentenced to 27 years’ imprisonment. In the Philippines, human
rights and humanitarian organizations were among those accused of links to banned
communist groups or “red-tagged”, leaving their members vulnerable to trumped-up charges,
unlawful killing and other human rights violations. In South Korea, trade unions faced an
increasingly hostile environment and dozens of labour activists were placed under criminal
investigation.

Governments must respect and facilitate the exercise of the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and association. The work of human rights defenders must be respected and
protected and a safe and enabling environment for their work ensured.

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS

Human rights defenders, political and environmental activists and others were arbitrarily
arrested and detained for challenging government policies and actions or on the basis of their
ethnic, religious or other identity.

In China, arbitrary detention and unfair trials of Uyghurs and people from other
predominantly Muslim ethnic minorities in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region continued. In
Myanmar, more than 20,000 people remained in detention for opposing the 2021 military
coup and grossly unfair trials continued.

In Pakistan, the authorities used the Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance and the vaguely
worded Anti-Terrorism Act to arbitrarily detain over 4,000 people involved in protests following
the arrest of former prime minister Imran Khan in May. Another 103 civilians, including
political leaders and activists, were put on trial in military courts. Although the courts in India
granted bail or quashed detention orders of several arbitrarily detained journalists in Jammu
and Kashmir, human rights defenders there and elsewhere in the country continued to be held
without trial, often for years.

In Mongolia, inadequate procedural guarantees resulted in high numbers of arrests without
warrants.

Governments must end all arbitrary arrests and detention of government critics and others
and immediately release anyone detained solely for the peaceful exercise of their rights to
freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, association or other human rights.

IMPUNITY AND THE RIGHT TO JUSTICE

Impunity remained widespread and victims were routinely denied their rights to justice, truth
and reparation.

Although the decision by the International Criminal Court to resume investigations in the
Philippines offered some hope for families of the countless victims of unlawful killings during
the ongoing “war on drugs”, accountability for serious human rights violations there remained
almost completely elusive. In Thailand, impunity prevailed for unlawful killings by state security
forces. The governments of Sri Lanka and Nepal again failed to make significant progress
towards delivering justice, truth and reparations to the tens of thousands of victims of crimes
under international law and other grave human rights violations during the respective internal
armed conflicts.
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Governments must address impunity by undertaking thorough, independent, impartial,
investigations into crimes under international law and other serious human rights abuses,
and by bringing suspected perpetrators to justice in fair trials. Full cooperation should be
extended to international investigations and justice processes and reparations provided for
historical human rights abuses.

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Violations of international humanitarian law persisted in Myanmar, where indiscriminate and
targeted air and ground attacks by the military and associated militias spread across the
country resulting in over 1,000 civilian deaths. There were also reports of attacks by armed
opposition groups on civilians linked to Myanmar’s military authorities. In the context of
ongoing armed resistance to the Taliban in Afghanistan’s Panjshir province, there was new
evidence of enforced collective punishments against the civilian population and extrajudicial
executions of captured fighters from the National Resistance Front, while attacks by armed
groups, primarily the Islamic State of Khorasan Province, resulted in thousands of casualties.

All parties to armed conflicts must abide by international humanitarian law, including by
ending indiscriminate or direct attacks against civilians or civilian infrastructure.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

Several countries remained mired in serious economic crises. Skyrocketing inflation in Laos
and Pakistan and resulting cost of living hikes impacted the most vulnerable to
marginalization. In Sri Lanka, where over a quarter of the population risked falling below the
poverty line, access to food, healthcare and other basic needs became a daily challenge,
particularly for daily wage earners and Malaiyaha Tamils. The humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan deepened, leading to fears of a further increase in the already high numbers of
people reliant on humanitarian aid — yet the humanitarian response plan remained woefully
underfunded.

In Papua New Guinea, chronic under-resourcing of the health system meant that much of
the population could not access adequate healthcare. Food insecurity persisted in North Korea
and healthcare including essential medicines and vaccines were often unavailable.

Forced evictions and house demolitions left thousands of people homeless and destitute or at
risk thereof. In Cambodia, the process of forcibly evicting 10,000 families from the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Angkor continued. Close to 300,000 people were made homeless in
India following the demolition of informal settlements in Delhi ahead of the G20 Summit, and
demolitions of largely Muslim homes, businesses and places of worship continued in
punishment for communal violence. In Indonesia, authorities responded with excessive force
to communities protesting against planned evictions and infrastructure development projects,
while in Laos the construction of a dam threatened to displace thousands of villagers, without
adequate arrangements for compensation.

Cultural and linguistic rights and the right to education for ethnic minorities across China,
were undermined by government policies including assimilationist policies targeting Tibetan
and Uyghur children.

Governments should ensure that economic, social and cultural rights are protected and
that policies do not compound the violations of rights to food, health, and livelihood.
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CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY

Corporate accountability for human rights abuses too often remained elusive. However,
Amnesty International’s research on Myanmar contributed to positive developments, with
several companies linked to the supply of aviation fuel that was used by the Myanmar military
in air strikes against civilians ceasing their involvement. Also, the EU, the UK, the USA and
other countries passed targeted sanctions against some of these companies.

Governments must put in place legislation that requires corporate actors to conduct
human rights due diligence to ensure that their operations and those of their partners do
not cause or contribute to human rights abuses, and that any harm resulting from their
operations is remedied.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

Freedom of religion or belief remained under threat, especially in South Asia. In India,
hundreds of incidents of violence and intimidation of Muslims were recorded. Violence against
religious minorities was also widespread in Pakistan, where Ahmadi grave sites were
desecrated, and allegations of blasphemy used to target minorities including to justify attacks
against over 20 churches in a single day. In Afghanistan, religious minorities including Shia’s
and Hazara Shia’s, Sikhs, Hindus, Christians, Ahmadiyya and Ismailis faced extreme
discrimination under the Taliban, who also ensured formal religious teaching was exclusively
based on the Sunni sect of Islam.

Governments must take effective measures, including legal and policy reforms where
required, to fully protect, promote and guarantee freedom of religion or belief without
discrimination.

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

Legal protections against sexual violence were strengthened in Japan where the definition of
rape under criminal law was extended to include non-consensual sex. In Fiji, legal obstacles to
participation in elections for married women were removed.

But the reality for many women and girls in the region remained one of systemic
discrimination and violence.

High numbers of incidents of harassment and violence including rape and other sexual
violence, continued to be reported particularly in South Asia, and accountability was rare. In
India, there was particular concern about the high number of incidents of sexual violence
against Dalits, Adivasi and Kuki women by members of dominant castes.

Discrimination took many forms. In Afghanistan, the ever more extreme restrictions on
women’s and girls’ rights and the scale of human rights violations against them reached the
level of the crime against humanity of gender persecution. In Nepal, women continued to be
denied equal citizenship rights. In Bhutan, Fiji, Japan and elsewhere women remained
significantly under-represented in public office and the work force.

Governments must accelerate efforts to uphold and promote women’s and girls’ rights,
end gender and intersectional discrimination against women and girls and prevent and
prosecute gender-based violence.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

There was both progress in and setbacks to LGBTI rights. In Taiwan, authorities recognized the
right of most transnational same-sex couples to marry and on 21 December, Thai lawmakers
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began a process of legalizing same-sex marriages. Court rulings in Hong Kong, Nepal and
South Korea gave greater recognition to the rights of same-sex couples and/or transgender
people. However, in South Korea the Constitutional Court upheld the criminalization of
consensual same-sex sexual relations within the Korean military. In addition, governments
typically reacted by appealing against rights-affirming judgments and dragging their feet on
implementation.

The precarious position of LGBTI individuals and groups was also illustrated in China, where
a prominent LGBTI organization was forced to close in the face of the government’s ongoing
anti-LGBTI campaign. In Pakistan, political and Islamist groups led a disinformation campaign
that put existing legal protections for transgender (Khawaja Sara) people at risk and resulted in
increased violence against and harassment of transgender and gender diverse people. In
India, the Supreme Court refused to grant legal recognition to same-sex marriage. In Malaysia,
books and other materials considered to promote LGBTI lifestyles were banned and in
Mongolia a pro-LGBTI march was banned.

Governments should repeal laws and policies that discriminate against LGBTI people,
including by decriminalizing consensual same-sex sexual relations, and should recognize
same-sex marriage, promote and protect LGBTI people’s rights and enable them to live in
safety and dignity.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS AND ETHNIC AND CASTE-
BASED DISCRIMINATION

Discrimination against Indigenous Peoples and on the basis of ethnicity and caste remained
widespread. In countries including Cambodia, Indonesia and Malaysia, Indigenous Peoples’
rights were ignored as commercial exploitation of their lands threatened their lives and
livelihoods. Consultations with affected communities, where they occurred, were often
superficial and Indigenous Peoples’ activists were vulnerable to human rights abuses. In the
Philippines, two Indigenous environmental protection activists were forcibly disappeared and
Indigenous Peoples’ rights leaders designated as terrorists.

An historic opportunity to progress the rights of First Nations People in Australia was lost with
the rejection in a national referendum of a proposal to establish an Indigenous “Voice” that
would have enabled them to make direct representations to parliament. In New Zealand, Maori
people continued to experience discrimination and marginalization including in the criminal
justice system where they continued to be significantly over-represented. In India, caste-based
discrimination continued unabated.

Governments must ensure effective access to justice to victims of ethnic and caste-based
discrimination, end impunity for human rights abuses against Dalits, Indigenous Peoples
and other at-risk groups, and prioritize policies and programmes to eliminate structural
discrimination including in the criminal justice system.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

The criminalization of torture and enforced disappearances in Thailand underscored the power
of concerted campaigning by victims and human rights defenders, but there remained much
to be done there and elsewhere to prevent torture and other forms of ill-treatment.

Multiple instances of torture and other ill-treatment of detainees were reported across the
region, and deaths in custody were all too common. At least 94 detainees died in custody
during the year in Bangladesh and at least 13 in Malaysia. The Nepali authorities failed to hold
anyone accountable for the many credible allegations of torture and other ill-treatment. In
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Afghanistan, torture of detainees was reportedly widespread and public corporal punishment
amounting to torture or other ill-treatment was used. The Indonesian military was responsible
for the arbitrary detention, torture and deaths in custody of Indigenous Papuan civilians,
including children.

Governments must prohibit and criminalize torture and other acts of ill-treatment and
take effective measures to protect and prevent abuse of marginalized and at-risk groups.
Where they occur, states must investigate allegations, hold those responsible to account
and provide victims with timely remedy.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Devastating floods, soaring temperatures and deadly typhoons highlighted the vulnerability of
the region to events induced by climate change. Yet measures to reduce carbon emissions
and for preparedness and adaptation remained largely inadequate. As ever, the poorest and
most marginalized suffered the gravest consequences for these failures.

The high death toll among ethnic Rohingya from a cyclone that hit Myanmar in May was
largely attributable to the appalling conditions in which they have lived since being forcibly
displaced in 2012. In India, almost 200 deaths were recorded in floods in the Himalayan
region and heatwaves in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar states. Pakistan continued to experience
searing climate change-induced heatwaves that severely impacted health, particularly of those
living in poverty and informal sector workers.

Mitigation efforts, starting with emissions targets set by many states, including the biggest
emitters, remained insufficient to keep the increase in average global temperatures below
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. Policies and actions were often inconsistent with meeting
targets to which states had committed. For example, Taiwan adopted legislation requiring the
government to reduce emissions, but there was no timeline for phasing out fossil fuels and oil
exploration continued.

There was little sign of reducing reliance on coal in the region’s energy systems. On the
contrary, new coal-fired plants and coal mining projects continued to be authorized by
governments in Australia, China, Indonesia and South Korea, often in the face of strong
domestic opposition. Japan was the only industrialized country in the world not to have
committed to phasing out the use of coal in electricity production.

States repeatedly ignored the impact of extractive industries on the environment and on
Indigenous Peoples and other affected communities. In Mongolia for example, there was still
insufficient action to address the impact of mining operations in the Gobi region on the health
and livelihoods of herder communities. In Papua New Guinea, the government issued a
licence to reopen a gold mining operation previously associated with serious human rights
abuses and environmental damage, despite these not being adequately addressed by the
company involved.

Industrialized and other high-emitting countries in the region must take the lead in
climate mitigation, including by stopping the expansion of fossil fuel production and
subsidies, and ensure that their climate policies are consistent with keeping global
warming within 1.5°C. Governments must increase investment in disaster preparedness
and adaptation and prioritize the protection of marginalized and other groups
disproportionately impacted by the climate crisis.
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REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS AND HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

The indefinite detention of refugees and asylum seekers was ruled unconstitutional by courts
in both Australia and South Korea, but protections for refugees, asylum seekers and migrants
remained inadequate across the region and their human rights were widely disregarded.

Many refugees and migrants were arbitrarily and indefinitely detained, including in squalid
immigration detention centres, or were denied adequate housing and basic services and
lacked freedom of movement.

The Malaysian authorities failed to investigate the deaths of 150 people, including women
and children, in immigration detention centres in 2022 and, in the meantime, concerns about
conditions in the centres persisted. In Bangladesh, a fire in one camp and a cyclone rendered
thousands of Rohingya refugees homeless yet again. In Thailand, a new mechanism for
screening refugees and asylum seekers was established, but their indefinite detention
continued, and poor conditions resulted in the deaths of two Uyghur men. A new immigration
law in Japan sanctioned the continuation of indefinite detention of refugees and asylum
seekers, while amendments to Taiwan’s immigration law failed to include protections against
refoulement.

There was serious concern about the fate of hundreds of North Koreans forcibly repatriated
by the Chinese government despite warnings that they would likely face severe punishment.
Following the Pakistan government’s October announcement that unregistered Afghan
refugees must leave the country within a month, over 490,000 people were forcibly returned to
Afghanistan which many had fled for fear of persecution by the Taliban. Malaysia also violated
the principle of non-refoulement by forcibly returning refugees to Myanmar where they faced
serious human rights violations.

Government responses to human trafficking in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Thailand
remained inadequate, where foreign workers were recruited by deceptive means and forced,
often under threat of violence, to work in cyber scams and illegal gambling operations.

Governments must cease detaining asylum seekers on the basis of their immigration
status and allow them to seek international protection. In no circumstances should anyone
be forcibly returned to a place where they could face persecution or other human rights
violations. Protections against human trafficking should be strengthened and survivors
provided with legal and other support including for facilitation of repatriation where safe to
do so.

DEATH PENALTY

In a positive move, the government of Malaysia repealed the mandatory death penalty for all
offences and abolished the death penalty entirely for seven offences. However, the death
penalty continued to be used extensively throughout the region, frequently in violation of
international law and standards. In both China and Viet Nam, executions were reported but
figures on the use of the death penalty remained classified as state secrets. In Afghanistan,
death sentences were reported to have been imposed, including by methods such as stoning,
found by UN bodies to amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In
Singapore, a woman was among those executed for drugs related offences, while anti-death
penalty activists and lawyers were subjected to harassment.

Governments that still retain the death penalty must take urgent steps to abolish it.
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CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

The criminalization of children continued to be of concern in several countries. In both
Australia and New Zealand, children as young as 10 years old could still be detained and
youth detention facilities in both were also found to endanger children. In Thailand, nearly 300
children were among those criminally charged for their participation in the largely peaceful
protests over recent years. They included a young man who was sentenced to one year’s
prison sentence, suspended for two years, for participating in a mock fashion show in 2020 —
when he was 16 years old — satirizing the monarch. In North Korea, reports of the widespread
use of forced labour including by children continued.

Governments must never arrest or detain children for exercising their rights, including to
freedom of peaceful assembly and expression. Governments should raise the minimum age
of criminal responsibility to 14 years or above and must ensure children in conflict with the
law are treated in accordance with the principles of child justice, including by strictly
limiting the use of detention.
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EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA REGIONAL
OVERVIEW

EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

Human rights and freedoms remained under profound and constant assault, fuelled by
Russia’s ongoing war against Ukraine which drove hardening authoritarianism across the
region. Governments persecuted human rights defenders, suppressed dissent and often
effectively criminalized the right to free expression and independent human rights
information as “fake news” and attempts to “discredit” policies or institutions. Prospects
for effective human rights promotion and protection were bleak.

War became a “new normal” in the region. Azerbaijan’s blockade of a key route into the
breakaway territory of Nagorno-Karabakh created a humanitarian crisis endangering the
lives of thousands of people and, following its military offensive, over 100,000 people were
displaced to Armenia almost overnight.

Russia’s unceasing aggression against Ukraine grew into a war of attrition, with the list of
war crimes and other crimes under international law constantly increasing. Civilians,
including children, endured egregious suffering, through loss of life and injuries,
destruction of homes and key infrastructure, continued mass displacement and
environmental danger and destruction.

Efforts to establish international justice mechanisms prompted by the war in Ukraine and
including on the crime of aggression, failed to deliver. The ICC issued an arrest warrant for
President Vladimir Putin but Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Saudi Arabia were among non-
ICC parties which hosted his visits.

Beyond the military conflicts, discrimination and reprisals against religious minorities
were common. Torture and other ill-treatment remained endemic and those suspected of
criminal responsibility enjoyed impunity. Violence against women and domestic violence
persisted at high levels. Gender rights were in retreat. Air pollution, mainly from the
burning of fossil fuels, blighted human health in countries across the region.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Freedom of expression spiralled severely downwards as a growing palette of reprisals was
deployed against critical voices, spanning accusations of “extremism”, “justification of
terrorism”, “dissemination of knowingly false information” and LGBTI “propaganda”.

Russia reached new heights of wartime censorship, sparing none among dissenting voices.
Thousands were penalized, and hundreds faced unfounded criminal prosecution, including
opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza, sentenced to 25 years for “state treason”.

Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan amongst others locked up scores of
government critics. Kyrgyzstan's draft media law forbade dissemination of “materials that harm
the health and morality of the population”. In Turkmenistan, free information remained
suppressed such that shortages of essential food items and forced labour were hidden from
view.

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

Throughout the region civil society was constrained or shut down, with Russia continuing to
provide a vicious blueprint. There, an ever-growing number of individuals and civil society
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organizations were labelled “foreign agents” or “undesirable organizations”, limiting their
participation in public life. The criminal code was also amended to penalize “carrying out
activities” of foreign NGOs without registered offices in Russia, effectively criminalizing any
forms of cooperation with most civil society groups outside the country. Leading human rights
organizations including the Moscow Helsinki Group, Sakharov Centre and Sova Centre were
shut down.

Belarus closed prominent human rights group Viasna, among scores of other independent
civil society organizations, and imprisoned its leading members for years. Kyrgyzstan plumbed
new depths when a draft law “On Foreign Representatives”, modelled on Russia’s “foreign
agents” law, moved toward adoption and threatened the closure of numerous NGOs. In
Moldova, Shansa party members were arbitrarily denied the possibility of standing in local
elections.

In a rare story of success, widespread public protest in Georgia against a draft Law on
Transparency of Foreign Influence forced its withdrawal.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Authorities across the region severely restricted peaceful street protest, already rare or non-
existent in many countries, while large pro-government rallies were held in Russia and
elsewhere. Unlawful use of force by law enforcement was a norm. Kyrgyzstan imposed a near
blanket ban on peaceful demonstrations in the capital Bishkek and in some regions.
Authorities in Belarus and Kazakhstan continued to identify and jail peaceful participants in
past protests.

Police in Georgia deployed tear gas and water cannons to break up a largely peaceful protest
in March. In Turkmenistan, police used unnecessary and disproportionate force to stop
protests against bread shortages.

Authorities must stop using pretexts to repress dissent and prevent discussion of their
human rights records. They must end the harassment and prosecution of critical voices,
stop security forces using unlawful force during protests and repeal or amend legislation
violating the right to peaceful assembly.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

Discrimination and reprisals against religious minorities were common across the region.
Tajikistan continued with repressive practices against Ismailis including penalizing collective
prayer in private homes. Jehovah’s Witnesses were imprisoned for practising their faith in
Russia and Russian-occupied Ukrainian territories, and law enforcement authorities targeted
Catholic priests in Belarus and those of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (effectively
subordinated to the Russian Orthodox Church) in Ukraine. Devout Muslims in Uzbekistan
continued to be prosecuted on overly broad and vaguely worded extremism-related charges.
Governments must take effective measures to implement legal and policy reforms to fully
protect, promote and guarantee freedom of religion or belief without discrimination.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

In many countries torture and other ill-treatment remained endemic and those suspected of
criminal responsibility enjoyed impunity. In Belarus those imprisoned under politically
motivated charges faced inhumane conditions, including incommunicado detention and lack
of adequate healthcare. In Kazakhstan, five of the six officially acknowledged cases of death
caused by torture following protests in January 2022 reached court by the end of 2023, while
most others were dropped for alleged lack of evidence. In Moldova detainees continued to
suffer overcrowding and unsanitary conditions and poor health provision. In Georgia former
president Mikheil Saakashvili was denied release on humanitarian grounds despite severely
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deteriorating health and reported lack of adequate medical care. Aleksei Navalny in Russia
was subjected to enforced disappearance and repeated arbitrary solitary confinement.

Governments must act urgently to end torture and other ill-treatment, bringing all those
suspected of criminal responsibility to justice in fair trials.

GENDER-BASED DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE

In Uzbekistan, domestic violence was criminalized for the first time. However, war and
legislation entrenching “traditional” and “family” values framed increasing gender-based
violence and violence against women in the region. In Ukraine, an all-time high of domestic
violence was recorded amidst the raging war, and Kyrgyzstan saw widespread abuse and
sexual violence against children with disabilities, including girls. Sexist, misogynist language
against political opponents, especially by the ruling party, was on the rise in Georgia, while
women in Azerbaijan faced various forms of gender-based violence, including being targeted
as instruments of political revenge.

Governments must implement comprehensive policies to prevent gender-based violence
against women and girls, including by tackling entrenched gender discrimination and
harmful stereotypes, ensure access to protection and support for survivors and address
impunity for related crimes.

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine was marked by persistent war crimes. Indiscriminate
attacks by Russian forces on populated areas and civilian energy and grain export
infrastructure were common. Both Russian and Ukrainian forces used cluster munitions
despite their inherently indiscriminate nature and lasting risks for civilians. Ukraine was
estimated as the world’s most heavily mined country. Torture and other ill-treatment of
prisoners of war in Russia and Russian occupied territories of Ukraine was widespread. A
Moscow court upheld a 13-year sentence against Ukrainian human rights defender Maksym
Butkevych for a purported war crime he could not have committed.

Further to Azerbaijan’s military takeover of Nagorno-Karabakh, no progress was reported in
investigating violations of international humanitarian law by either Azerbaijani or Armenian
forces, including disproportionate and indiscriminate attacks and reports of torture and killings
of captives in previous years in that region.

All allegations of war crimes and crimes against humanity should be subject to impartial
and independent investigations, including through the principle of universal jurisdiction.

UNFAIR TRIALS

Judicial systems in many countries were deployed to crack down on rather than protect
human rights.

In Russia, courts demonstrated a profound bias against defendants and trials on charges of
terrorism, extremism and high treason were habitually closed to the public.

The Belarusian judiciary continued to be weaponized to crack down on all dissent
including by lawyers and human rights defenders. Sviatlana Tsikhnouskaya, Pavel Latushka,
Maria Maroz, Volha Kavalkova and Sharhei Dyleuski were sentenced in their absence to
lengthy prison sentences on trumped-up charges, while Nasta Loika was sent to prison for
seven years. In Kazakhstan, celebrated athlete Marat Zhylanbayev was sentenced to seven
years in prison for peaceful dissent. The US Department of State sanctioned four Georgian
judges for corruption for abusing their position and undermining the judicial system.

The UN expressed deep concern about the overly broad definition of terrorist organizations in
Tajikistan which made possible the application of emergency measures and restrictions on due
process. When Germany deported asylum seeker Abdullohi Shamsiddin to Tajikistan, he was
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forcibly disappeared before being sentenced to a seven-year term. In Uzbekistan dozens
connected to the 2022 mass protests in Karakalpakstan were convicted in unfair trials on
politically motivated charges.

CHILDREN’S AND OLDER PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

While Russia’s war in Ukraine created acute suffering and deprivation for all Ukrainians,
children and older people were made more vulnerable.

UN data in November indicated that at least 569 children killed and over 1,229 were injured
since February 2022. Estimated numbers of children unlawfully transferred by occupying
Russian authorities to Russian occupied territories or to Russia itself was in the hundreds and
possibly thousands. In March the ICC issued arrest warrants for President Vladimir Putin and
Children’s Rights Commissioner Maria Lvova-Belova for their role in this war crime.

Older people were disproportionately affected by the conflict, killed and injured at higher
rates than any other civilians. Those displaced struggled to access private housing
independently, and temporary shelters typically remained physically inaccessible for older
people, particularly those with disabilities.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

Military conflict in the region continued to impact on economic and social rights. For nine
months until its offensive in September, Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Lachin corridor, a road
connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia, caused critical shortages of basic necessities
including food, medicines and fuel resulting in a humanitarian crisis in the breakaway region.

In September, in a serious attempt to unlawfully indoctrinate school children, high school
students across Russia as well as occupied territories of Ukraine were issued new “unified”
history textbooks which sought to whitewash the historical human rights record of Russian and
Soviet authorities. Children in Russian-occupied territories were forced to learn the Ukrainian
curriculum “in hiding”, to avoid reprisals.

Governments must ensure the rights of everyone to an adequate standard of living, and
access to quality education.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

People on the move continued to suffer across the region. Belarusian authorities violently
forced migrants across EU borders where they faced pushbacks, and in Russia authorities
used deception and pressure to recruit migrants into military service. The over 100,000 ethnic
Armenians displaced from Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia faced economic hardship and
uncertainty about the prospects of return.

Governments must ensure all those fleeing persecution and human rights violations have
access to safety and international protection, and that no one is returned to face serious
human rights abuses.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

World War Il-style military combat in Ukraine and countries who are major fossil fuel producers
and emitters in the region spurred vast environmental destruction and pollution.

Russia’s aggression in Ukraine produced severe air, water and land contamination, and
unmanageable quantities of hazardous waste. The Kakhovka dam was destroyed in what
appeared to be a deliberate military act widely believed to have been committed by Russian
forces, resulting in waste contamination with long lasting ecological consequences beyond
Ukraine’s borders.

Human health also suffered from air pollution, mainly from the burning of fossil fuels. Such
pollution was estimated to cause over 10,000 excess deaths annually in Kazakhstan, and 18%
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of deaths from stroke and ischaemic heart disease in Belarus. Kyrgyzstan’s capital was ranked
one of the most polluted in the world.

Across the region, those seeking to protect the environment themselves suffered severe
reprisals. Activists opposing a gold mining project in Armenia faced lawsuits seeking excessive
financial compensation for the supposed harm to business caused by their environmental
criticism. In Russia two major environmental NGOs were designated as “undesirable” and
banned from the country.

Governments must take immediate measures to protect individuals and communities
against the risks and impacts of climate change and extreme weather conditions, including
by seeking international assistance and cooperation to take sufficient climate adaptation
and mitigation measures.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

In Ukraine, a draft law on civil partnerships, including for same-sex couples, was registered in
March, though it did not address the prohibition on child adoption by same-sex couples.

Russia, however, adopted new transphobic legislation and effectively outlawed any public
LGBTI people’s rights-related activity by labelling as “extremist” an undefined “international
public LGBT movement”. In Central Asia and beyond, gender rights were in retreat, with
Kyrgyzstan proposing legislative amendments to prohibit information that “denies family
values” and promotes “non-traditional sexual relationships”, while in Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan consensual same-sex sexual relations remained a crime.

Governments should repeal laws, policies and practices that discriminate against LGBTI
people, including by decriminalizing consensual same-sex sexual relations and removing
legal obstacles to same-sex marriage.

WESTERN, CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE

In 2023 politicians in many European countries fomented social polarization on women’s
and LGBTI rights, migration, climate justice, and the horrific events in Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories (Israel/OPT). Many governments instrumentalized human
rights to stigmatize various groups and enacted disproportionate restrictions on civic space,
targeting climate protesters, people expressing dissenting views, particularly regarding
solidarity with Palestinians, Muslims and other racialized individuals.

Systemic racism continued to violate rights and cost lives. States maintained policies of
racialized exclusion towards people from Africa, the Middle East and Asia that resulted in
deaths and harm being inflicted on people at sea and land borders. Governments did little
to address the continued discrimination and segregation of Roma. The failure of states to
implement anti-racism measures and the political exploitation of racism formed the
backdrop to a spike in reports of antisemitism and anti-Muslim racism.

There was both progress and regression on gender-based violence and sexual and
reproductive rights. The slide to surveillance societies continued. The most vulnerable,
including people with disabilities, suffered inadequate social protection.

Double standards were evident in the rhetoric and policies of many states: towards Israel
versus the simultaneous restrictions imposed on solidarity for Palestinian human rights;
warm words at COP28 while continuing the use and production of fossil fuels and cracking
down on protesters; and the complacency towards human rights backsliding within Europe
but criticism of states outside the region.
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REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

EU member states maintained deadly policies of racialized exclusion and externalization, and
made little progress on responsibility-sharing within the EU. Negotiations on EU asylum
reforms pointed to a compromise that would reduce safeguards and increase suffering for
people seeking safety. States failed to establish safe and legal routes, instead subjecting
people to abuse and unnecessary danger at land and sea borders. More than 600 racialized
people including children died in a shipwreck off Pylos in Greece in one such incident alone,
and hundreds of others from Africa, the Middle East and Asia were subjected to abuse and
violence throughout the year as unlawful, summary forced returns remained a daily
occurrence at borders across Europe.

The European Commission failed to trigger infringement proceedings against Latvia and
Lithuania after they introduced the possibility of summary returns into domestic legislation.
Impunity for violations at borders persisted: Spain failed to investigate effectively the 2022
deaths, torture and unlawful expulsions between Melilla and Morocco.

Some European countries failed to ensure the rights of Afghans to seek safety. In Germany, a
humanitarian admission programme meant to admit 1,000 Afghan people per month
benefited less than 100. Denmark, Finland and Sweden took positive steps to grant prima
facie recognition of refugee status to Afghan women and girls.

Refugees and migrants faced attacks in the Czech Republic, Cyprus, Germany and Greece.
Many politicians engaged in discriminatory and racist rhetoric which targeted refugee and
migrant communities, including in Turkiye in the context of elections.

European states continued to externalize border control, disregarding human rights. More
countries sought agreements on offshore processing of asylum seekers, such as Italy with
Albania, while advancing an EU deal with Tunisia that risked rights violations. Cooperation with
Turkiye, where thousands of people were subjected to refoulement, continued. Despite losing
legal challenges, the UK government seemed intent on implementing its plan to transfer
asylum seekers to Rwanda for processing of their asylum applications.

Governments must put an end to policies of racialized exclusion. They must
instead ensure that policies and practices protect, respect and fulfil the right to life of
refugees and migrants, establish safe and legal routes and uphold people’s right to asylum
at borders.

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

Latvia ratified the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against
women and domestic violence, while North Macedonia harmonized its laws with the treaty.
Croatia announced that femicide would be a separate offence. Switzerland adopted a consent-
based definition of rape and the Netherlands marked progress towards adopting such a
definition.

Many countries, however, reported high figures for gender-based violence against women
and girls against a backdrop of inadequate state actions to tackle it. Monitors in Albania,
Austria, Greece, Italy, Serbia, Spain and Turkiye each reported dozens, if not hundreds, of
femicides. The live-streaming of a killing in Bosnia and Herzegovina sparked protests, as did
the mild punishment of a perpetrator in Bulgaria.

While a law in Finland entered into force allowing abortion on request in the first 12 weeks of
pregnancy, and Spain passed a bill to allow abortions for 16-17-year-olds without parental
consent, several countries retained restrictions on abortion. In Poland at least one woman died
as a consequence of being denied abortion services. In Croatia, Ireland, Italy and Northern
Ireland, health personnel frequently invoked conscience clauses. Some Austrian regions
excluded abortion from the health system, while the Czech Republic saw care refused to non-
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Czech EU citizens. Legislation banning abortion in Malta was amended but access remained
highly restricted. Andorra was the only country with a total ban.

Governments must urgently combat all forms of gender-based violence and address their
root causes.

RIGHT TO PRIVACY

Several cities and cantons in Switzerland adopted bans on facial recognition in public spaces.
In France, however, a new law authorized mass biometric surveillance for the 2024 Olympics.

Amnesty International revealed that the Intellexa Alliance of companies traded Predator
spyware to many countries, including Austria, Switzerland, and Germany, and uncovered
Predator use against a Berlin news site, European institutions, and researchers. In Spain, at
least 65 people, mostly in Catalonia, were targeted by Pegasus spyware.

RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL AND EROSION OF JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE

Hungary, Poland and Turkiye continued to undermine judicial independence. Hungary took
steps to limit the powers of the judiciary. In Poland, the government targeted critical judges. In
Turkiye, the Court of Cassation refused to implement a Constitutional Court ruling, accusing its
judges of overreach.

Governments must stop the slide to surveillance societies, respect the right to a fair trial,
and end the erosion of judicial independence.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Attacks against journalists were recorded in countries across the region. Turkiye continued to
arrest or detain many journalists for bogus terrorism-related offences.

Politicians and businesses used strategic litigation against public participation (SLAPP) suits
to silence journalists or activists in Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, North Macedonia and
Serbia. While Republika Srpska in Bosnia and Herzegovina criminalized defamation, Bulgaria
reduced fines for defamation against public officials and Croatia adopted a plan envisaging
the early dismissal of SLAPPs.

With few exceptions, states across the region proposed or adopted measures to
disproportionately restrict views, including online, critical of Israel’s bombing campaign in Gaza
and in support of Palestinian human rights.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

As the climate emergency deepened, peaceful protests increased, prompting harsh responses
by authorities. Climate protesters engaging in peaceful acts of civil disobedience faced mass
arrests, prosecution for harsh crimes and smear campaigns.

Many countries enacted disproportionate restrictions on assemblies. In the Netherlands,
police used unlawful ID checks as a surveillance tool against protesters. In France, Italy, Serbia
and Turkiye, among others, law enforcement often engaged in unlawful use of force as well as
discriminatory policing.

Many governments imposed unlawful restrictions on protests in solidarity with Palestinians.
Austria, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Switzerland and others pre-emptively banned
such protests, citing vague risks to public order or national security. Media and politicians
frequently used rhetoric that dehumanized Palestinians, spread racist stereotypes and
conflated Muslims with terrorists.

France invoked counterterrorism legislation to ban peaceful protests and carried out arbitrary
arrests. During the Prides, Turkish police implemented blanket bans, used unnecessary force,
and arrested 224 people. The UK passed a bill expanding police powers, creating protest
banning orders and allowing civil injunctions.
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FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

France continued to pursue the dissolution of several NGOs without due process. Turkiye
intensified the use of intrusive NGO audits. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republika Srpska
passed a law creating a registry of foreign-funded NGOs. In Hungary the government
introduced a new law to limit foreign funding for NGOs.

The space for all to exercise the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful
assembly must be protected from state overreach.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Human rights defenders working on women’s or migrants’ rights were frequent targets of
repression. In Andorra, an activist faced steep fines after speaking out against the abortion
ban. In Poland, Justyna Wydrzynska received eight months of community service for assisting
a woman to access abortion pills. In Greece, migrants’ rights defenders Sarah Mardini and
Séan Binder were indicted for four felonies. Latvian authorities opened criminal proceedings
against two defenders for humanitarian work at the Belarus border. Turkiye upheld the
conviction of Osman Kavala, defying judgments of the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR).

Governments should protect human rights defenders and recognize their crucial role,
rather than stigmatizing and criminalizing their activities.

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Racial profiling by law enforcement remained common. The French Council of State
acknowledged discriminatory police checks but proposed no action. The Netherlands border
police were found guilty of racial profiling. In the UK, a report flagged institutional
discrimination in London’s Metropolitan Police.

Germany reported record rates of hate crimes. The ECtHR again condemned Bosnia and
Herzegovina for discriminatory electoral rules. In Latvia and Lithuania, some citizens of Russia
faced the loss of residence permits.

Roma faced discrimination, segregation and social exclusion. The European Committee on
Social Rights found Italy had violated Roma housing rights, while courts in Slovakia found that
segregated classes for Roma pupils were discriminatory. The Bulgarian equality body
investigated denial of entry for Roma to swimming pools. In North Macedonia, a Roma man
died after being denied treatment due to the lack of an ID card; in Romania, a pregnant deaf
Roma woman was denied medical care at a hospital and gave birth on the pavement.

In France, Muslim women were especially targeted for restrictions in sport and education.
Antisemitic and anti-Muslim discriminatory speech and hate crimes spiked across the region
as horrific events unfolded in Israel/OPT.

In the aftermath of the February earthquakes in Turkiye, civilians and state actors targeted
migrants and refugees helping search and rescue with racist abuse.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

Latvia recognized civil partnerships, while Lithuania failed to do so. The ECtHR condemned
Bulgaria and Romania for failing to recognize same-sex couples.

Discrimination persisted against LGBTI people. In Croatia and North Macedonia, Prides faced
threats and discriminatory speech from both public officials and private individuals. Norwegian
police found LGBTI meeting places to be at ongoing risk of violent attacks. In Turkiye,
politicians used discriminatory rhetoric against LGBTI people.

Although Hungary faced legal action in the Court of Justice of the EU for its propaganda law,
the authorities fined a bookstore for violating this legislation and the Media Council barred a TV
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advertisement on Pride. The ECtHR condemned Lithuania for censorship of a book depicting
same-sex relationships.

Transgender rights saw progress and setbacks. Germany abolished the discriminatory
exclusion of transgender people, gay and bisexual men from blood donations. A new Self-
Determination Act was discussed in parliament, which would enable self-determination for
transgender, non-binary and intersex people on the basis of a simple declaration at the registry
office. In Finland such recognition became available to adults upon application. In Spain a
new law guaranteed access to health services and gender self-determination. However,
Bulgaria ended legal gender recognition for transgender people and the UK government
blocked the Scottish Gender Recognition Reform Act.

Governments should meaningfully address systemic discrimination including against
Jewish people, Muslim people, Black people, Roma and LGBTI people.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

In Finland, the government announced plans to cut public healthcare and raise user fees and
taxes on medicines, which will disproportionately affect the most vulnerable. The European
Social Committee deemed admissible a complaint against Greece regarding austerity cuts to
healthcare. Slovenia passed a Long-Term Care Act, but faced a shortage of doctors.

Denmark and Finland announced cuts to social assistance. France, Ireland and Portugal had
record levels of homelessness. Spain adopted a housing rights law, but failed to protect
economically vulnerable people from evictions. In Serbia, the new semi-automated social
welfare system resulted in possibly thousands of people losing access to vital social assistance
and disproportionately affected Roma and people with disabilities.

The response of the Turkish government after the February earthquakes was inadequate in
protecting people with disabilities.

Governments must take immediate action to guarantee all people’s economic and social
rights, free from discrimination, including by assigning adequate resources and ensuring
universal and comprehensive social protection.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

In positive moves a Cyprus court recognized an environmental NGO'’s right to file public
interest claims, NGOs in Ireland litigated against the failure to sufficiently reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, and young people in Portugal brought a case against 33 countries at the ECtHR
for insufficient action on climate change. The Council of Europe recognized politically the right
to a healthy environment, but failed to adopt a binding legal instrument on this right.

Many countries, however, continued fossil fuel use. Bulgaria and Romania planned gas
exploration in the Black Sea, Greece and Slovakia planned LNG terminals, Malta supported a
major gas pipeline, Norway provided tax incentives for oil and gas fields and Germany
approved finance for fossil fuel projects. French banks were among the biggest funders of
fossil fuel extraction.

Governments should phase out the use and production of fossil fuel through a just
transition. They should also urgently scale up climate finance to lower-income countries
and commit to providing additional dedicated funding for loss and damage.
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MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
REGIONAL OVERVIEW

The devastating escalation of violence in the Israel-Palestine conflict had profound
ramifications across the region, and worldwide. From October, Israeli forces killed more
than 21,000 Gazans, mostly civilians, many unlawfully, while Hamas deliberately killed
civilians in Israel and held hostages and captives. The conflict’s deep roots lie in Israel’s
forced displacement and dispossession of Palestinians in 1948, the military occupation of
Gaza and the West Bank in 1967, Israel’s ongoing system of apartheid against
Palestinians, and its 16-year illegal blockade of the occupied Gaza Strip.

The impacts of other long-standing conflicts in Iraq, Libya, Syria and Yemen continued to
blight the lives of millions of people, particularly those from marginalized communities,
including internally displaced people, refugees and migrants, and ethnic minorities, many
of whom were denied the most basic rights to food, water, adequate housing, healthcare
and security. Indiscriminate attacks, destruction of infrastructure, forced displacement and
abusive rule by security forces, militias and armed groups continued with impunity.

Regional governments failed to respond adequately to the impacts of sharp cost of living
rises, economic crises and natural and climate change-linked disasters, all affecting the
fundamental human rights of hundreds of millions of people. People expressing their
political, social and economic grievances faced punitive measures intended to silence
dissent. Authorities detained, tortured and unjustly prosecuted dissidents and critics,
punishing them with harsh sentences, including the death penalty, travel bans, threats and
other forms of harassment. Those targeted included journalists, online commentators,
human rights defenders - including campaigners for the rights of women, LGBTI people
and marginalized communities — political and trade union activists. In Egypt, Iran and
Jordan, security forces used unlawful, sometimes lethal, force alongside enforced
disappearances and mass arbitrary arrests to suppress protests. Most perpetrators of such
human rights violations enjoyed impunity for their crimes.

Discrimination remained rife across the region on the basis of gender, race, nationality,
legal status, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, religion and
economic class. In some countries it was entrenched in law.

Although extreme weather events like drought and intense heat brought death and
destruction to parts of the region, governments failed to take the necessary action to tackle
climate change and environmental degradation; several announced plans to expand fossil
fuel production, including Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, which hosted
CoP28.

ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT

In October, the long-standing Israel-Palestine conflict exploded and the aftershocks for
regional politics and international human rights law rippled across the region, and globally.

On 7 October, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups committed war crimes, including
deliberately killing hundreds of civilians in Israel, hostage-taking, and firing indiscriminate
rockets into Israel. Subsequently, Israeli forces carried out heavy air bombardments of the
densely populated Gaza Strip, committing war crimes including by killing and injuring civilians
and destroying and damaging homes and other civilian objects in indiscriminate and other
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unlawful attacks, unlawfully imposing a total siege on the already impoverished civilian
population, and forcibly displacing nearly 1.9 million Palestinians from their homes.

Over the following 12 weeks, Israeli forces’ relentless bombardment and ground offensive
killed 21,600 Palestinians, according to Gaza’s health ministry, a third of whom were children,
injured many others, and flattened much of Gaza’s built-up areas. Mounting evidence,
supported by multiple testimonies, satellite imagery and verified photos and videos gathered
by Amnesty International and others, showed how Israeli forces bombed crowded refugee
camps and residential buildings, repeatedly wiping out entire families and destroying hospitals,
churches, mosques, UN-run schools, bakeries, roads and other crucial infrastructure. Israel’s
vague warnings to “evacuate” northern Gaza, even as they continued to bombard supposedly
safe areas in the south, amounted to forced displacement of the civilian population, in violation
of international humanitarian law.

Thousands of other Palestinians died needlessly as a consequence of Israel’s blockade and
attacks on hospitals, which left 2.2 million Gazans without access to adequate drinking water,
food, medical supplies and fuel, and the virtual collapse of the health system.

As international attention focused on Gaza, violent attacks on Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, by Israeli armed forces and state-backed armed Jewish
settlers intensified, killing 511 and forcing thousands to flee their homes. Such attacks were
carried out with impunity. Israeli authorities also demolished hundreds of Palestinian buildings
without military justification, displacing 2,249 people, and significantly increased their use of
administrative detention.

INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE

Despite the staggering levels of civilian bloodshed, destruction and suffering in Gaza and
Israel, the international community failed to act meaningfully with some states, particularly the
USA, continuing to arm parties to the conflict with weapons used in flagrant violations of
human rights. The USA used its veto power to block the UN Security Council from taking
effective action or for calling for a ceasefire.

Powerful nations, including the USA and many western European states, publicly backed
Israel’s actions, undermining respect for international humanitarian law and protection of
civilians. The international community’s unwillingness to uphold human rights and
international humanitarian law emboldened Israel to continue carrying out its military offensive
without regard for its devastating toll on civilians in Gaza.

On 16 November, a group of UN experts publicly warned that the world was witnessing “a
genocide in the making” in Gaza.

In contrast to the international community’s lack of meaningful response, hundreds of
millions of people worldwide staged mass weekly demonstrations in solidarity with Gazans and
to demand a ceasefire and an end to the blockade.

Such demonstrations also swept the region, including in countries that had normalized
relations with Israel and where public protests were forbidden or dangerous. In Egypt, tens of
thousands took to the streets nationwide with the authorities arbitrarily arresting dozens. In
Bahrain, around 1,000 people demonstrated. Large demonstrations were also held in Algeria,
Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia and Yemen as well as in the West
Bank.

On 11 November, at an unprecedented joint summit of the Arab League and the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation, leaders condemned Israeli aggression against the Gaza Strip, the war
crimes and the “barbaric ... and inhuman massacres” perpetrated by the government of
occupation. In December, South Africa applied to the International Court of Justice for
proceedings to be initiated against Israel regarding its breaches of the 1948 Genocide
Convention in Gaza.
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Meanwhile, concerns about the conflict spreading grew. From 7 October, cross-border
hostilities between Israel and Hizbullah and other armed groups in south Lebanon resulted in
at least four Israeli civilian deaths and at least 20 civilian deaths in Lebanon. Between 10 and
16 October, Israeli forces fired artillery shells containing white phosphorus in military
operations along Lebanon’s southern border. Amnesty International called for the attack on
Dhayra to be investigated as a possible war crime. On 13 October, Israeli artillery fire in
southern Lebanon killed a journalist and injured six others. The same month, Israeli strikes in
Syria killed eight soldiers and hit Aleppo airport four times. Since 9 October, the Israeli military
struck the Rafah border crossing with Egypt numerous times, on one occasion injuring
Egyptian border guards.

Globally, online hatred and racism against Palestinian and Jewish communities escalated,
including incitement to violence, hostility and discrimination, and some governments
repressed the rights to freedom of expression and assembly to stifle pro-Palestinian
demonstrations and slogans.

Under international humanitarian law, all sides in a conflict must protect civilians and
civilian objects. Amnesty International calls for an immediate ceasefire to prevent further
loss of civilian lives, to allow life-saving humanitarian aid to reach those in desperate need
in Gaza, and for independent international investigations into crimes under international
law committed by all parties. It calls for the immediate release of all civilian hostages held
by Hamas, and of all Palestinians arbitrarily detained by Israel. The international
community should impose a comprehensive arms embargo on all parties to the conflict.

OTHER VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW

Other long-standing regional armed conflicts and their aftermaths devastated the lives of
millions of people, with parties to the conflicts — some backed by foreign governments —
committing war crimes and other serious violations of international humanitarian law.

In the 12th year of the conflict in Syria, all parties and their allies carried out unlawful attacks,
killing civilians and destroying vital infrastructure. The Syrian government, supported by
Russian government forces, launched multiple unlawful ground attacks and from October
escalated aerial attacks on civilians and civilian objects in north-west Syria, killing dozens of
civilians and displacing tens of thousands.

In Libya, militias and armed groups carried out unlawful attacks and used weapons with wide
area effects in residential neighbourhoods, killing and wounding civilians and destroying
civilian infrastructure during armed hostilities. Thousands remained arbitrarily detained in
relation to the conflict or for their tribal or political affiliations. In Yemen, despite a decline in
armed conflict and cross-border attacks, all parties to the conflict committed unlawful attacks
and killings with impunity.

All parties to armed conflicts must respect international humanitarian law, in particular
ending direct attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure, and indiscriminate attacks.
Foreign governments must stop transfers of weapons where there is an overriding risk of
their use to commit or facilitate serious violations of human rights or international
humanitarian law.
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REPRESSION OF DISSENT

Across the region, authorities continued to violate the rights of people who expressed critical or
dissenting views, including online, whether about their government or security forces, human
rights, economic policies, international affairs or social issues deemed “immoral”.

In the aftermath of Iran’s “Woman Life Freedom” uprising in 2022, authorities intensified
their crackdown on women and girls defying compulsory veiling, and the harassment of
relatives of unlawfully killed protesters and bystanders seeking truth and justice. They also
arrested scores of journalists, lawyers and human rights defenders. The authorities disrupted
internet and mobile phone networks during protests, prevented mass nationwide
demonstrations on the anniversary in September, of the 2022 uprising, by carrying out arrests,
and crushed smaller local protests using unlawful force and mass arrests.

Ahead of Egypt's December presidential elections, in which genuine opposition candidates
were barred from running, the authorities intensified their targeting of opposition politicians
and their supporters; relatives of dissidents abroad; trade unionists; lawyers; journalists; and
people critical of the authorities’ human rights record and their handling of the economic
crisis, and the military’s role. Security forces continued to forcibly disappear, torture, unjustly
prosecute and arbitrarily detain dissidents.

Some states used terrorism legislation or bogus charges to silence opposition and inflict
harsh punishments on their critics.

In Algeria, authorities prosecuted activists and journalists for expressing critical views, mainly
online, and shut down media outlets. Iragi authorities attacked the right to freedom of
expression and attempted to introduce laws and regulations to curb this right.

In Tunisia, authorities escalated their crackdown on dissent, increasingly using unfounded
conspiracy and terrorism charges against high-profile opposition figures and other critics, and
frequently using a new draconian cybercrime law. Members of the Ennahda opposition party
were particularly targeted, with many of its leaders held in long-term pretrial detention. Over 50
political activists were investigated under trumped-up charges of “conspiracy,” while dozens of
social and environmental protesters were unjustly prosecuted.

In Saudi Arabia, the authorities relentlessly targeted perceived dissidents. The Specialized
Criminal Court (SCC), established to try terror-related crimes, sentenced individuals to lengthy
prison terms following grossly unfair trials for exercising their rights to freedom of expression or
association, including peaceful online speech. The SCC appeals court upheld Salma al-
Shehab’s conviction for terrorism-related offences, including publishing tweets that “disturb
public order, destabilize the security of society and the... state” for her social media posts
supporting women'’s rights. She was sentenced to 27 years in prison followed by a 27-year
travel ban.

During the annual climate change conference (COP28), hosted by the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), a mass trial began of over 80 Emiratis, including human rights defenders and prisoners
of conscience already imprisoned for a decade, on trumped-up terrorism charges. At least 26
prisoners of conscience remained held in the UAE for the peaceful expression of their beliefs.

Apart from pro-Palestine marches, the enduring or intensified repression across much of the
region impeded mass protests, and the few that went ahead were usually met with unlawful
use of force and arrests.

Hundreds of thousands of Israelis demonstrated against proposed judicial reforms and were
occasionally met with arbitrary arrests and police use of excessive force. Meanwhile, Israel’s
Military Order 101 continued to suppress Palestinians’ right to peacefully protest and assemble
in the West Bank.

In Jordan, the authorities increasingly stifled the peaceful activities of political activists,
journalists, workers, political party members, LGBTI people and others under abusive and
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vaguely defined laws. A new cybercrime law further repressed individuals’ right to express their
opinions online. At least 43 individuals were investigated or prosecuted for online expression,
under abusive and vague laws. Nine were tried by the military State Security Court.

Governments must respect the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful
assembly, including by ensuring that journalists, human rights defenders and activists can
enjoy these rights without harassment, violence and prosecution, and releasing those
detained for exercising these rights.

DENIAL OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

Rising inflation, government failings and other factors — locally, regionally and internationally —
continued to put intense pressure on energy and food prices across the region, hitting hardest
the least resource-rich and most populous countries, some of which were still recovering from
the Covid-19 pandemic’s economic and other impacts. This left millions of people food
insecure, and undermined their rights to water, health and an adequate standard of living.
Worst affected were people who experienced multiple forms of discrimination including
women, low-paid workers, refugees, migrants and internally displaced people.

In Lebanon, the economic crisis deepened, with inflation hitting triple digits and food price
inflation reaching over 300%. Many people, particularly those from marginalized groups, could
not afford or access medication and other essentials, including potable water, sufficient food,
power and other basic goods and vital services. Egypt’s economic crisis had shattering impacts
on socio-economic rights. The government allocated about half of the budget to debt
repayment while failing to meet its budgetary obligations for spending on health and
education, or adequately adjusting its social protection programmes. Combined with rising
inflation, this pushed millions more into poverty.

In many countries, including those with burgeoning oil- and gas-rich economies,
governments failed to protect low-paid workers from labour abuses, and denied workers the
right to join independent trade unions and to strike. In the Gulf states, low-paid migrant
workers continued to face extreme exploitation, discrimination, grossly inadequate housing,
physical and mental abuses, wage theft by their employers and limited access to healthcare.

In Qatar, despite the high-profile campaigning on migrant workers’ rights in connection with
football’'s 2022 World Cup staged there, migrant workers faced abuses, including wage theft,
forced labour and restrictions on changing jobs, and had inadequate access to grievance and
redress mechanisms. The low minimum wage prevented workers from having an adequate
standard of living or freeing themselves from debt bondage caused by paying illegal
recruitment fees. In Qatar and some other states, domestic workers, mostly women, faced
harsh working conditions and a high risk of physical and mental abuse, including sexual
assault.

Dozens of Nepali migrant workers contracted to work in Amazon warehouses in Saudi Arabia
suffered human rights abuses, including treatment that may amount to human trafficking for
the purposes of labour exploitation. They were deceived about their jobs, had wages withheld
and were housed in appalling accommodation. Some were verbally or physically abused,
particularly when they complained about their conditions.

Governments must take urgent action to establish social protection measures that protect
everyone, including marginalized groups, against the adverse impacts of crises, and call for
coordinated international efforts to guarantee the rights to health, food and an adequate
standard of living. Governments must protect the right of workers to organize independent
trade unions and to protest, and extend labour law protections to migrant workers.
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DISCRIMINATION
WOMEN AND GIRLS

Across the region, women and girls faced discrimination in law and practice, including in
relation to the rights to freedom of movement, expression, bodily autonomy, inheritance,
divorce, political office and employment opportunities. Gender-based violence remained
common and perpetrators enjoyed impunity. In some countries, such violence increased and
protections for women weakened. In Algeria and Iraq, the law allows rapists to escape
prosecution by marrying their victim. Morocco rejected UPR recommendations to criminalize
marital rape. “Honour killings” of women and other femicides continued including in Algeria
and Tunisia.

In the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, the regional government allowed perpetrators of domestic
violence to escape prosecution and failed to adequately protect survivors.

In Iran, authorities intensified their crackdown on women and girls who defied compulsory
veiling by introducing new policies severely violating their social, economic, cultural, civil and
political rights. Punitive measures included sending 1 million SMS warnings to women
threatening the confiscation of their vehicles and referring thousands to the judiciary.

In Yemen, the Huthi de facto authorities and armed groups imposed restrictions on women’s
movement and banned them from travelling without a male guardian or their guardian’s written
approval. In Egypt, the authorities failed to adequately prevent sexual and gender-based
violence by state and non-state actors, amid increased reports of women killed by family
members or rejected suitors. Meanwhile, women were prosecuted for speaking out against
sexual violence or on “morality” grounds.

LGBTI PEOPLE

People across the region were arrested and prosecuted for their sexual orientation or gender
identity, and many were given harsh sentences if convicted of consensual same-sex sexual
relations. Attacks on the rights of LGBTI people intensified in Irag, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya and
Tunisia. In Lebanon, authorities incited violence against gay and lesbian people. In response,
18 media organizations jointly condemned the crackdown on freedoms; and a coalition of 15
Lebanese and international organizations urged Lebanon to scrap proposed anti-LGBTI laws.
In Libya, the Internal Security Agency in Tripoli and other militias and armed groups arbitrarily
arrested individuals for their actual or perceived sexual orientation and/or gender identity, and
aired their torture-tainted “confessions”. Iragi authorities ordered media to replace the term
“homosexuality” with “sexual deviance”. In Tunisia, courts handed down two-year prison
sentences under provisions that criminalize consensual same-sex sexual relations. In Jordan,
some parliamentarians spearheaded an anti-LGBTI campaign, calling for same-sex
sexual relations to be criminalized, triggering hate speech and threats against LGBTI
individuals and supporters.

RACIAL, ETHNIC, NATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

Across the region, members of racial, ethnic, national and religious communities and
minorities faced discrimination in law and practice, including in relation to their rights to
worship, enjoy equal access to employment and healthcare, and live free of persecution and
other serious human rights abuses.

Israel continued to entrench its extreme form of discrimination — a system of apartheid — via
oppression and domination over Palestinians through territorial fragmentation, segregation and
control, dispossession of land and property, and denial of economic and social rights. This was
achieved by the systematic commission of a wide range of human rights violations, including
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forcible transfer, administrative detention, torture, unlawful killings, denial of basic rights and
freedoms, and persecution.

In Iran, ethnic minorities, including Ahwazi Arabs, Azerbaijani Turks, Baluchis, Kurds and
Turkmen, faced discrimination, restricting their access to education, employment, adequate
housing and political office. Christians, Gonabadi Dervishes, Jews, Yaresan and Sunni Muslims
also faced discrimination in law and practice. The Baha'i minority was particularly subjected to
widespread and systematic violations.

Discriminatory law in Kuwait denied the Bidun (a native stateless population) access to free
state services, including education, provided to citizens. In Egypt, authorities arrested and
prosecuted members of religious minorities, and people espousing beliefs not sanctioned by
the state. In Libya, Tabu and Tuareg communities, denied national identity cards due to
discrimination, struggled to access basic services, amid rising racism and xenophobia.

Governments must take urgent action to end gender-based discrimination and violence
against women and girls, and LGBTI people and bring to justice those responsible for such
crimes. They must also decriminalize consensual same-sex sexual relations. Governments
must end discrimination based on race, national origin, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual
orientation and gender identity and expression and implement legal and policy reforms to
grant equal rights for all without discrimination and to protect, promote and guarantee the
right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief.

RIGHTS OF INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE, MIGRANTS
AND REFUGEES

Protracted conflicts in Iraq, Libya, Syria and Yemen left vast numbers of internally displaced
people struggling to survive. Most faced barriers to accessing services, discrimination, blocks
on their right to return home or reprisals if they tried to return without authorization, and
restrictions and cuts to vital humanitarian aid.

In Iraq, at least 1.1 million people remained internally displaced as a result of the conflict
with the armed group Islamic State, with the majority remaining in precarious situations almost
six years after the conflict. In April, Iragi authorities closed, without warning or coordination
with humanitarian actors, the last operating internally displaced people’s camp.

In Syria, around 2.9 million internally displaced people in the north-west continued to rely on
UN-coordinated humanitarian assistance, and in 2023, at least 118,000 more people were
displaced by armed clashes. The Syrian government restricted essential supplies from
reaching civilians, including many internally displaced people, who lived in predominantly
Kurdish areas in the northern Aleppo region, and already faced severe shortages of fuel and
aid.

Natural disasters, the impacts of which were exacerbated by government mismanagement,
impunity and the rule of militias, compounded the problems of displaced people and added
hundreds of thousands to their ranks. Earthquakes in south-eastern Turkiye and northern Syria
on 6 February displaced around 400,000 families in Syria and left nearly 9 million people in
need of immediate humanitarian support. Many families lost their homes and were forced to
live in temporary shelters and camps. The earthquakes also increased the humanitarian needs
of all those previously displaced in north-west Syria, including the growing number living in
tents with limited or no access to water, sanitation and healthcare.

Migrants’ and refugees’ rights took a battering across the region. In Lebanon, host to an
estimated 1.5 million Syrian — and more than 200,000 other refugees — the government’s
failure to mitigate the impacts of the country’s economic crisis left around 90% of Syrian
refugees in extreme poverty, without access to adequate food and basic services. Increasing
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anti-refugee rhetoric, sometimes fuelled by local authorities and politicians, intensified the
hostile environment for refugees. In April and May, Lebanese armed forces raided Syrian
refugees’ houses, deporting most of them; in September they raided refugee camps in the
Bekaa region and Arsal town and confiscated property. In Jordan, 2 million Palestinian and
approximately 750,000 other refugees faced poverty and deteriorating conditions, partly due to
international aid cuts.

From July, Tunisian authorities forcibly expelled thousands of Black migrants, asylum seekers
and refugees, including children, to the desert along the Libyan and Algerian borders, leaving
them without food or water, resulting in at least 28 deaths. The authorities, including President
Saied, instigated an unprecedented level of racist violence against Black migrants. Police used
tear gas against migrants, asylum seekers and refugees staging a sit-in outside UN offices in
Tunis and tortured protesters in custody. In Libya, refugees and migrants, including those
intercepted at sea by EU-backed coastguards and armed groups and forcibly returned to
Libya, were subjected to indefinite arbitrary detention, torture and other ill-treatment, extortion
and forced labour; and over 22,000 were forcibly and summarily expelled towards Chad,
Egypt, Niger and Sudan.

Saudi Arabia forcibly returned to their home countries hundreds of thousands of people in a
crackdown on undocumented migrants. In Iran, the estimated 5 million Afghan nationals living
there faced deep-rooted discrimination, including barriers to basic services. Authorities
threatened to deport Afghans who entered Iran irregularly and prohibited Afghans from living
and/or working in some provinces.

Governments must take concrete steps to ensure the voluntary, safe and dignified return
of internally displaced people to their areas of origin. They must also end the arbitrary
detention of refugees and migrants on the basis of their migration status, and protect them
from torture and other ill-treatment in detention, refoulement and mass expulsions.

DEATH PENALTY

Most states retained the death penalty and some handed down death sentences, including for
offences or acts protected under international law such as consensual same-sex sexual
relations and apostasy, and for bogus or overly broad charges brought to silence dissent.
Executions were carried out in Egypt, Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. In Egypt, the number of
executions fell, but in Iran it rose, and in Libya there were threats to resume executions halted
since 2011. A Saudi Arabian court handed down for the first time a death sentence imposed
for social media activity.

Governments must immediately establish an official moratorium on executions with a view
to abolishing the death penalty.

CLIMATE CRISIS

2023 exposed the terrible consequences of climate change regionally, including water
shortages and extreme weather conditions that increasingly affected vulnerable areas and
populations, and revealed the poor preparedness of many countries for such impacts.

Storm Daniel triggered the collapse of two poorly maintained dams in Libya’s Derna city.
Resulting torrents left 4,540 people dead, 8,500 missing and over 44,000 displaced.
Unprecedented heatwaves in Algeria, triggered at least 140 fires that killed some 34 people
and displaced 1,500. Record high temperatures were recorded in Morocco, reaching over
50°C in Agadir. Irag and Syria faced sustained drought.

Meanwhile, regional states generally maintained a business-as-usual approach to fossil fuel
production, contributing to the likelihood of an overshoot of the target to keep global warming

66 The State of the World’s Human Rights



to below 1.5°C, and failed to respond adequately to environmental degradation. Iraq reported
record revenues from oil sales and announced plans to drill new wells and increase oil
production. Saudi Arabia announced plans to increase its output by about 1 million barrels a
day by 2027 and increase by 50% its production of natural gas by 2030. It continued to play a
spoiler role in international negotiations on the phase out of fossil fuels, blocking a G20
initiative to reduce the use of fossil fuels, and was one of the strongest opponents of including
fossil fuel phase out in the COP28 decision. Kuwait retained plans to increase fossil fuel
production until at least 2035, with the state-owned Kuwait Oil Company announcing in June
that it would spend over USD 40 billion by 2028 to expand oil production. Qatar expanded its
production of liquefied natural gas. However, Oman launched a programme to reduce carbon
emissions, focusing on carbon neutrality goals for 2030, 2040 and 2050, although it continued
to rely on and produce non-renewable sources of energy.

The choice of UAE as the COP28 host proved controversial not least because the state-
owned Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, one of the world’s largest producers of hydrocarbons
which is headed by COP28 president Sultan Al Jaber, had announced plans to aggressively
expand its fossil fuel production.

In December, at COP28, states agreed, for the first time, a decision that mentioned fossil
fuels, but fell far short of what was needed, including by leaving loopholes allowing fossil fuel
producers and states to continue with their current approach. States, including those most
responsible for the climate crisis, also failed to provide adequate commitments on funding,
either for climate finance to help other states transition to clean energy or to adapt to the
harmful impacts of the climate crisis, and offered barely enough to operationalize the new Loss
and Damage Fund.

Governments must urgently take steps to mitigate the climate crisis, and to keep global
warming to within the limit of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, including by curbing their
carbon emissions (particularly those most responsible for historical emissions), and ending
the funding of fossil fuel extraction. All states with the necessary resources should
significantly increase funding to countries in need of assistance for human rights-
consistent mitigation and adaptation measures.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Torture and other ill-treatment continued in official and unofficial places of detention, with
rampant levels in Egypt, Iran, Libya, Saudi Arabia and Syria that sometimes led to deaths in
custody with impunity; and continuing reports emerging of its use from Algeria, Iraq, Israel and
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine (State of) and the UAE.
Torture was often used to extract “confessions” and methods included beatings, electric
shocks, mock executions, suspension in contorted positions, rape and other sexual violence,
denial of healthcare and prolonged solitary confinement.

In Egypt, torture and other ill-treatment remained routine in prisons, police stations and
National Security Agency-run facilities, and included deliberate denial of healthcare, prolonged
solitary confinement, bombardment with bright lights, constant camera surveillance, and
denial of family visits. In Iran and Libya, it remained widespread and systematic, with filmed
“confessions” extracted under torture broadcast publicly. In almost all cases documented
across the region, authorities failed to adequately investigate torture allegations and suspicious
deaths in custody. Whistle-blower Mohamed Benhlima told an Algerian court in July that law
enforcement officers had tortured him, including by stripping him naked, tying his legs and
hands and pouring cold water on him, and that he was also sexually harassed, beaten and
threatened. The judge did not open an investigation into his allegations and he was sentenced
to seven years’ imprisonment.
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Governments must ensure independent, impartial and effective investigations into
allegations of torture and other ill-treatment, and implement measures to prevent these
crimes.

IMPUNITY

States across the region continued to facilitate impunity for perpetrators of serious human
rights violations, highlighting the failings of deeply flawed domestic judicial systems.

In Egypt, impunity prevailed for crimes under international law and other grave human rights
violations committed in 2023 or the past decade, including the unlawful killings in August
2013 of at least 900 people during violent dispersals of sit-ins by supporters of the ousted
president Mohamed Morsi. Similarly, the investigation into the 2020 Beirut port explosion in
Lebanon, which killed at least 236 people, remained suspended since December 2021 due to
legal complaints filed against the investigation’s judges by politicians implicated in the tragedy.
In Iran, no public official was held accountable for unlawful killings, enforced disappearance,
torture and other ill-treatment, including rape and other forms of sexual violence, and other
crimes under international law or grave human rights violations committed during 2023 or
previous years.

The international community failed to ensure accountability for human rights violations. In
March, the UN Independent Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) on Libya issued its final report,
concluding that “there are grounds to believe State security forces and armed militia groups
have committed a wide array of war crimes and crimes against humanity”. However, the UN
Human Rights Council did not extend the FFM’s mandate. Concerns remained over the
impartiality, independence, transparency and effectiveness of the investigations announced by
the Tripoli-based Public Prosecution into the death and destruction following Storm Daniel,
including examining whether the Libyan authorities and those in de facto control failed to
protect the population’s rights to life.

Governments must combat impunity by undertaking thorough, independent, impartial,
effective and transparent investigations into human rights violations and crimes under
international law, and bringing suspected perpetrators to justice in fair trials in civilian
courts.
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AFGHANISTAN

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Amid a deteriorating humanitarian crisis
and economic upheavals, people in
Afghanistan suffered extreme repression
and human rights violations. The Taliban
placed increasing restrictions on women
and girls, apparently aimed at erasing them
completely from public arenas. There were
international calls to investigate this gender
persecution as a crime against humanity.
Freedom of expression was eroded, and
those peacefully expressing views critical of
the Taliban faced enforced disappearance,
unlawful detention, arbitrary arrest, torture
and other ill-treatment. The culture of
impunity continued, including for war
crimes and crimes against humanity.
Freedom of religion shrank further under
Taliban rule. Ethnic groups, including
religious minorities, faced increasing
marginalization, prejudice and forced
evictions. The Taliban enforced public
executions and corporal punishment such
as stoning and flogging.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS

A devastating humanitarian crisis deepened
during the year, exacerbated by the Taliban
takeover in 2021, disasters such as
earthquakes and floods, and consecutive
years of drought. UN agencies estimated that
the number of people in need of assistance
increased from 18.4 million in 2022 to nearly
29 million by August 2023. The WHO warned
that millions were at risk of malnutrition and
disease with poor or no access to healthcare
and food, including 2.3 million children at
risk of acute malnutrition. In addition to
international isolation and financial sanctions
in response to the Taliban takeover, the
country’s UN humanitarian response
programme had received only 34.8% of its
funding as of November. Humanitarian
challenges were set to increase amid
Pakistan’s mass deportation of Afghan
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refugees. Iran and Turkiye also continued to
deport Afghan refugees.

The healthcare system continued to be
dependent on international aid and remained
fragile due to lack of adequate infrastructure
and resources.

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

The Taliban’s draconian restrictions on the
rights of women and girls, together with the
use of arbitrary arrest and detention,
enforced disappearance and torture and
other ill-treatment, were found by Amnesty
International and the International
Commission of Jurists (ICJ) possibly to
amount to the crime against humanity of
gender persecution.!

In April, the Taliban extended the ban on
women working outside the home to include
jobs with the UN, creating additional
challenges in delivering humanitarian
assistance. Bans remained on women
working in the public sector, except in areas
such as healthcare, primary education, or
specific security institutions such as airports
or women’s prisons. Women were banned
from appearing in public alone or travelling
for more than 72km without a male
chaperone. Beauty salons were forcibly
closed from July, impacting some 60,000
women-owned businesses, according to UN
reports.

The ban on women participating in sports
activities, or visiting public parks, continued.
In some provinces, including Herat, the
Taliban authorities reported introducing
additional localized restrictions such as
banning lone women from going to
restaurants.

Restrictions on girls’ education expanded.
In addition to the ban on girls’ enrolment in
education beyond primary school, in June
international NGOs, including programmes
led by UNICEF, were banned from providing
community-based education and were
requested to transfer programmes to local
organizations. Nearly 4,500 women were
reportedly dismissed from jobs in education
in June and July.
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Multiple UN agencies reported an increase
in child and forced marriage, as well as
gender-based violence and femicide with
impunity. The Taliban progressively dissolved
the institutional framework of support for
survivors of gender-based violence that had
operated under the former government,
leaving survivors dependent on sharia law
(Islamic law) and at risk of further abuse.
There were widespread reports of women
and girls suffering from depression, in some
cases leading to suicide.

DISCRIMINATION

People from Hazara, Uzbek, Turkmen and
Tajik ethnic groups faced growing
marginalization and forced eviction from their
homes and land. Members of the Baloch
community were reportedly detained and
forcibly disappeared.

The Taliban settled disputes over land and
livestock in favour of Kuchi communities,
who are ethnically Pashtun and move
seasonally, and forced local Hazara
communities to pay compensation for cases
related to missing livestock dating back over
20 years. There were reportedly instances of
Kuchi communities attacking Hazara
residents.

In addition to beatings of Hazaras and
destruction of their property, including
vehicles, houses and crops, six Hazara men
were killed between June and August in Khas
Urozgan area, Urozgan province. Concerns
around impunity for these crimes continued.
In October, two Hazaras were reportedly
killed at the border between Lal wa Srajangal
and Dawlat Yar districts of Ghor province.
Several killings of Hazara men, including
religious leaders, were reported in Herat
province in November and December.

UNLAWFUL ATTACKS AND KILLINGS

Civilians continued to face attacks across the
country despite a reduction in conflict-related
violence following the Taliban takeover. The
UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) recorded 3,774 civilian casualties
between August 2021 and May 2023 (1,095
killed; 2,679 wounded), the majority of which
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were attributed to the armed group Islamic
State of Khorasan Province (IS-KP). On 13
October, IS-KP claimed responsibility for an
attack on a Shia/Hazara mosque in Baghlan
province that left at least 20 people dead and
more than 60 wounded.

In the context of fighting with the National
Resistance Front (NRF), Amnesty
International reported in June that the Taliban
had enforced collective punishments on
civilians in Panjshir province, including mass
or village-wide arbitrary arrests. The report
also verified that between 12 and 14
September 2022 alone, the Taliban had
carried out at least 14 extrajudicial
executions of NRF detainees in Khenj and
Darah districts, with many more extrajudicial
executions in Khenj, Darah and Rokha
districts. The total number of people
extrajudicially killed during this period is
estimated at least 48, possibly many more.?

A pattern of mass extrajudicial executions of
people associated with the former
government and members of armed groups
resisting the Taliban continued with impunity
and constituted war crimes. UNAMA
recorded at least 218 extrajudicial killings of
members of the former government and
security personnel between August 2021 and
June 2023.

DEATH PENALTY, TORTURE AND OTHER
ILL-TREATMENT

People were subjected to arbitrary arrest and
detention and enforced disappearance, and
remained at risk of execution, death in
custody and torture and other ill-treatment.
UNAMA recorded 1,600 incidents of
detention-related human rights violations
between January 2022 and July 2023, half of
them constituting torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment.

In June, Amnesty International found
evidence that at least three civilians had been
tortured to death by the Taliban after being
accused of allegiance to the NRF in Panjshir
province in 2022. No investigations into this
or other cases of torture were reported.

In May, the UN expressed concern at the
Taliban’s continued use of public executions
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and corporal punishment. At least one public
execution was reported as of June. The de
facto Supreme Court in Afghanistan reported
that hundreds of individuals had been
sentenced to gisas (retribution in kind),
including stoning. The use of public corporal
punishment amounting to torture and other
ill-treatment continued. UNAMA documented
that 274 men, 58 women and two boys had
been subjected to public flogging between
November 2022 and April 2023, and 103
individuals had been sentenced to such
punishments as of May.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

Religious minorities including Shia, Sikhs,
Hindus, Christians, Ahmadiyya and Ismaili
continued to face marginalization, prejudice
and discrimination.

Restrictions on religious events and
celebrations were imposed citing security
reasons. These included restrictions on the
Ashura commemoration in July, which is
mainly observed by Shia Muslims. On 28
July, in Ghazni province, four Shia-Hazaras,
including a child and a woman, were killed
and six others were wounded by Taliban
forces shooting to disperse Ashura
commemorations.

The Taliban excluded Shia jurisprudence
from the education system so that religious
teaching was exclusively based on the Sunni
sect of Islam.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

The space for freedom of expression and
media continued to shrink drastically. In
March, at least two journalists were
reportedly killed in a bomb attack. Dozens
were arbitrarily arrested and harassed for
reports critical of the Taliban or violating
Taliban rules. At least 64 journalists were
detained by the Taliban for varying periods
between August 2021 and August 2023.
Murtaza Behboodi, a Franco-Afghan
journalist, was released after nine months’
detention.

More than 80% of women journalists
stopped working between August 2021 and
August 2023 because of increasing
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restrictions. Other restrictions included
women only appearing on television with their
faces covered.

The Taliban forcibly closed the Hamisha
Bahar radio and television station for 20 days
in Nangarhar province for running mixed-
gender classes in journalism.

Between the August 2021 Taliban takeover
and August 2023, more than half of
registered media outlets closed, and two
thirds of all journalists left their jobs.

Repression of those who expressed views
critical of the Taliban continued, including
against people who expressed their criticisms
via social media. Among them was Rasoul
Parsi, a university professor arrested in
March and who remained in detention at the
end of the year.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Unlawful and excessive force was used to
attack peaceful protests, including many led
by women. The UN reported that between
March and June, 95 protests led by women
had been documented across Afghanistan.
The Taliban reportedly used firearms, water
cannons and stun guns to disperse protests,
including a women-led protest against the
forced closure of beauty salons in the capital,
Kabul, on 18 July.

Arbitrary arrests and enforced
disappearances of protesters continued and
many protests were moved to online
platforms as a result.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Activists, human rights defenders, and
members of civil society continued to face
violence, intimidation, and surveillance, with
many being subjected to arbitrary arrest,
enforced disappearance and unlawful
detention. Detainees suffered torture and
other ill-treatment, including sexual abuse,
according to UN reports.

Nida Parwani and Zhulia Parsi, two women
human rights activists, were arrested on 19
and 27 September respectively, together with
members of their family, and released in
December. Matiullah Wesa, an education
rights activist, was released in October after
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seven months” imprisonment. Nargis Sadat
and Parisa Azada Mubariz were arbitrarily
arrested by the Taliban, and released after a
period of imprisonment, while many other
activists and journalists remained
imprisoned.

REFUGEES’ RIGHTS

A pervasive fear of persecution by the Taliban
led to thousands of people leaving the
country. Many feared attacks by non-state
actors such as IS-KP. More than 1.4 million
Afghan refugees in Pakistan were at risk of
forced return.3 More than 490,891 Afghan
refugees were reported to have been
returned to Afghanistan by the Pakistani
government by December. Many others faced
deportation or the threat of deportation from
Iran and Turkiye.

INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE’S
RIGHTS

As a result of years of conflict, Afghanistan
had one of the largest populations of
internally displaced people in the world.
People who had been returned from Pakistan
and other states faced harsh winter
conditions without adequate resources,
including housing, access to work, healthcare
and adequate livelihood.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

Consensual same-sex relations remained
illegal and punishable by death. LGBTI
people continued to face a host of human
rights violations perpetrated by the Taliban,
including discrimination, targeted violence,
threats and arbitrary detention. Many
continued to live in hiding, fearing a risk to
their lives, while some incidents of forced
marriages of LGBTI people were also
reported.

IMPUNITY

A culture of impunity, particularly for crimes
under international law, remained pervasive.
The results of ongoing investigations by the
ICC had not been made public by the end of
the year.* Amnesty International called on the
UN Human Rights Council to establish an
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independent international accountability
mechanism to collect and preserve evidence
for possible criminal proceedings, in addition
to the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan. In July, the Special Rapporteur
stated that the severe discrimination against
women and girls amounted to the crime
against humanity of gender persecution. He
further stated that the Taliban’s aim of total
domination over women and girls by
governing with systemic discrimination could
be “characterized as gender apartheid”.

Access to justice for the people of
Afghanistan was severely curtailed as the
Taliban suspended or abolished formerly
existing laws, instead introducing a narrow
interpretation of sharia law and replacing
former judicial and legal professionals with
their preferred candidates.

1. Afghanistan: The Taliban’s War on Women: The Crime against
Humanity of Gender Persecution in Afghanistan, 25 May

2. Afghanistan: “Your sons are in the mountains”: The collective
punishment of civilians in Panjshir by the Taliban, 7 June

3. “Pakistan: Halt mass detentions and deportations of Afghan
refugees”, 10 November

4, “Afghanistan: ICC justice should match victims’ demands”,
6 December

ALBANIA

Republic of Albania

Journalists were subjected to hate speech,
physical assaults and a gun attack.
Domestic violence against women
continued, with 12 women killed by
partners and family members. Albania and
Italy agreed on the construction of two
detention centres in Albania for migrants
attempting to reach Italy. The CEDAW
Committee reported a lack of progress on
LGBTI people’s rights. The spreading of
infectious disease by negligence was
abolished as a criminal offence. The
reduced numbers of courts raised concerns
about access to justice for citizens.
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BACKGROUND

Local elections were held in May, with the
ruling Socialist Party winning the majority of
the municipalities.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

In March, a gun attack on the headquarters
of the national television broadcaster Top
Channel resulted in the death of a security
guard.

In January, a journalist and his wife were
physically attacked in Lezhé by two
businessmen following the publication of an
article he had written about a court case.
Journalists were also attacked by political
figures. Erion Veliaj, the mayor of Tirana,
referred to an investigative journalist known
as “0.X.” as a “contract killer” in response to
an article she had written highlighting the role
the mayor had played in the incinerator
project for public waste management in
Tirana.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS

Domestic violence against women was rife.
According to police data, during the first
three months of the year there were more
than 1,000 reported cases of violence against
women, resulting in 510 protection orders. Of
the 5,210 cases of domestic violence
recorded by the police in 2022, in March the
public prosecutor’s office reported only 1,880
cases; men were responsible for 92.8% of
the attacks. Between January and
September, 12 women had been killed by
their partners or other family members.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

In November, Albania and ltaly signed an
agreement establishing that Italy would build
two detention centres in Albania to detain
people intercepted by Italian authorities at
sea while trying to reach lItalian shores.
Human rights organizations and others
expressed concern about the impact this
could have on the human rights of refugees,
asylum seekers, and migrants, including
automatic and therefore arbitrary detention.
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LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

In October, a report by the CEDAW
Committee noted that Albania’s 2016-2020
national action plan for LGBTI people had not
succeeded in eliminating discrimination
against lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
intersex women, and expressed concern
about the increasingly hostile environment
they faced in the country.

RIGHT TO HEALTH

The Constitutional Court abolished Article
89(b) of the criminal code as
disproportionate. The Article, which came
into force during the Covid-19 pandemic,
provided for a sentence of up to eight years’
imprisonment for the unintentional spreading
of infectious diseases that had serious
consequences for or endangered people’s
lives.

RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL

On 1 February, a new judicial structure
entered into force, reducing the number of
courts in Albania from 34 to 16. There were
concerns that this would make access to
justice more expensive and more difficult.

RIGHT TO LIFE

In December, a prisoner at Peqin high-
security prison shot and killed one inmate
and injured another, raising concerns about
the security measures in place at the prison.

ALGERIA

People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria

Authorities escalated their closure of civic
space by convicting at least one activist,
five journalists and a researcher for
exercising their right to freedom of
expression. Authorities shut down at least
two online outlets and two affiliates of the
League for the Defence of Human Rights
(LADDH), ordered the closure of two human
rights groups, and suspended at least one
political party. Judicial authorities also
closed down at least two churches. At least
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36 femicides were reported. At least
18,302 migrants were summarily expelled
from Algeria between January and
December.

BACKGROUND

In February, Algeria recalled its ambassador
in France after Algerian activist Amira
Bouraoui fled to France. Authorities then
prosecuted six individuals, including Amira
Bouraoui and her mother, on fabricated
charges, including “migrant smuggling” and
forming an “association of wrongdoers”.

In March, the UPR concluded its review of
Algeria. The country accepted
recommendations to amend its repressive
law on public meetings and demonstrations,
and the provision that excuses rapists who
marry their victims. It rejected the
recommendation to amend overly broad
provisions in the Penal Code that criminalize
those who peacefully exercise their rights to
freedom of expression and peaceful
assembly.!

In September, the UN Special Rapporteur
on the Rights to Freedom of Peaceful
Assembly and of Association visited Algeria to
assess the situation in the country, as did the
UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of
Human Rights Defenders in December.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Authorities investigated, prosecuted and
convicted journalists, at least one activist and
a geopolitics researcher in relation to critical
views they had expressed, mainly online. In
April, authorities shut down at least two
online newspaper and radio outlets.?

On 2 April, an Algiers court ordered the
dissolution of media company Interface
Media and its two news outlets Radio M and
Maghreb Emergent, headed by journalist
|hsane El Kadi, and the payment of a DZD 10
million fine (around USD 73,862) to the
Audiovisual Regulatory Authority. In June, an
appeals court sentenced lhsane El Kadi to
seven years in prison, with two years
suspended, for his journalistic work,
including in relation to his reports for the
French newspaper La Croix.
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On 4 July, a court in Algiers sentenced
Amazigh activist Slimane Bouhafs to three
years’ imprisonment and a fine on a bogus
charge of “harming the integrity of the
national territory” through his online
publications.’

On 13 August, media reported that the
Barbie movie was banned from Algerian
cinemas for “harming morals”.

In August, authorities promulgated Law
23-14 on information, which imposes undue
licensing and ownership regulations, such as
requiring media organizations to be
exclusively owned by Algerian nationals. It
includes vague and broad provisions that ban
journalists from, among other things,
publishing “false information” or information
that might “advocate colonialism, undermine
national memory and the symbols of the war
of national liberation”, and provides for a
heavy fine and confiscation of property for
any media receiving foreign funds not
designated for subscriptions or advertising.

On 26 October, an appeals court in the
eastern city of Constantine sentenced
journalist Mustapha Bendjama to 20 months’
imprisonment, with 12 months’ suspended,
for receiving foreign funds that “might harm
state security” and “publishing classified
information or documents on an electronic
network” in relation to his journalistic work.
The court also gave researcher Raouf Farrah
the same sentence on the same charges for
collecting money for people in detention and
for his work as a researcher.

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

Authorities escalated their crackdown on
independent groups, ordering the closure of
two human rights groups and suspending at
least one political party.

On 23 January, in Bejaia in eastern Algeria,
authorities sealed the LADDH'’s Centre for
Documenting Human Rights, citing a 2022
judgment dissolving the LADDH. LADDH
leaders had only that month learned of the
June 2022 dissolution order that followed a
complaint filed by the interior ministry.

On 30 January, in Tizi Ouzou in eastern
Algeria, authorities sealed and closed down
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the House of Human and Citizens’ Rights, an
LADDH affiliate since 1990 that ran a library
and documentation centre.*

In February, Abderrahmane Zitout, whose
brother Larbi belongs to Rachad, a political
group the authorities had arbitrarily labelled
as “terrorist” in February 2022, went on
hunger strike for the third time to protest
against his prolonged pretrial detention
related to his brother’s activism.’

On 23 February, the State Council, Algeria’s
highest administrative body, suspended the
political party Democracy and Social
Movement and ordered the closure of its
headquarters.

In September, authorities arbitrarily
prevented for the second consecutive year
the political party Rally for Culture and
Democracy from organizing its summer
camp, planned for 28 September to 1
October in Batna .

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Authorities continued to unduly restrict the
right to freedom of peaceful assembly,
including by arresting people ahead of
planned protests.

On 20 August, according to the National
Committee for the Liberation of Detainees, at
least 40 activists were arrested, including
Soheib Debbaghi, Mohamed Tadjadit and
lawyer Sofiane Ouali, to prevent a peaceful
gathering in Ifri in eastern Algeria to
commemorate the 1956 Soummam
Congress, a historic event in the country’s
fight for independence. They were released
later that day.

On 8 September, a judge in a tribunal in
Amizour commune, northern Algeria, placed
political activist Khaled Tazaghart under
judicial control, confiscated his passport and
banned him from travelling, on fabricated
charges of “spreading false information” after
he published on Facebook calls to gather
peacefully in memory of victims of the
wildfires in Algeria.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Judicial authorities continued to ignore
testimonies of torture given in court.
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In July, a court in Algiers sentenced former
military officer and whistle-blower Mohamed
Benhlima to seven years’ imprisonment and
a fine. Mohamed Benhlima had sought
asylum in Spain in 2019, before he was
extradited to Algeria in 2021. During a court
hearing on 12 July, he told the judge that law
enforcement officers had tortured him by
stripping him naked, tying his legs and
hands, and pouring cold water on him. He
said he had also been sexually harassed,
beaten and threatened. The judge did not
order an investigation into these allegations.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

Authorities continued to use Decree Law
06-3, which restricts religions other than
Sunni Islam. They closed at least two
churches, bringing to 31 the number closed
since 2018.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS
Authorities did not amend Law No. 08-11 of
25 June 2008 to explicitly prohibit collective
expulsions, nor did they adopt legislation
implementing the UN Refugee Convention
and its Optional Protocol.

According to the Directorate of Surveillance
of the Territory, an official police body in
Niger, Algeria summarily expelled at least
18,302 migrants — mostly from West Africa
— to Niger between January and December.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

The Penal Code and Family Code continued
to unlawfully discriminate against women in
matters of inheritance, marriage, divorce,
child custody and guardianship.

In May, the authorities promulgated Law
23-04 against human trafficking, which
mentions “prostitution”, sexual exploitation
and forced marriage. This made the crimes
punishable by up to 30 years in prison and
fines, and by life imprisonment if the victim
was subjected to torture or sexual violence.

The activist group Féminicides Algérie
recorded at least 36 femicides. Women'’s
rights groups continued to ask for femicide to
be recognized as a crime.
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LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

The Penal Code continued to criminalize
consensual adult same-sex sexual relations,
punishable by up to two years in prison and a
fine.

In January, the trade ministry announced a
campaign against all products that contained
“colours and symbols contrary to the
morals”, referring to the rainbow colours of
the LGBTI movement.

On 10 August, the Audiovisual Regulatory
Authority suspended Essalam TV, a private
Algerian TV channel, from broadcasting for
20 days for showing a movie that portrayed a
wedding between two men, which was
deemed “contrary to the precepts of Islam
and the values of the Algerian society”.

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

In May, authorities promulgated Law 23-02,
which restricts the right to form trade unions,
allowing authorities to refuse applications
using vaguely worded provisions relating to
“national unity” and “national values and
constants”. It also allows authorities to
dissolve a trade union on multiple grounds,
including persisting in “illicit” strikes, and to
fine any trade union that joins an
international, continental or regional trade
union without informing the authorities.
Additionally, it provides for punishments of
up to a year in prison and a fine for anyone
who receives foreign donations and legacies
without prior approval from the authorities.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

In April, Algeria experienced an extreme
heatwave that the World Weather Attribution
found was “almost impossible without climate
change”. In July, at least 140 wildfires spread
across 17 regions, killing at least 34 people
and displacing 1,500.

DEATH PENALTY

Courts continued to hand down death
sentences. The last execution was in 1993.

1. “Algeria/Morocco: Deep issues remain despite UN human rights
review”, 6 April
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2. “Algeria: Conviction of journalist is latest escalation in crackdown on
media”, 3 April

3. “Algeria: Activist sentenced following refoulement: Slimane
Bouhafs”, 29 August

4, “Algeria: Reverse decision to dissolve leading human rights group”, 8
February

5. “Algeria: Jailed brother of activist on hunger strike: Abderrahmane
Zitout”, 20 February

6. “Global: Call by presidents of five southern European states to tackle
the climate crisis underscores the urgent need to phase out fossil
fuels”, 3 August

ANDORRA

Principality of Andorra

A woman human rights defender who raised
concerns about women’s rights, including
access to abortion, stood trial accused of
defamation. A total ban on abortion
remained in place.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

In December, Vanessa Mendoza Cortés, the
president of the women’s rights organization
Associaci6 Stop Violencies, stood trial
accused of a “crime against the prestige of
the institutions”. The prosecutor’s office
brought criminal charges against her in 2020
following her engagement with the CEDAW
Committee when she spoke out about the
harmful impact of a total ban on abortion in
Andorra, and in July requested that the court
fine her EUR 6,000, an additional EUR 6,000
to compensate the Andorran government and
a six-month ban from exercising any public
function.

In October, the UN Secretary General’s
annual report included Andorra in a list of 40
countries across the world where individuals
and organizations faced reprisals for
cooperating with the UN.

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

A total ban on abortion remained in place.
Those in need of an abortion, and with the
means to do so, had to travel to other
countries to seek essential healthcare,
violating their rights and inflicting additional
stress.
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In September, the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child called on the authorities to
decriminalize abortion and ensure access for
adolescent girls to safe abortion and post-
abortion care services within Andorra.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Defamation laws including the criminalization
of legitimate criticism of the authorities
remained in force, breaching international
human rights law.

DISCRIMINATION

Legislation banning the wearing of
conspicuous religious symbols in educational
institutions remained in place, discriminating
particularly against Muslim women and girls
who wished to wear headscarves.

ANGOLA

Republic of Angola

The authorities used excessive or
unnecessary force to impede or prevent the
right to peaceful assembly. In most cases,
where such force was used, protesters were
arbitrarily arrested or detained. At least five
protesters and one bystander were
unlawfully killed, including at least two
children. The right to freedom of
association was threatened. Teachers faced
underpayment as well as non-payment of
their salaries. Hundreds of people were
forcibly evicted from their homes. The
severe and prolonged drought in the south
had a devastating impact on the rights to
food and health, particularly for children.

BACKGROUND

There was limited progress in the human
rights situation following a year of turmoil
around the 2022 general elections. The
National Action Plan for the Protection and
Promotion of the Human Rights of Persons
with Albinism, and the National Action Plan
for Promotion of the Human Rights of
Persons with Disabilities were adopted.
However, the UN Committee on the Rights of
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Persons with Disabilities noted that Angola’s
approach to disability was yet to meet
international standards.

On 30 May, the government increased fuel
prices from AOA 160 (USD 0.26) to AOA 300
(USD 0.49) per litre. The rising costs, due in
part to Russia’s war in Ukraine, resulted in
cost-of-living increases, which were
compounded by high unemployment rates
that disproportionately affected youth, and
triggered further social unrest throughout the
year.

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

The Status of Non-Governmental
Organizations bill (NGO bill) was approved by
parliament on 25 May. NGOs criticized it on
grounds that, if enacted, it would limit the
right to association and give the executive
excessive powers to interfere in their
activities, including the power to audit,
dissolve or limit the operations of
associations. At the end of the year, the bill
was awaiting debate before a special
parliamentary committee and final approval
by the president.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

The authorities repressed peaceful
demonstrations using excessive or
unnecessary force leading in some cases to
unlawful killings, intimidation, beatings and
arbitrary arrests or detention. Activists were
arrested for joining protests, and others
simply for being in the vicinity of protest
action.

On 10 February, the Angolan National
Police (PNA) prevented a vigil from going
ahead in the capital Luanda and in Benguela
on grounds of public security. Three NGOs —
Union (Omunga), the Youth Movement for
Local Authorities (Movimento Jovens pelas
Autarquias) and Friends of Angola (Amigos
de Angola) — had called for the vigil to
demand the decentralization of government
powers to local authorities.

On 18 February, the PNA prevented
members of the judiciary from continuing a
peaceful march in Luanda, saying that they
were following orders from their “superiors”.
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Employees of the first and second instance
courts, the Ministry of Justice and Human
Rights, and the Attorney General’s Office had
begun their march at the Luanda District
Court to demand better working conditions,
promotion prospects and pay.

The PNA stopped a protest by activists
planned to take place at the Largo da
Sagrada Familia church in Luanda on 6 April,
to call for the release of the activist Gilson da
Silva Moreira (also known as Tanaice Neutro),
and to denounce the abusive use of
administrative detention against activists.
Gilson da Silva Moreira was arrested on 13
January 2022 on allegations of “outraging the
state, its symbols, and organs”. In October
2022, he was given a suspended prison
sentence of one year and three months but
was kept in jail until his release on 23 June
2023, following pressure from national and
international civil society organizations.

PNA officers used excessive or unnecessary
force when they disrupted a march on 22
April, organized by the Movement of Angolan
Students in Luanda. They arrested five
activists, injuring one of them. The protesters
were demanding a peaceful resolution to a
salary dispute between the government and
the National Union of Higher Education
Teachers (SINPES).

On 17 June, PNA officers used tear gas
against hundreds of demonstrators in Luanda
and Benguela to prevent them from
peacefully protesting at the fuel price rise of
30 May, parliament’s approval of the NGO bill
and the Luanda City Council’s 22 May
decision to ban women vendors (zungueiras)
from trading on the streets. There were
reports of unspecified numbers of protesters
being detained and wounded in Luanda.

On 16 September, the PNA broke up a
peaceful demonstration by motorcycle taxi
drivers protesting at restrictions imposed by
the Luanda City Council on various routes in
the city. Seven civil society activists were
detained, including Gilson da Silva Moreira
(see above), Gildo das Ruas, Adolfo Campos
and Abrao Pedro dos Santos. On 19
September, a Luanda court sentenced them
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to two years and five months’ imprisonment
each.

UNLAWFUL KILLINGS

Security forces killed at least five protesters
and one bystander in their attempt to stop
protests.

On 15 February, the PNA confirmed that a
16-year-old boy, known only as Serginho,
who was killed the day before in Luanda’s
Uije neighbourhood, had been shot by a
police officer. The police said he was shot
when officers tried to prevent clashes
between rival groups during a protest by
residents demanding better road conditions.
The boy was not participating in the protest.
According to the police, investigations to
identify the officer responsible for the killing
and bring him to account were ongoing at the
end of the year.

Five people, including a 12-year-old boy,
were killed and eight injured by PNA officers
at a protest in Huambo province on 5 June.
The protest had been organized by
motorcycle taxi drivers against the fuel price
rise. Police used tear gas and live
ammunition to disperse the crowd and later
said the killings and injuries were
“unavoidable” and regrettable.! The
authorities did not launch an investigation
into the events.

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS

On 28 January, the PNA arrested 12 young
people as they gathered for a march at the
Largo das Heroinas monument in Luanda to
demand the release of activists they
considered to be political prisoners. The
police dumped three of them — Laurinda
Gouveia, Geraldo Dala and Matulunga César
— 60km from Luanda, in Bengo province.
There was no information as to the fate of the
remaining nine.

Five activists were arrested by the PNA on 2
June in Benguela province, in front of the
office for deputies of the provincial Benguela
government, for protesting at parliament’s
approval of the NGO bill. They were released
by a court on 6 June, after paying a fine of
AOA 50,000 (about USD 83).

19



ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS

The dispute between the teachers’ union,
SINPES, and the government, which began
on 27 February continued throughout the
year. SINPES called on the government to
comply with the memorandum of
understanding signed by both parties in
November 2021, which provided for, among
other things, a monthly salary equivalent to
USD 2,000 for a trainee assistant professor,
and USD 5,000 for a full professor. They also
demanded payment of outstanding salaries
owed to them and to school administrators.

FORCED EVICTIONS

On 27 February, officers from the PNA and
the Criminal Investigation Service, with the
support of the Viana municipal police,
demolished about 300 houses in Zango 3
neighbourhood, section B in Luanda.
Hundreds of people were left homeless.
Residents who refused to leave their homes
or gathered to protest were beaten and
arrested. One of them, known only as
Adilson, told human rights defenders that he
was arrested and kept in a police station for
five hours. According to residents, the
demolitions were carried out to make way for
a shopping complex.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

In the south, the population continued to
suffer the impact of severe and prolonged
drought. According to UNICEF, 3.8 million
people needed humanitarian assistance,

2 million of whom were children; 600,000
people needed health assistance, and 1
million were in need of nutrition assistance.
The government failed to provide timely
humanitarian relief, and needs were
addressed mainly by NGOs or UN agencies

like UNICEF and the World Food Programme.

1. “Angola: Police must exercise restraint during nationwide protests”,
9 June
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ARGENTINA

Republic of Argentina

Gender-based killings continued unabated
in 2023 and impunity persisted. Access to
abortion remained inconsistent in many
parts of the country, despite its
decriminalization. The abusive use of force
with a racist bias was widespread within the
security forces. Restriction and
criminalization of protest prevailed.
Measures on climate change fell short of
targets required to curb global emissions.

BACKGROUND

The country remained mired in an economic
and social crisis. By June, 40.1% of the
population was living in poverty and the
unemployment rate was 6.2%. National
elections took place in October and
November, and the party La Libertad Avanza
won with 55.65% of the vote.

In December, the president issued a
presidential decree of necessity and urgency,
repealing or modifying more than 70 laws,
and introduced to Congress a bill on Bases
and Starting Points for the Freedom of
Argentinians, declaring a public emergency
until 31 December 2025 and establishing
regressive changes in healthcare, education,
housing, freedom of expression and
assembly, and gender, among other areas.

During the UPR, Argentina received 287
recommendations, including some relating to
access to abortion, the Indigenous
emergency land law and persistent
institutional violence.

The UN Committee on Enforced
Disappearances recommended the creation
of a federal agency to coordinate the search
for missing persons.

Congress had failed to appoint an
ombudsperson since 2009. The Supreme
Court, composed only of men, had had a
vacancy since 2021.
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SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
According to figures collected by NGOs, 308
gender-based killings were recorded in 2023,
62% of them in domestic settings. The latest
official data showed that the number of hate
crimes based on gender identity or sexual
orientation had increased to 129 in 2022.

At the end of the year, limited results had
emerged from the ongoing investigation into
the disappearance and possible femicide of
28-year-old Cecilia Strzyzowski in the city of
Resistencia in Chaco province.!

Soffa Inés Fernéandez, a 40-year-old
transgender woman, was found dead in a
police station cell in the town of Derqui,
where she had been detained having been
accused of robbery. The accused police
officers claimed that she died by suicide, but
the preliminary autopsy revealed asphyxia as
the cause of death. By the end of the year no
one was charged over her death.

In October, Congress approved a bill
incorporating violence in digital environments
into the definition of violence against women.
The law provided for precautionary protection
measures, including the power of judges to
order digital platforms to remove violent
content.

By the end of the year, the cases of two
journalists, who had filed complaints with the
courts after experiencing online harassment
and violence, remained pending.

Between 2020 and 2021, 3,219 cases of
child sexual abuse were registered, of which
74.2% of victims had been abused by
someone in their close environment.

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

Significant obstacles persisted in accessing
abortion services, despite a 2020 law
legalizing abortion within the first 14 weeks of
pregnancy. According to the National Ministry
of Health, from approval of the law up to
October 2023, the public health sector had
registered 245,015 abortions. No official data
was available on the number of abortions in
the private sector, in a context in which 57%
of the population use private healthcare.
According to official data released in 2023,
at least 1,394 children aged under 15 gave
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birth in 2021. Despite a decrease in
pregnancies among children and adolescents
aged between 10 and 19 between 2016 and
2021, more than 46,236 people in this age
group gave birth during 2021.

EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

In May, the CERD Committee highlighted the
persistence of racial profiling in the abusive
use of force by security forces, particularly
against Indigenous Peoples, migrants,
refugees and marginalized groups.

There were no significant advances in the
investigation into the 2020 torture and death
of Mauro Coronel in police detention in the
province of Santiago del Estero. No one was
charged over his death.?

In August, one of six police officers accused
of killing 16-year-old Joaquin Paredes was
sentenced to life imprisonment by a court in
Cruz del Eje in the province of Cérdoba.
Joaquin and his friends had been celebrating
a birthday in the street during Covid-19
isolation measures, when police shot them.

RIGHT TO PRIVACY

TikTok, which had more than 16.5 million
users in the country in 2023, failed to
guarantee children’s rights to privacy and
health. The social media platform’s extraction
of personal data was not deactivated and
geo-localization was used despite a lack of
authorization by the user.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND
ASSEMBLY

Protests in the face of a reform to the
constitution of Jujuy province adopted on 15
June were reportedly met with excessive and
unlawful use of force.? Joel Paredes suffered
the loss of his right eye as a result of a rubber
bullet fired by the Jujuy police. The reform
restricted the right to protest and Indigenous
Peoples’ exercise of consultation,
participation and territorial ownership.
Dozens of protesters were arbitrarily detained
and criminalized, including Alberto Nallar, a
human rights lawyer, charged with sedition
and other offences. Sedition is a charge used
unlawfully to criminalize dissent.
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On 15 December, the Ministry of Security
issued the “Protocol for the maintenance of
public order in the event of
roadblocks” (Resolution 943/2023). The
protocol established that any demonstration
involving street or road blockades constitutes
a “crime in flagrante delicto” and enables the
security forces to evict or disperse the
protest. It also contains provisions to gather
information and criminalize and stigmatize
the leaders and participants of public
demonstrations.

IMPUNITY

Trials before ordinary civilian courts
continued for crimes against humanity
committed under the 1976-1983 military
regime. Between 2006 and September 2023,
307 rulings were handed down, bringing the
total number of convictions to 1,159 and
acquittals to 178.

At the end of the year, a sentence by the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights was
still pending regarding the impunity over the
bombing of the Argentine Israeli Mutual
Association (AMIA) Jewish centre in 1994.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Although Argentina took measures to reduce
its emissions in sectors such as
transportation and construction, it focused its
energy strategy on fossil fuels, which
prevented the country from reaching its
climate targets due to increased emissions.

1. “Argentina: Woman disappeared amid possible femicide”, 3 July

2. “One dead, three years, no arrests: no justice for Mauro Coronel”, 1
September (Spanish only)

3. “Argentina: Violent repression and criminalization in response to
protests in Jujuy”, 5 October

ARMENIA

Republic of Armenia

Law enforcement officers used unlawful
force during anti-government protests.
Journalists faced harassment and violence
from government supporters. No progress
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was reported in investigating war crimes
and other crimes under international law
during the armed conflict with Azerbaijan in
2020. Discrimination against LGBTI people
remained commonplace. Several lawyers
reported being ill-treated while visiting
clients in detention. Environmental activists
continued to face harassment. The death
penalty was abolished in all circumstances.

BACKGROUND

Public discontent and protests grew over the
government’s handling of tensions with
neighbouring Azerbaijan, including
Azerbaijan’s blockade and military takeover of
its breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region
populated by ethnic Armenians (see
Azerbaijan entry). An influx of more than
100,000 refugees from Azerbaijan’s Nagorno-
Karabakh region added to economic and
humanitarian hardships. Relations with
Russia, which Armenia had regarded as its
security guarantor, sharply deteriorated, while
the economy remained heavily dependent on
Russia, including for basic imports and
remittances. In December, Armenia freed two
Azerbaijani prisoners of war after agreeing to
work towards a peace deal with Azerbaijan.

EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

Street protests were widespread, with
incidents of violence by protesters as well as
unnecessary, disproportionate and
sometimes indiscriminate use of force by the
police regularly reported.

On 19 September, thousands gathered in
the capital, Yerevan, to demand the
resignation of the prime minister and protest
against Azerbaijan’s military offensive in
Nagorno-Karabakh. Some protesters broke
windows in government buildings and
clashed with police. The Helsinki Committee
of Armenia, an NGO monitoring the protests,
reported that police at times used
“disproportionate and indiscriminate force”
including beatings and firing stun grenades
directly into the crowd without warning. More
than 140 protesters were reportedly detained
and more than 30 were injured. Most
protesters were released without charge,
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while some faced administrative and criminal
proceedings. By year’s end there had been
no effective investigation into the reports of
unlawful use of force by the police.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

The media environment remained largely free
and pluralistic, but was deeply polarized over
the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh and conflict
with Azerbaijan. International observers also
reported an unprecedented level of
disinformation and hate speech. In March,
the European Commission against Racism
and Intolerance (ECRI) welcomed the
decriminalization in July 2022 of the
provision which punished insulting
government officials and public figures.
Concerns remained regarding the safety of
journalists who continued to be regularly
subjected to pressure, insults and violence by
government supporters. At least two
journalists reported being subjected to an
intense campaign of online harassment and
threats, including by some public officials,
after their critical questioning of the prime
minister about events in Nagorno-Karabakh
at a press conference on 25 July. The
investigation into this alleged interference
with journalistic activities was ongoing at
year's end.

The government’s attempts to restrict free
expression online were deterred after draft
amendments proposed in December 2022
were put on hold following international
criticism. The amendments would have given
the government the power to censor online
content, block websites and curb internet
access under martial law.

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW

No substantive progress was made in
investigations into war crimes and other
violations of international humanitarian law
during the 2020 armed conflict with
Azerbaijan and its immediate aftermath, or in
bringing suspected perpetrators to justice. On
3 October, parliament voted to ratify the
Rome Statute of the ICC.
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Landmines previously planted by Armenian
forces in and around Nagorno-Karabakh in
Azerbaijan continued to pose a lethal threat
and prevented the safe return of displaced
people. According to Azerbaijan’s de-mining
agency, as of August the number of people
wounded or killed by landmines since the
war in 2020 had reached 303, including
civilians. In July, Azerbaijani media reported
that the minefield maps provided by Armenia
were only 25% accurate and that maps for
600,000 mines were still missing.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS
More than 100,000 people, virtually the
entire ethnic Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh, were displaced to
Armenia within a few days in September and
October. Armenian authorities largely met the
temporary needs of this rapid influx of a large
number of refugees. Concerns remained,
however, regarding durable solutions and
access to adequate housing, income and
employment.

RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL

Several lawyers reported being harassed and
ill-treated while visiting their clients in police
detention centres and performing their
professional duties.

Lawyers Marzpet Avagyan and Emanuel
Ananyan described how on 9 February a
group of police officers insulted, kicked and
punched them at the police department of
Yerevan. The lawyers alleged that they were
assaulted while defending the rights of their
clients who were minors and had also been
subjected to torture or other ill-treatment by
the same police officers.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

Discrimination against LGBTI people and
social stigma based on a person’s real or
perceived sexuality remained commonplace.
In its report adopted in March, ECRI noted
that LGBTI people in Armenia continued to
face discrimination, marginalization, attacks
and bullying. It recommended swift adoption
of legal sanctions for discrimination on all
grounds, including sexual orientation and

83



gender identity, removing the stigma of
mental disorder from same-sex sexual
orientation, and countering other forms of
homophobic discourse.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

In February, authorities announced that
production at the Aimusar gold mine would
resume despite outstanding concerns about
potential environmental damage. Activists
opposing the project continued to be
harassed, including through lawsuits seeking
excessive financial compensation for their
environmental criticism.

DEATH PENALTY

In October, Armenia ratified Protocol No. 13
of the European Convention on Human
Rights, thereby completing abolition of the
death penalty in all circumstances, including
for crimes committed in times of war and
imminent threat of war.

AUSTRALIA

Australia

Discrimination against Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples remained
entrenched. Children as young as 10 were
imprisoned. Thousands of refugees were
able to apply for permanent residency, and
indefinite detention of asylum seekers was
found unlawful. New laws were adopted
restricting the right to peaceful protest.
New fossil fuel projects were approved.

BACKGROUND

In February, the UN Subcommittee on
Prevention of Torture cancelled plans to
resume a visit to Australia, suspended in
2022, after failing to secure guarantees of
unrestricted access to all detention facilities.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

On 14 October, Australians voted in a
referendum against a constitutional
amendment to establish the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander “Voice”, a body that
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would have been mandated to make
representations directly to the parliament on
issues affecting First Nations peoples.!

Twenty Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people reportedly died in custody.

Rates of detention of First Nations children
declined, but they still represented over 50%
of youth detainees. Rates of incarceration of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander adults
increased despite the target to reduce it by at
least 15% by 2031.

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Children as young as 10 years old continued
to be detained. In December, the Tasmanian
government announced that the age of
criminal responsibility in the state would be
raised from 10 to 14 but not until 2029.2 The
Northern Territory and the Australian Capital
Territory raised the age of criminal
responsibility to 12 years old, but this was still
inconsistent with international standards that
recommend a minimum age of at least 14
years.

The Queensland government overrode
protections under the state’s Human Rights
Act by adopting legislation making breach of
bail of children a criminal offence and
allowing children to be detained in adult
police facilities.

A report of an official inspection into
Banksia Hill Detention Centre in Western
Australia found that “every element” of the
youth detention facility was failing, putting the
health and safety of detainees at risk. Boys
transferred from Banksia Hill continued to be
held in the maximum-security adult
Casuarina Prison. On 19 October, a 16-year-
old Aboriginal boy detained there died
following a suicide attempt.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

In February, in a move affecting
approximately 19,000 people, the
immigration minister announced that people
who arrived by boat before 2013 and were
granted temporary protection visas would be
eligible to apply for permanent residency.

In July, the Federal Court ruled in a case
brought by Iranian-Kurdish refugee Mostafa
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“Moz” Azimitabar, challenging the legality of
his 14-month-long detention in hotels, that it
was lawful for the government to detain
asylum seekers in “alternative places of
detention” but it lacked humanity.

In November, a landmark High Court
decision found indefinite immigration
detention was unlawful and unconstitutional
in cases where there is no real prospect of
detainees being removed from Australia,
leading to the release of at least 148 people.3
The government immediately passed
emergency legislation imposing curfews on
and requiring those released to wear tracking
devices. In December, another law was
passed enabling the Government to re-detain
those released if they pose any risk of
committing serious offences. Seven of those
released were re-arrested.

The government maintained the policy of
turning back boats carrying asylum seekers,
or processing offshore those who arrive
without a valid visa. In September, border
forces transferred 11 asylum seekers to
immigration detention centres in Nauru
under these policies, marking the first such
transfer in nine years.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

On 18 May, South Australia adopted a law
providing for a three-month prison sentence
or a fine of AUD 50,000 (approximately USD
31,000) for “intentionally or recklessly”
obstructing a public place. Anti-protest laws
were used in several states against peaceful
climate protesters and those protesting in
support of Palestinian rights.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

The federal government strengthened the
Safeguard Mechanism to limit emissions from
Australia’s largest industrial polluters. In
November, a treaty was signed with Tuvalu
that includes provisions for migration
pathways for those threatened by climate
change and financial support for Tuvalu’s
climate adaptation plans. However, the
government continued to approve new fossil
fuel projects.
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1. “Australia: Heartbreaking result as Voice referendum ‘No’ votes
prevail”, 14 October

2. “Australia: Safer future for Tasmanian children as age of criminal
responsibility raised to 14 without exception”, 6 December

3. “Australia: Amnesty International welcomes high court ruling of
indefinite detention as unlawful and unconstitutional”, 9 November

AUSTRIA

Republic of Austria

Social security provisions remained
insufficient. Access to safe and affordable
abortion was limited. Unaccompanied
children seeking international protection
remained inadequately protected.
Parliament approved the establishment of a
police oversight body, amid concerns
regarding its independence. Police
prevented journalists from observing and
reporting protests. Police accountability for
unlawful use of force remained inadequate.
Climate action was insufficient to meet
Austria’s targets.

RIGHT TO SOCIAL SECURITY

In June, the government presented measures
to alleviate the cost-of-living crisis, including
providing increased support to families
experiencing poverty and/or beneficiaries of
social assistance. However, despite ongoing
calls by civil society to adopt a new Basic Act
on Social Assistance compliant with human
rights law and standards, no structural
legislative changes were adopted to
sufficiently fulfil the right to an adequate
standard of living for beneficiaries.! In March,
the Constitutional Court declared a provision
of the Viennese means-tested benefits
unconstitutional as it contradicted the current
Basic Act on Social Assistance.

RIGHT TO HOUSING

Despite calls by NGOs, the government failed
to adopt a national housing strategy. Although
the city of Vienna expanded the capacity of
emergency shelters, availability remained
insufficient to meet needs.
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WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

By year’s end 26 women had been killed in
suspected femicides, amid concerns
regarding the lack of sustainable strategies to
prevent such violence. Abortion had not been
fully decriminalized. Access to affordable and
safe abortion was limited due to its exclusion
from the healthcare system.

Reforms to the care system presented by
the Ministry of Social Affairs in June still
failed to grant fair remuneration and social
security to live-in care workers, the majority
of whom were migrant women.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

At several protests in Vienna, the capital,
police prevented journalists from observing
and reporting protests.

Decision-makers publicly suggested
criminalizing climate activists for their forms
of protest and civil disobedience, in particular
for blocking streets.

On 11 October, police banned a pro-
Palestinian protest in Vienna, citing national
security concerns. Despite the ban, the
protest took place.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

In October, a freedom of information law was
proposed that fell short of international
standards because it exempted most
municipalities from an active obligation to
publish information of general interest.

There was a worrying increase in the
number of attacks on press freedom and
strategic litigation against public participation
(SLAPP) suits against journalists and human
rights activists.?

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

In the context of ongoing disappearances of
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children,
Austria still failed to adopt federal provisions
ensuring guardianship for such minors on
their arrival, despite an existing legislative
proposal by the Ministry of Justice.

In June, the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture described conditions for
migrants awaiting deportation as appalling,
dilapidated and dirty.3
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DISCRIMINATION

Law enforcement continued to use facial
recognition technology without a clear legal
basis, despite its potential discriminatory
impact.

Austria failed to ensure human-rights
compliant anti-discrimination legislation at
federal and regional levels.

According to two NGOs, there was a rise in
the number of reported antisemitic and anti-
Muslim incidents during the year.

DETAINEES’ RIGHTS

In June, the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture expressed concern
about prison conditions, including mental
healthcare provision, the use of solitary
confinement and the treatment of juveniles.

UNLAWFUL USE OF FORCE

Police accountability for unlawful use of force
remained inadequate. In March, the police
used pepper spray and batons unnecessarily
and disproportionately against climate
activists at a protest in Vienna. Parliament
approved a police oversight body to be
established in 2024, although there were
concerns over its independence. Police were
still not required to wear identification
badges, which continued to impede
accountability.

RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL

Austria’s Federal Administrative Court had no
formal leadership throughout the year. Other
high functions within the judiciary also
remained vacant due to suspected cronyism.

The Minister of Justice remained
responsible for instructing prosecutors in
ongoing proceedings.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Austria’s climate action, including the
sustainable reduction of carbon emissions,
was not on track to reach its targets. The
government also failed to adopt a climate
action law.
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1. Austria: The Basic Act on Social Assistance in Austria: A Step Back
for Human Rights, 17 October (German only)

2. “Austria: SLAPP lawsuit against SOS Balkanroute dismissed: Success
for civil society in Austria”, 19 July (German only)

3. “Austria: Council of Europe criticizes prison conditions in Austria:
Amnesty International calls for reforms”, 27 June (German only)

AZERBALJAN

Republic of Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan’s blockade of a key route into the
breakaway territory of Nagorno-Karabakh
endangered the lives of thousands of people
and, followed by a military offensive, forced
most of the ethnic Armenians to flee the
region. The government’s crackdown on
freedom of expression intensified.
Journalists, human rights defenders and
activists were arrested in retaliation for their
work. Peaceful protests were suppressed,
and the work of media outlets and
independent organizations remained unduly
restricted. Women and girls continued to
face gender-based harassment and

violence.

BACKGROUND

On 19 September, Azerbaijan launched a
major military offensive to disarm and
disband the de facto authorities in the
breakaway territory of Nagorno-Karabakh.
Within hours its forces had regained control
over the whole region, and within a few days
in September and October more than
100,000 people — almost all of Nagorno-
Karabakh'’s ethnic Armenian population —
had fled to Armenia.! Those displaced faced
economic hardships and uncertainty as no
significant progress had been made by
Azerbaijan to ensure their right to return in
safety and dignity by year’s end (see Armenia
entry).

Azerbaijani authorities promised amnesty to
those who had fought for the de facto
authorities in Nagorno-Karabakh, except
alleged perpetrators of war crimes. Several of
Nagorno-Karabakh'’s ethnic Armenian leaders
were arrested and charged with war crimes
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as they tried to leave the region for Armenia.
In December, Azerbaijan freed 32 Armenian
prisoners of war after agreeing to work
towards a peace deal with Armenia. The
agreement also paved the way for Azerbaijan
to host COP29, the global climate summit to
be held in November 2024.

The authorities used the military victory to
further cement their rule and entrench their
clampdown on dissent.

Azerbaijan’s human rights record was
reviewed in the UN Human Rights Council’s
UPR in November.?

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW

For nine months prior to the military offensive
in September, Azerbaijan’s blockade of the
Lachin corridor, a road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh to Armenia, caused critical
shortages of basic necessities including food,
medicines and fuel, and a humanitarian
crisis in the breakaway region. In February,
the International Court of Justice ordered
“unimpeded movement” in both directions,
but this was ignored. Azerbaijani authorities
insisted that Nagorno-Karabakh be supplied
from territory controlled by Azerbaijan or that
supplies from Armenia be subjected to
thorough inspections, which the Armenian
side rejected.’

No substantive progress was reported in
investigating alleged war crimes and
violations of international humanitarian law in
previous years, including disproportionate
and indiscriminate attacks by Azerbaijani
military forces as well as credible evidence of
violence, including killings, of civilians and
prisoners of war by Azerbaijani forces.
Impunity for these crimes continued to
underline ongoing concerns over the
Azerbaijani authorities’ commitment to
ensure protection of civilians in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND
ASSOCIATION

Restrictive NGO legislation continued to
impose barriers such as arbitrary denial of
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registration and restrictions over securing
funding for human rights groups.

The media remained severely restricted.
Government critics, journalists, media
representatives and human rights defenders
faced increased instances of violence,
harassment and arbitrary arrests. Azerbaijani
human rights organizations reported that the
number of individuals jailed under politically
motivated charges had doubled compared
with the previous year, to more than 230
people.

A new restrictive media law adopted in
2022 required media outlets to register with
the authorities. From November, the Media
Development Agency of the Republic of
Azerbaijan was reported to have begun legal
action to close independent media entities
that had been denied registration on arbitrary
grounds.

Bakhtiyar Hajiyev, an opposition activist,
remained imprisoned since his detention in
December 2022 on politically motivated
charges. In March, he ended a hunger strike
shortly after intimate photographs, videos and
conversations with women were leaked from
his social media accounts.

Gubad Ibadoghlu, a renowned academic
and anti-corruption activist, was arbitrarily
arrested by plain-clothes police officers on 23
July in the capital, Baku, on fabricated
charges of “religious extremism” and
“acquiring or selling counterfeit money”. He
was detained together with his wife (who was
later released) shortly after helping set up a
foundation aimed at benefiting students by
seeking funding from assets confiscated
under anti-corruption legislation. Gubad
Ibadoghlu’s health deteriorated due to prison
conditions and lack of adequate healthcare.*

More than a dozen activists were reportedly
detained under administrative proceedings in
September and October for criticizing the
government and its military operations in
Nagorno-Karabakh. Five men were arrested
for posting anti-war content on social media.
Three others — Nurlan Gahramanli, Emin
Ibrahimov and Nemet Abbasov — were given
30 days’ administrative detention for
purportedly disseminating harmful
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information and disobeying the police.
Afiaddin Mammadoyv, a trade union leader,
was arrested on fabricated charges of
physical assault carrying up to five years in
prison and remained in pretrial detention at
year’s end.

In November and December, ahead of snap
presidential elections expected in February
2024, police arrested at least 13 people on
charges that appeared to be fabricated in
retaliation for their criticism of the authorities.
Prominent opposition politician Tofig Yagublu
was arrested for allegedly falsifying
documents. Abzas Media director Ulvi
Hasanli, his colleagues Sevinj Vagifgizi,
Nargiz Absalamova and Mahammad Kekalov,
and investigative journalist Hafiz Babali were
jailed on charges of smuggling after Abzas
Media reported allegations of government
corruption. Independent journalists Teymur
Karimov, Ibrahim Humbatov, Arshad
Ibrahimov, Aziz Orujov and Rufat Muradli, as
well as activists Mohyaddin Orujov and
Ilhamiz Guliyev, were arrested on charges
ranging from illegal construction to
possession of drugs and extortion.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

The authorities continued to arbitrarily restrict
the right to peaceful assembly. On 20 June
police violently broke up a peaceful
environmental protest in the village of
Soyudli, Gadabay district, by local activists
demonstrating against the planned expansion
of a gold mine. Footage showed police
beating protesters with truncheons and
spraying a chemical irritant directly into the
faces of several women protesters.
Approximately 10 people were injured and a
dozen were temporarily detained during the
protest and its aftermath. This included at
least three journalists briefly detained and
beaten by the police while covering the
protests and several activists arrested
following the protests for their critical social
media posts. Police also reportedly blocked
access to Soyudld from 22 June for at least
three weeks, allowing only residents and pro-
government media outlets to enter.
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GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
Women continued to face various forms of
gender-based violence, including being
targeted as instruments of political revenge.
Local women activists raised concerns
about the safety and security of several
women whose intimate photographs, videos
and messages were leaked from the private
accounts of arrested opposition activist
Bakhtiyar Hajiyev (see above, Freedom of
expression and association). The activists
accused the government of being behind the
leaks and making those women targets of
violence, including from their own families,
by releasing their names, images and, in one
case, their home address. The investigation
into the alleged cybercrime was ongoing at
the end of the year.

1. Azerbaifan: As Azerbaijani forces assume full control over Nagorno-
Karabakh, it must respect and protect the rights of local ethnic
Armenians, 29 September

2. Suggested Recommendations to States under Review in the 44th
session of the UPR Working Group, 06 November 2023 — 17 November
2023, 14 September

3. “Azerbaijan: Blockade of Lachin corridor putting thousands of lives in
peril must be immediately lifted”, 9 February

4. “Azerbaijan: Authorities must immediately release prominent scholar
Gubad Ibadoghlu”, 7 September

BAHRAIN

Kingdom of Bahrain

The rights of people deprived of their liberty
were violated, although reports of torture
and other ill-treatment declined compared
to previous years. Authorities continued to
harass and prosecute their critics, repressed
some peaceful protests and twice blocked
Shia Muslims from reaching the main Shia
mosque in Bahrain.

BACKGROUND

In March, Bahrain hosted an assembly of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, a body bringing
together elected legislatures from around the
world. In late August, Bahrain invited
members of OHCHR, the UN human rights
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office, to visit the country, then cancelled the
visit on 13 September, the day before it was
to begin. The same day, Bahrain signed a
new agreement to bolster military and
commercial ties with the USA.

On 15 September, at a UK airport, Bahraini
authorities prevented a delegation, including
exiled human rights activist Maryam Al-
Khawaja and leaders from Amnesty
International, Front Line Defenders and
ActionAid Denmark, from boarding a flight to
Bahrain.!

DETAINEES’ RIGHTS

Until September, authorities at Jaw Prison
kept inmates in their cells 23 hours a day
and prevented hundreds of Shia prisoners
convicted of violent or non-violent opposition
to the government from holding group
religious ceremonies in the prison prayer
room, a restriction not applied to other
prisoners. The prison administration
continued at times to arbitrarily and punitively
cancel prisoners’ phone calls and visits.

Between 7 August and 11 September,
hundreds of Shia prisoners staged a hunger
strike to protest at these forms of ill-
treatment, which are contrary to the UN
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners. The prison authorities
subsequently agreed to allow prisoners two
hours a day out of their cells, group prayers
twice a day in groups of up to 50 in the
prayer room, and more calls and visits under
better conditions.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Reports of torture and other ill-treatment
declined compared to previous years.

On 15 August, guards at Jaw Prison pepper-
sprayed and beat prisoner Ahmed Jaafar for
demanding to meet a higher-ranking officer
to discuss the hunger strikers’ demands.

Throughout most of the year, the prison
authorities denied adequate medical
treatment to imprisoned human rights
defender Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, arbitrarily
cancelling his hospital appointments or
making him wait for appointments for hours

89


https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/7254/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/7254/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/7254/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/7254/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/7106/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/7106/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/7106/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/7106/2023/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/02/azerbaijan-blockade-of-lachin-corridor-putting-thousands-of-lives-in-peril-must-be-immediately-lifted/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/02/azerbaijan-blockade-of-lachin-corridor-putting-thousands-of-lives-in-peril-must-be-immediately-lifted/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/09/azerbaijan-authorities-must-immediately-release-prominent-scholar-gubad-ibadoghlu/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/09/azerbaijan-authorities-must-immediately-release-prominent-scholar-gubad-ibadoghlu/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021

while shackled in a windowless, unventilated
vehicle without air conditioning.2

UNFAIR TRIALS

On 26 September, a court convicted 13 out
of 65 defendants in a mass trial of prisoners
for allegedly assaulting guards at Jaw Prison
on 17 April 2021. Leaked contemporaneous
accounts by at least five prisoners, and
accounts given under interrogation by at least
four, stated that guards attacked prisoners,
not the other way around.

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

In July, Bahrain’s royally appointed upper
legislative chamber proposed a legal upper
limit of BHD 120 (USD 320) per month for
domestic workers’ salaries. Like other migrant
workers, domestic workers continued to lack
the protection of a minimum wage.

Even though the effects of climate change
began to be felt, with Bahrain experiencing
its hottest August in over 100 years, the
government did not revise its inadequate
rules on heat protection, increasing the
health risks for outdoor workers exposed to
heat stress.

RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Bahrain remained one of the world'’s top five
highest emitters of CO2 per capita, according
to World Bank data. Bahrain’s current
Nationally Determined Contribution plan
under the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, which it set in October
2021, makes no reference to reaching net
zero greenhouse gas emissions, stating only a
“renewable energy target” of “10% by 2025".

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Bahraini authorities continued to harass and
unjustly prosecute their critics.

On 30 March, a court convicted three
members of an unorthodox religious group,
the Altajdeed Society, for “insulting” Islamic
figures and sentenced them to one year’s
imprisonment. After an appeals court upheld
the verdict on 21 May, authorities arrested
the two defendants still living in Bahrain.
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On 22 May, police summoned a Shia cleric,
Mohamed Sangoor, for giving a sermon
criticizing what he described as inhumane
treatment of prisoners. Authorities
interrogated him for three days, releasing him
without charge on 25 May.

On 20 December, authorities detained
opposition activist Ebrahim Sharif for tweets
condemning the government’s policy on
Israel, Palestine, the USA and the Red Sea.
They released him on 27 December,
suspending prosecution without dropping the
charges.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

In June, security forces twice prevented Shia
Bahrainis from reaching the Imam al-Sadiq
mosque in al-Duraz for Friday prayers if they
were not residents of the town. This mosque
is the country’s foremost Shia place of
worship. Police blockades on the roads into
al-Duraz turned back Shia commuters from
other areas, while allowing non-Shia travellers
to pass, on 9 and 16 June, three weeks after
Mohamed Sangqoor was arrested (see above).

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

The government reacted inconsistently to
peaceful protests, repressing some but not
others.

Authorities did not act to prevent or break
up periodic marches and other street protests
in the Shia-majority suburban areas to the
west of the capital, Manama. Several such
marches during the August-September
prisoners’ hunger strike approached without
repression the Budaiya Highway, which was
an important axis during the mass protests of
2011.

However, on other occasions, the
government summoned, warned, intimidated
and arrested actual or potential protesters. In
February, for example, the government
summoned several family members of
Bahrainis imprisoned or killed in the past by
government forces and warned them against
protesting around the anniversary of the
2011 uprising. On 21 February, the police
station in Sanabis, a Shia suburb of Manama,
summoned Jameel Taher al-Samea, the
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father of a young man executed in 2017, and
compelled him to sign a statement pledging
not to join any demonstrations. On 5 March,
police arrested Hajer Mansoor, Ali Muhana,
Muneer Mushaima and Najah Yusuf — all
former prisoners or family members of
prisoners — for peacefully protesting next to
Bahrain’s Formula 1 racetrack. They were
released after several hours without charge.

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

In June, in a positive step, Bahrain annulled
Article 353 of its Penal Code, which had
allowed rapists to escape prosecution if they
married their victims.

There was no change to Article 4 of the Law
on Bahraini Nationality, under which only
men can pass on their Bahraini nationality to
their children.

1. “Bahrain: Maryam Al-Khawaja prevented from boarding flight for
visit to demand father's release”, 15 September

2. “Babhrain: Prisoner of conscience on hunger strike: Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja”, 17 August

BANGLADESH

People’s Republic of Bangladesh

The government intensified its crackdown
on the rights to freedom of expression and
peaceful assembly ahead of general
elections scheduled for January 2024.
Authorities used the powers in the Digital
Security Act and other legislation to target
journalists and human rights defenders,
subjecting them to arbitrary detention and
torture. There was a concerning increase in
enforced disappearances and lack of
accountability for deaths in custody.
Occupational safety remained a distant
dream for many workers. Refugees endured
homelessness due to a fire in a camp and a
cyclone as well as food insecurity. Rations
for refugees were restricted due to the UN’s
acute funding shortfall. Bangladesh
remained extremely vulnerable to impacts
of climate change.
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BACKGROUND

2023 marked the 15th consecutive year that
the Awami League remained the ruling
political party.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

In September, the draconian Digital Security
Act (DSA) was repealed and replaced with
the almost identical Cyber Security Act (CSA),
following tokenistic consultation.! Authorities
had weaponized the DSA to threaten and
silence thousands of journalists and critics,
restricting liberty and rights to privacy as well
as freedom of expression. The CSA retained
many of the repressive features of the DSA,
including verbatim all but two of the DSA
offences, albeit with some reductions to the
maximum sentences, maintaining broad
powers of arrest and investigation.2
JOURNALISTS

Journalists faced increasing attacks and
prosecutions amid a deepening crisis for
press freedom and a growing culture of zero
tolerance for dissent more broadly.

In April, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
labelled Prothom Alo — the country’s largest
daily newspaper — “an enemy of the Awami
League, democracy, and the people of
Bangladesh” in parliament. Hours later, a
group of individuals barged into the
newspaper’s office in the capital, Dhaka,
issuing threats and vandalizing its logo.? This
was in reaction to an article by journalist
Shamsuzzaman Shams, published by the
media outlet on 26 March, Independence
Day, covering the cost of living crisis in
Bangladesh.

On 29 March, Shamsuzzaman Shams was
arbitrarily arrested and detained under the
DSA for publishing “defamatory, false and
fabricated information”. He was initially
denied bail and jailed. Although released on
bail on 3 April, if convicted he could face up
to seven years’ imprisonment.

In June, journalist Gol